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Bahrain seeks Lebanon’s help 

BEIR^ (AFP) — A Bahraini miniver uid here Frfdav that ht 
^Lebanese authorities the issue of allcg^ 
Hizboitah training of militants in his country. "We asked for^ 

authorities on this question." 
^ Ben MohiSnmad Al 
F^hi said^r talks with Foreign Minister Farez Bouez. Mr 
F^il amv^ roller the same day with a message from the emir 

H >^balifr^ President Elias 

Hrawi and Pnmc Minister lUnk Hariri. Bahrain accused Iran on 

lilSJn ai£I^tr,E>£?PS '? Sovemment by Hnancing a militant 
l^up alW Hijollah-Bahrain. with both Tehran and the 
Iranian-bMked Shiiic ^up HaboHah in Lebanon providing 

Interior Ministe? 

Mohammad Mn Khalifa Al Khalim. quoted bv the Arab daiiv Al 
on Friday, called for Ubane^ authoritieV^ 

^r, talung into accowt our historical links and reciprocal 
interest, ^ emirate has not reopened its embassy in Beirut 
nnee the end of Ubanon s 1975-1990 civil war. unlike most other 
..Arab countries. 
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Israelis continue to 
build settlers’ road 


BEIT SAHUR (AFP) - 
Construction workers 
guarded by Israeli soldiers 
resumed work Friday on a 
new road linking East Jeru- 
salem to a new West Bank 
seniement, after it was held 
up by Palestinian protests. 
Ibree bulldozers ploughed 
up land near the Palestinian 
village of Beit Sahur near 
Bethlehem, south of Jeru- 
salem. after the army de- 
clared it a closed military' 
zone to prevent further de- 
monstrations. Work had 
been suspended for several 
days after villagers Staged sit-’ 
nullion-.sif.jjj^ '^down protests in front of 
•heirhjii,;;. bulldozers ®nd replanted 
’ ' trees torn down by the con- 

struction workers. The new 
road is to link the East Jeru- 
salem district of Gilo to a new 
Jewish settlement called Har 
Homa four kilometres to the 
south in the West Bank. 
Around 6,500 new homes are 
to be built on 185 hectares of 
land at Har Homa under a 
project approved by the out- 
going Labour government of 
Shimon Peres in March. 
Palestinians say 150 hectares 
of Paleninian land has been 
seized to build the road. 
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Iraq raises issue of 
own missing from war 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Iraq raised its own issue of 
missing persons from the 


'ih'.- hue ^^1990-1991 ^ 


meeting with Kuwait in 
Geneva, the official news 
agency KUNA reported. The 
head of Kuwait's committee 
for its missing and prisoners 
told KUNA that Thursday's 
meeting was “not easy be- 
cause Iraq tried to deviate the 
discussions... by raising the 
question of $o-<^ted.missing 
Iraqis." Sheijih. Salem Al 
Sabah added: “But the un- 
ited stand of the countries of 
the anti-Iraq coalition and 
Saudi Arabia managed to 
bring the calks back on course 
and the question of Kuwaiti 
prisoners will again be top 
priority." The Geneva tallu 
were latest in a series of 
meetinp sponsored by the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross between Iraqi. 
Kuwaiti, U.S., British. 
French and Saudi delegates. 
Rogue hippl JI^UNA said the next session 
would be held in October. 
Apart from the Geneva talks, 
representatives of the six 
countries also meet regularly 
on the Kuwaiti-Iraqi torder. 
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Indian executed 
in Saudi Arabia 

RIYADH (AFP) — An Indi- 
an convicted of the murder of 
a Saudi national was ex- 
ecuted Friday in the Riya^ 
region, the Saudi Interior 
Ministry said. Maravakaihu 
Moideen Kutty Hassan, 
found guilty of strangling 
Abdullah Ben Sahl Al Sabii 
and then stealing his money, 
was decapitated with a 
sword, and the ministry's 
statement quoted by the offi- 
cial Saudi News Agency 
(SPA). It was the eighth ex- 
ecution since the start of the 
- year announced by Saudi 
Arabia. Public executions of 
those convicted of murder, 
rape, armed robbery or drug 
trafficking usually take place 
after weekly Friday prayers. 
In 1995 official statistics 
showed a record 186 people 
were executed in the king- 
dom. 

Israelis hold 
Lebanese journalists 

BEIliUT (AFP) — Agency 
France-Pressc correspondent 
in the Israeli-occupied 

"security zone" in South 
Lebanon has been taken to 
Israel for questioning, an in- 
formed source said Friday. 
All Diya, who also works for 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
•Rafik Hariri’s private televi- 
sion sution Future Television 
and the daily Al Saflr news- 
. paper, was summoned by the 


‘'.V security controlling 

I ' hJ'- the zone on “Thursday, he 


ilii |Hi‘^ 


said. Mr. Diya has not been 
seen since re^nding to the 
order, and he ;‘has been 
taken somewhere in Israel for 
mterrogation,'* the source 
added. 


King's Washington talks 
described as most fruitful 

HM, Clinton reaffirm commitment to seeking 
peace, say Netanyahu should be given chance 

U.S. said ready to discuss increased aid for Jordan 


^ By Caroline Far^ 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Information 
Minister Marwan Muasher 
on Friday described His 
Majesty King Hussein's visit 
to the United States and his 
meetings with U.S. President 
Bill Qimon and senior admi- 
nistration officials as “one of 
the most successful visits." 

In a telephone interview. 
Mr. Muasher said all U.S. 
administration officials and 
congressmen voiced their 
admiration and appreciation 
of King Hussein for his uni- 
que way of dealing wirh re- 
gional issues. 

King Hussein on Thursday 
held a closed-door meeting 
with President Qimon at the 
White House, followed by 
another meeting attended by 
members of the Jordanian 
delegation accompanying the 
King as well as senior U.S. 
officials. 

The two leaders discussed 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and the latest develop- 
ments in the region, the Jor- 


dan News Agency. Petra, 
said. 

The two stressed the need 
to pursue and support the 
peace process until a just, 
comprehensive and lasting 
peace is achieved, Petra 
added. 'The agency said the 
two leaders discussed results 
of the latest Israeli eleaions 
which brought Likud Parry 
leader Benyamin Netan>*ahu 
to power, and stressed the 
need to wait and not to rush 
judgements that might create 
an atmosphere of anxiety and 
fear, which will in turn leave 
negative impact on the peace 
process. 

President Clinon and King 
Hussein also discussed the 
Arab summit to be held in 
Cairo on June 21-23 and ex- 
' pressed hope that it wilt come 
up with positive results set to 
push the peace process for- 
ward. 

Dr. Muasher said that 
senior U.S. officials express- 
ed admiration of Jordan's 
policy in dealing with Israel 
as a state, rather than a party, 
and its decision not to adopt 


any political position until the 
picnire of the new Israeli 
government led by Mr. 
Netanyahu becomes clear. 

The two leaders also dis- 
cussed bilateral relations and 
the need to further enhance 
them •in ail fleids. 

President Clinton reiter- 
ated the U.S. support for 
Jordan and the U.S. adminis- 
tration's commitment to meet 
Jordan's economic and de- 
fence needs. Petra said. 

The meeting was attended 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Kabariti., Royal 
Court Chief Awn Khasaw- 
neh. His Royal Highness 
Prince Tala! Ben Moham- 
mad, the King's military 
secretap’ and members of the 
Jordanian dele^tion accom- 
panying the King. On the 
American side the meeting 
was attended by the U.S. 
Vice-President Al Gore. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and senior offi- 
cials. 

Dr. Muasher said the 
Jordanian delegation had a 
thorough discussion with 


senior U.S. officials on Jor- 
dan's economic and defence 
needs. 

American officials express- 
ed readiness to discuss boost- 
ing economic support for Jor- 
dan. he said. 

Dr. Muasher said King 
Hussein also met the heads of 
13 large U.S. companies, 
some of whom had already 
set up investment project^ in 
Jordan. 

U.S. investors demons- 
trated a desire and willing- 
ness to embark on invest- 
ments in Jordan. Dr. 
Muasher said. 

On Jordan's defence 
needs. Or. Muasher said the 
U.S. administration demons- 
trated its resolve to provide 
Jordan with F-16s, adding 
that Jordan would be receiv- 
ing these tighter planes soon. 

Dr. Muasher said that the 
U.S. and Jordanian sides 
agreed on a set of practical 
steps to follow up on points 
that have been discussed dur- 
ing the official meetings. A 

(Continued on page 7| 


Egypt: Arabs not seeking 
confrontation with Israel 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The Arab World is concerned 
about the election of hardlin- 
er Benyamin Netanyahu as 
Israeli prime minister but 
does not seek confrontation 
with the Jewish state. Egyp- 
tian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said in an interview 
Friday. 

Mr. Musa said there was 
"not panic, but rather con- 
cern" among Arabs regard- 
ing Mr. Netanyahu's stated 
oppoation to &e establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state 
and commitment to hold onto 
the Golan Heights, which 
Israel seized from Syria in 
1967. 

"All this does not sound, 
encouraging.'' Mr. Musa was 
quoted by the Yediot Ahro- 
not daily as saying. “Any 
attempt to deny the Palesti- 
nians their right to self- 
determination will cum on a' 
red warning light." 

Mr. Musa tried to ease 
Israeli concerns that the Arab 
summit planned for June 21- 


23 in Cairo signals the rees- 
tablishment of a pan-Arab 
coalition against Israel. 

It is the first time in years 
that Syria, which has criti-' 
cised Arab countries for mak- 
ing peace with Israel, been 
agreed to an Arab summit. 
■Syrian newspapers have re- 
ported that Syria will demand 
that the Arab World end its 
normalisation with Israel. 

Since the 1993 Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy 
agreement. Jordan has made . 
peace with Israel and several 
Arab states have established 
lower-level ties with the Jew- 
ish state. Egypt made peace 
with Israel in 1979. 

"Nobody intends to freeze 
relations with Israel," Mr. 
Musa said. “None of us want 
to revert to the situation of 
confrontation. Nobody wants 
to bring back the tension into 
the re^on." 

“The fact that you don't 
like to see Arabs meeting is 
not a reason for us not to 


meet." he added. “You have 
no reason for concern." 

"You'll have to get used to 
the foct that there are meet- 
ings in the Arab World, on 
the issues of peace and stabil- 

"And if you work on these 
issues, there is no reason to 

worried. But if Netanyahu 
plans to say 'no' to territory. 
"no' to negotiations on Jeru- 
salem and 'no' to the Golan, 
don't come to us with com- 
plaints," he said. 

Arab states have urged Mr. 
Netanyahu, who narrowly 
defeated Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres in May 29 national 
elections, to continue region- 
al peace moves or face isola- 
tion and violence. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who plans 
to present his gov’emment 
when Israel's parliament con- 
venes on Monday, has said 
Arab threats will not force 
Israel into making political 
concessions. 

“We are not affected by 
(Continued on page 7) 


Ciller and 
Erbakan 
in talks on 
coalition 

ANKARA (AFP) — A first 
round of coaliifon talks be- 
tween Islamist leader Nee* 
mettln Erbakan and former 
Premier Tansu Ciller failed 
Friday as the two could not 
agree on who would become 
prime minister. 

“We will evaluate Mr. 
Erbakan's proposals for a 
coalition." Ms. Ciller said in 
a brief news conference after 
a close to three-hour meeting 
with Mr. Erbakan. 

She did not elaborate on 
the nature of Mr. Erbakan's 
proposals. 

Mr. Erbakan, leader of the 
pro-Islamic Welfare Party, 
told reporters that Ms. Cil- 
ler's conservative True Path 
Party would give its formal 
reply to his proposals on 
Thursday. 

One political source said 
talks between the two leaders 
were “locked up on who will 
become prime minister." 


Most right- Ydng 
coalition in the 
making in Israel 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minisier-elecr Be- 
nyamin Netanyahu put the 
finishing touches Friday to 
one of" the most right-wing 
cabinets in Israel's history, 
with a government program- 
me toughened up even more 
to accommodate his religious 
allies. 

Mr. Netanyahu will pre- 
sent his cabinet at Monday's 
opening session of the 12(1- 
seat parliament after two 
weeks of bargaining with reli- 
gious and centre-right par- 
ties. his aides said. 

The new government will 
champion the Biblical con- 
cept of “greater Israel" while 
still pledging to pursue the 
peace process with its Arab 
neighbours, they added. 

Two veteran hardliners, 
former Defence Minister, 
Ariel Sharon and ex-army 
Chief Rafael Eitan. arc 
assured of prominent cabinet 
posts. 

Mr. Sharon and Mr. Eitan 
masterminded Israel's inva- 


sion of Lebanon in June 19S2 
and were severely criticised 
by a state commission of in- 
quiry for their “indirect re- 
sponsibiiiiy" for the massacre 
of Palestinians in the Sabra 
and Shatila refugee camps by 
Israel's militia allies in 
September of that year. 

The pair have ctilled for 
greater scope for Israeli army 
intervention in Lebanon, 
where the Jewish state ocra- 
pies a border ■'security 
zone." 

Israeli newspapers re- 
ported Thursday that Mr. 
Sharon will be given the fi- 
nance minister's job while 
Mr. Eitan, leader of the far- 
right Tsomet Party, was tip- 
ped for the internal security 
ministry which controLs the 
police. 

Mr. Netanyahu's cabinet 
will also include newcomers 
known for their radical views. 

Tsahi Haneghi from Mr. 
Netanyahu's righ-wing Likud 

(Continued on page 7) 


3 children, guerrilla 
killed in S. Lebanon 


RASHAYA, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Three children 
were killed Friday when a 
bomb, apparently planted by 
guerrilias. exploded in the 
Israeli-occupied enclave of 
South Lebanon, security 
sources reported. 

A Hizboliah guerrilla was 
killed earlier in a clash with 
militiamen of the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA), they said. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the explosion occurred at 5 
p.m. (1400 GMT) near the 
village of Houla in the 
central sector of the enclave, 
which Israel calls its 
•“security zone.” 

The sources said they had 
no immediate details about 
the bomb blast, the victims 
or whether guerrillas were in- 
volved. However. Hizboliah 
regularly ambushes Israeli 
, and SLA patrols with roadside 
bombs inside the enclave. 

Attacks on civilians by 
both sides in South Lebanon 
have been prohibited by a 
U.S.-broker^ ceasefire that 


halted a 16-day Israeli bomb- 
ing blitz against Hizboliah 
in April. 

Israel says that onsfaughc 
was provoked by guerrilla 
rocket attacks on its northern 
towns, while the guerrillas 
say were responding to 
Israeli attacks on civilians. 

At least 200 people were 
killed, most of them 
Lebanese civilians, in the 
Israeli offensive. 

Hizboliah is fighting to 

drive the Israelis out of the 
occupied enclave. 

The group said earlier 
Friday that one of its guerril- 
las was killed in a pre-daw'n 
clash wiih the SLA near the 
village of Toumat Niha on 
the edge of the enclave. 

A Hizboliah official 
claimed the guerrillas in- 
nicicd ”a number of casual- 
ties” on the SLA in a 30- 
minuic clash with machine- 
guns and rocket-propeiied 
grenades. 

The SLA’s Voice of the 

South radio reported -the 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein talks to the press as U.S. President Bill Clinltm .tnd 
Jordanian and American officials look on after a meeting at the White House on 
Thursday (Reuters photo) 


Crown Prince begins visit to Canada 
today; focus is on project financing 


AMMAN (J.T.i — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Saturday 
starts an official \isii to Cana- 
da during which he will hold 
talks with senior Canadian 
officials on financing Jorda- 
nian development projects 
estimated to cost more than 
25 million Canadian dollars, 
the Jordan News .Agency, 
Petra, said. ' 

Prince Hassan's talks with 
senior Canadian officials w-jll 
focus on the role of the Cana- 
dian government in financing 
seven development projects, 
including management of- 
range land, the Amman 
Financial Market, the en- 
vironmenl. specifications and 
metrology, women's develop- 
mem and telecommunica- 
tions. in addition to support- 
ing Jordan's balance of pay- 
ments. 

The Canadian government 
last year provided 18 million 
Canadian dollars to support 


Jordan's hulancc of p:i\- 
mems. 

The Jordanian government 
is seeking a 15 million Cana- 
dian dollars us contribuiion 
to cover the deficit in the 
balance of payments. 

The Canadian govern- 
ment's financial, support to 
Jordan over the past nine 
years amounted to ilU mil- 
lion Canadian dollars. 
. according to Petra. 

Prince Hassan. accontp.i- 
nied by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath. left for 
Canada on Thursday, begin- 
ning a several-day working 
visit, during which he wifi 
also discuss means of bo<.ist- 
ing bilateral lies us well os a 
host of regional and interna- 
tional issues of mutual con- 
cern. 

Last Wednesday Prince 
Hassan was quoted'as saying 
that his visit to Canada 'will 
also provide an opportunity 
to discuss with Canadian offi- 


cuN direct C'.inadi.in .liJ lo 
the Palestinian refueecs. 

Prince Ilassin, \vh«t m.idc 
the slateineni upiin in.iu- 
gurating a Canadian-funded 
schiX'l run by the United 
N.iliuns Relict .ind Works 
Agency in Sukliiieli. said ciin- 
cem for ihe refugees, p.iriicu- 
larly those with no identity, 
has been dwindling recently 
as the inierniiiion.il Jiplom.i- 
cy was beginning to ignore 
the question of compensation 
for or the repuiriaiion ol the 
Pulesiine refugees to their 
homeland. 

Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath were seen off at the 
airpon by His Royal High- 
ness Prinee Mohaniniad, the 
personal representative of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 
Royal family members and 
senior officials. 

Prinee Mohammad was 
sworn in ns Regent before 
Crown Prince Hassan's de- 
parture. 


Israelis favour withdrawal 
from Hebron, survey shows 


OCCUPIED JERUSALE.M 
(Agencies) — Most Israelis 
expect Prime Minister-elect 
Benyamin Netanyahu to fulfil 
the outgoing government's 
promise to withdraw troops 
from parts of the West Bunk 
dry of Hebron, an opinion 
poll showed on Friday. 

Fifty-seven per cent of the 
502 Israelis surveyed by the 
Dahaf Institute for the 
Yedioih Ahronoth newspap- 
er said the new government 
must carry out the redeploy- 
ment. .38 per cent said it must 
not and five per cent did not 
respond. 

In Hebron itself on Friduv. 
Palestinians hurled stones 
and a firebomb at Israeli sol- 
diers who- gave chase, 
smashing a storefront, over- 
turning vegetable stalls, forc- 
ing merchants to close and 
detaining Palestinians, wit- 
nesses said. 


There were no reports of 
any injuries. 

Hebron is the last of seven 
West Bank cities set for a 
redeployment under Israel's 
self-rule peace deals with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

Before the election Mr. 
Netanyahu, who opposes 
swapping occupied land for 
peace, said he did not believe 
Israel should withdraw from 
Hebron at all. Since the May 
2V voie. he has said he will 
address the Hebron issue 
only after forming a new gov-- 
emment. 

He hopes to forge a coali- 
tion by Monday. 

Outgoing Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres delayed the 
pull-back, originally sche- 
duled for March 2S. after 
suicide bombers killed 59 
people in Israel in February 
and March. He has left to 


Mr. Netanyahu the final deci- 
sion on whether (o go ahead. 

Soldiers will remain in 
Hebron to proiect 4iKl Jewish 
settlers who live m enclaves 
among IJU.UlHi Paleslini.ins. 

The opinion pi'll, which 
hud j four per cent nurgin of 
error, showed that .'^7 per 
cent believed Israel need not 
withdraw from South Leba- 
non where five soldiers were 
killed by guerrilULS this week. 

Israeli troops and their 
Lebanese miiiiia allies 
occupy a anti-guerrilla 
''security zone" m South 
Lebanon. 

A leading aide lo PLO 
Chuirm.m Yasser .-\rnfai 
warned Friday that there w-ill 
be “no peace" unless Mr. 
Netanyahu honours the out- 
going government's pledge to 
withdraw troops from Hcb- 

(Cimiinuod un page 7 i 


Iraq proposes compromise 
to solve inspection stand-off 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Iraqi Deputy Pnme 
Minister Tareq Aziz on Fri- 
day offered to solve the stan- 
doff with U.N. weapons in- 
spectors by conducting joint 
inspections with Rolf Ekeus, 
the U.N. official In charge of 

Iraqi disarmament. 

•if the site which you wish 
to enter is one of the sites 
which we consider related to 
national security, you and 1 
shall enter the site together." 
Mr. .Aziz said in a four-page 
letter to the Security Council. 

He said Mr. Ekeus could 
be accompanied by three 
members of his inspection 
team and he would have 
three officials on his side. At 
the same time he said Iraq 
would still allow surprise in- 
spections. a suggestion that 
puzzled diplomats. 

Mr. Ekeus said he needed 


to study the proposal first 
without reacting to it. His 
ballistic and nuclear weapons 
team of 54 people has been 
barred from four military- 
related sites in or around 

Baghdad since Tuesday. 

Mr. Ekeus intends to leave 
for Baghdad on Monday and 
arrive on Wednesday but his 
mission was not necessarily to 
lead an inspeaion team, di- 
plomats said. 

Mr. Aziz, in the letter, also 
repeated his offer for a group 
of Security Council members 
to go to Iraq. He said that 
'after such a mission. Mr. 
Ekeus should w'riie a report 
“with a view to putting an 
end to the issue of the suspi- 
cions and accusations about 
the hidden documents and 
materials, thus avoiding in 
the future any problems ab- 
out the inspection of sensitive 


sites." 

U.N. Secrcc.iry-Generul 
Boutros Ghali expressed 
hope Friday that Iraq's refus- 
al to admit U.N. weapons 
inspectors to sensitive milit- 
ary sites would not delay the 
implementation of the re- 
cently concluded oil-tor-fond 
deal. 

Meanwhile, the Security 
Council debated a response 
to Iraq's defiance in barring 
weapons inspectors from five 
sites despite numerous U.N. 
resolutions giving them ac- 
cess to any location where 
they believe illeg.il wcMpons 
are stored. 

Britain and the United 
Slates have urged the council 
to declare Iraq in “material 
breach" of the 1991 ceasefire 
which ended the Gulf war. a 

iCoulinued un page 7) 
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‘Voice of Love’ 
draws listeners 
in West Bank 



RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
Fo^et Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Yasser 
Araiat. In Ramallah, the 
West Bank's commeidal 
capital, it is time fw love 
and peace, says a pioneer 
Palestinian radio station 
which shuns politics and is 
livening up the airwaves 
wiih an upbeat message to 
young Paiestinians. 

“Our programmes axe to 
make people relax and 
smile." says Moutaz 
Bseiso, 30. owner of the 
Voice of Love and Peace 
(VoLP). 

**We never, ever do news, 
and there is no politics 
whatsoever," Mr. Bseiso 
declares proudly. 

Broadcasdng at 953 FM 
on a weak signal that pene- 
trates die Ramallah self- 
rule area but does not get 
far beyond VoLP was shut 
down by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
for two days last week on 
the grounds that it lacked 
the proper licence. 

But &e radio a^^Taiently 
has strong backing &om 
Ramallah’sPNA governor. 
Mustafa Uftawi, and other 
PNA officials who helped 
straighten out the paper 
work so the beat could go 
on. 

Love and peace is the first 
private Palestinian radio 
st^on, and its launch 
comes two years after the 
PNA headed by Yasser 
Arafat arrived in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
launched its official Voice 
of Palestine (VOP) radio. 

The VoLP pitches’ a mix- 
ture of Arabic and -Western 
music, with dedications, 
call-ins. puzzles and con- 
tests — much of it in a dis- 
tinctive local dialect which 
combines Palestinian Ara- 
bic with American slang. 

The approach- contrast 
with VoLP’s enqihasis on 
news, interviews and polit- 
ical commentaries that 
invariably aim to present 
the authority's positions 
and mobilise support for 
them. 

‘The new station is a 
local thing, we are not 
afiaid of it," said Bassem 
Abu Somaya, director-gen- 
eral of radio for the official 


Palestine Broadcasting 
Coiporation. 

fhinic different people 
would be listtning to it. 
They are talking to the 
youth and it's not a prdilem 
for us," be said. 

The other main radio 
offerings for West Bazdc 
mnsic listeners are Radio 
Jordan’s English language 
pop Station and Israeli 
broadcasts. 

The new station blares 
from shops and restaurants 
in Ramallah . which since 
the end of the 1987-93 
intifada against Israel has 
increasingly become a 
nightlife hub in addition to 
a banking and business 
centre. 

Its restaurants, pubs and 
discos are enjoyed by 
wealthier lesidrats but 
remain out of reach — and 
even conception — to 
poorer ones. 

‘'It seems that people are 
listening, especially the 
younger gener^on who 
are still in the age of love,” 
said Ghassan Khatib. 
director of the Jerusalem 
Media and Communica- 
tions Centre. The station 
its first appearance 
on the airwaves last year, 
but was shut down after 
two months by Israeli mili- 
tary autboities who con- 
trolled Ramallah until the 
entiy of Palestinian securi- 
ty forces in December. 

‘‘We can go home at 2:30 
in the morning and not be 
stopped by soldiers and the 
situation is a lot better than 
it was, with no conqikii- 
son," Bseiso said. 

But Ramadan Safi, a fcx- 
mer candidate for the 
Palestinian legislative 
council who lives i.in .the 
Amari refugee canq>- next 
to Ramallah, says tile Sta- 
tion has not caught on 
there. 

nrhe number of listeners 
among the upper class and 
also the middle class is 
growing ” Mr. Safi said. “It 
is a lovely station.” ''But 
people in the canq> don’t 
listen to iL” 
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STAND-OFF IN IRAQ: United Nations arms inspectors monitor the ^trance of a Republican Guard focility in 
Bagdad on Friday. Iraq meanwhile proposed ot the U.N. a compromise to allow the arms inspectors immediate 
access to sites it deems vital to its nation^ secority (see page one) 

Iranian Kurd refugees Israel reports Turkish 
flee to northern Iraq deal near completion 


SULAYMANIYEH. Iraq 
(AFP) — Some ISO Iranian 
Kurdish lefiig^, mostly 
womeo and children, have 
fled to Kuitiish-held nCHihem 
Iraq fircm a camp west of 
Ba^idad set up in 1981 dur- 
ing the war against Iran. 

“We ran away fixnn the 
camp because there was 
hardly any water, food or 
health care," explained Ali 
Mdiammad Aziz here on 
Thursday. 

“We are 30 families alto- 
getliei" from A1 Tash camp in 
Ramadi. western Iraq, he 
said. 

‘1 spent over 10 years in 
tiiat cany) and I couldn’t 
stand it anymore," said 
anotiier man, 35-year-oId 
Sabrah Abdul Kacim Saeed 

Murad. 

The group has been split 
iq), wifo only scnae,qt ijasm - 
nffpT^dna nidaiEd lV)US« by^^ 
Iraqi rillagd^.Many ' 
have sou^t shelter in aban- 
doned pc^by riiacks and are 
seeking help from relief 
oiganisaticHis. 

The refugees travelled by 
bus to Baghdad and on to the 
last Iraqi checkpoint before 
the Kunfish-held regions. 
Ih^ crossed into 
Sulayamiyeh province on 


June 3. 

The soldiers looted what- 
ever we bad and fired in the 
air to fiighteo us," said Mr. 
Murad. 

“The Iraqi soldiers todc 
2J300 dinars, a gold necklace 
and two rings before leoing 
me cross” to Kifri on the Iraqi 
Kurdish side, complained a 
23-year-(^ woman, Aiya 
Hameed Murad. 

The refugees, who expect- 
ed more of the 4,000 Iranian 
Kurdish families in Al-Tash 
to abandon the camp, said 
they asked in vain for help 
frcm Iraqi authorities and ti» 
United Nations High Com- 
mission fix' Refugees 
(UNHCR) to return to Ir^ 

But Sultan Khaiji, a 
UNHCR resettiement crfficer, 
said tiieir return was not the 
re^nsbiliiy of his coganisa- 
.. tiCMLgW&haye contacted tile 
Iian^'gbv^Bin^t^^ 
'‘refusedio al^ tiira i&utii,'^ 
be said. 

The already stiett:hed Kur- 
<£sh authorities in Sulay- 
maniydi have not been able 
to offer help to the refugees, 
who fled Iran either because 
they sided with haq during 
the 1980-1988 oxiflict 
borause Aeir homes were in 
the war zone. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Financing 
for Israel airc^ industries’ 
(lAI) S600 million deal to 
upgrade the Turkish air 
force’s fleet of F-4 Phantom 
jets is neaily coaq)lefed. 
Israeli officials and Iranking 
sources said on Thursd^. 

They denied an Is^li 
newspaper report that the 
deal was at risk because 
Israeli baidcs had not 
secured government guaran- 
tees for the entire financing. 

lAI reached agreement 
with Turkey in 1995 to 
upgrade 54 McDonnell 
Efouglas F-4 jets. The deal 
was a boost for Israel's 
defence industcy and a sign 
of tbe stiengfoening ties 
between Turkey arid tbe 
Jewirih state, which were 
weak during decades of 
Arab-Israeli conflict 
1 Tuxk(^ howexcr,.. sought 

lAl- 

does not provide. 

“We have no idea about 
difficulties caused by the 
banks regarding this deal. 
From our side, namely Bank 
Hapoalim, we are doing 
everything to promote this 
deal," said a spokeswoman 
at H^Kialim, load’s largest 
bank. 


Tbe government has 
agreed to guarantee $410 
millio n in hank financing. 
An Israeli official who 
asked not to be named said 
this was the foil amount 
requested by lAL 

Conviction of the deal 
now dqiends on finalising 
an agreement between 
Israeli commercial banks 
oidTkiikey. 

A spokeswoman at Bank 
Leumi said the guarantees 
were secured and details of 
the financing would be 
convicted “in tbe coming 
weeta." 

“Because of tbe large sum 
involved and because lAI 
does not finance clients and, 
since it was aa important 
deal fix Israel, the banks 
agreed to provide tbe 
an 

dal said. 

Israeli, goyemment guaran- 
tees which have since been 
agreed, offidals said. 

The five-year deal to 
upgrade the filter bombers 
involve mstaJJatioo of 
advanced avionic systems, 
including radar and elec- 
tronic warfare and naviga- 
tion systems. 


Iraqi art pays heavy price to survive embargo 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraqi art once at the fore- 
front of modem Arab cul- 
ture, is being sold off at 
give-away prices as 
painters struggle to survive 
the U.N. embargo. 

Two thousand five hun- 
dred dollars? But that one's 
big^r and it costs less! I’ll 
give you 500,” said an Arab 
businessman,' haggling 
over prices with a leading 
painter at his Baghdad stu- 
dio. 

Jamil Haimnudi, a 
founder of modem Iraqi art 
explained bow painters are 
coping under the U.N. sanc- 
tions since the 1990 inva- 
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sion of Kuwait that have 
crippled foe economy. 

“A lot of people come to 
Baghdad just to buy paint- 
ings and tiien re-sell them 
abroad at a much higher 
price," he said. 

The 72-year-old palmer 
said “a large number of 
valuable wo^, and espe- 
dally paintings by great 
artists, have gone abroad,” 
despite strict border con- 
trols against such traffick- 
ing. 

“Iraqi artists themselves 
have fled in laige num- 
bers," most of them to Jor- 
dan which is one of the few 
Arab countries still to give 
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visas to Iraqis, Mr. Hammu- 
di said. 

Galleries have multiplied 
in Iraq “but as purely com- 
mercial enterprises.” 

Mr. Hammudi, who 
brushed shoulders with foe 
likes of Andre Breton and 
Jacques Preven during 25 
years spent in Paris, prefers 
to keep working at his 
small' home packed with 
pmntings in foe Kerrada 
district 

“It's hard work just find- 
ing foe paints, brushes and 
tbe other things we need,” 
said Mr. Hammudi. “And 
when you do find them, 
prices are exorbitant: a 


tube of paint costs 3,000 
dinars,” tbe monthly salary 
of a civil servant. 

Iraqi artists are also iso- 
lated fiom the outside 
world and its influences, 
deprived of foreign art 
books and reviews. “This 
embargo that they call eco- 
nomic is also cultural and 
social,” protested Mr. 
Hammudi. 

Maha Kamal who works 
at an established galleiy in 
a villa of the well-to-do 
suburb of Mansur said most 
of her buyers are foreign- 
ers. “And more and more 
artists are going abroad to 
sell their works.” 


Works of art sell in Bagh- 
dad at ridiculously low 
prices, a tenth of their 
value in Amman , which has 
become a hub of activi^ 
for Jordaiuan intemiedi- 
aries and wealthy Gulf Arab 
customers. 

“Priceless works, espe- 
cially by painters who are 
now de^ have been talren 
finm Iraqi museums and 
shipped to Amman." said 
Rareh A1 Nassiri, an Iraqi 
artist who has himself set 
up shop in foe Jordanian 
capital. 

“Painters here sell off 
their works at a much lower 
price than what they’re 


worth because they need 
tbe money,” be lamented. 
“Some of them have even 
abandoned their own style 
and are doing commercial 
woric on demand, so that 
rich people, mostly from 
Gulf countries, can deco- 
rate their villas with land- 
scapes and horses.” 

‘T once saw a trader pafo 
bis truck near where an 
Iraqi painter was holding 
an- exhibition. He snapped 
up all foe paintings at a low 
price and loaded them onto 
the back of bis vehicle," 
Me Nassiri recalled. 
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Menem, King Hassan hold talks 

BA RAT fR) — Axgeniine president Carlos Menem and 
^g^san held their firat foi^ talks on 
^Tiursday hoping to enhance relations two 

countries sep^ted by an ocean ^ f" 

direct contacts. Mr. Menem ^v^ on Wedne^y in 
mSocco for a state visit the first since ^lomanc rela- 
dons were established between ^ 
in tbe vear King Hassan was enforot^ 35 y™ ago.- 
^iTwVfeaders met for one hour at foe Moorish royal 
palLe in Rabat, where foe two govemmern signed 
acccSs to boost investments in focir resp«^ 
tries and cooperate in foe vetennaiy fields and m 
cries Mr. Menem was quoted in the Moroccan media 
earliCT as bemoaning foe low levd of co^Mon 
between foe two couniries, which he sted were ^ 
grmhically distant but cultuially compatible. As botii 
are^veloping countries, we murt ^^ays to 
devdop an exchange of expemse a^ g<»ds. Mt 
Meaiem lold tbe newspaper Le Mabn du Sahara m an 
interview on Wednesday. 

Israel to move third century mosaic 

LOD (AFP) — Israel said Thursday it would move a 
1 600-year-old Roman mosaic to make room nv dk 
enlargement of a road passing through the toiwi of ^ 
near Tel Aviv. “This mosaic will be moved to be 
played at eifoer the Israel Museum in Jerusalem or m foe 
tOTvn of Lod," said Education Minister Amnon Rubin- 
stein. The mosaic, which covere 180 square meters, 
rfatpc back to the third or beginning of foe foura centu- 
ry said ar^aeologist Myriam Avisar, after its dist^t^ 
by accident during the road woiks. “It is umque for hs 
type in Israel and is a rare beauty.” Ms. Avi^ot said, 
adding that at one lime Lod was a very nch Roman 
town. Tbe aninial moofe of the mosaic, which covered 
foe floor of a large Roman villa, are extremely varied 
and its vibrant colours have survived foe passage of 
time. 

Mortar hits Care office in Somalia 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — Three people were killed and 
four injured after a stray mortar round landed at the Care 
International office in south Mogadishu, witnesses In foe 
Somali capital said. The round was fired during fighting 
between United Somali Congress/Somali National 
Alliance (USC/SNA) supporters of General Mohammad 
Farah Aideed and Osman Hassan Ali “Ato,” they said. It 
was not clear which side bad fired foe mortar, but both 
sides accused each other of responsibility. The incidem 
foUowed an exchange of fire between foe factions, 
which are Trying for control of south Mogadishu. 

Israelis discover key cell enzyme 

REHOVOT, Israel (AFP) — Israeli rese^chers reported 
Friday the foscoveiy of a key enzyme involved in foe 
self-destruction of human cells, a find which could hdp 
develop treatments for cancer, multiple sclerosis and 
jnx Hxniit* diabetes. “We've identified a crucial step in foe 
self-annihilation of cells and may now be able to control 
David Wallach of tbe Weizmann Insii- 
mte. Ilnmm'MUs'teff-^^ regulaiy in-a'iiornial 

process that enables organs to renew and repw tbem- 
derisiM^atito-iriA d^ot]^s,'in'dludi% 
multiple "scieioi^nai^ diabet8l. "fois prdfidSs 

functions out of control. Mr. Wallach and bis leseaicbeis 
found that when these diseases strike, erroneous “s^* 
destructf messages are sent to foe c^s. triggering aa 
enzyme, b^sed macb, which attacks viral {xroteins and 
lea^ to tbe breakup of the cell. “Tbe new understaading 
of foe suicide mechanism may make it possible to block 
it in auto-immune disorders,” tbe institute said in a state- 
mmL “in addition, tbe new finding may help us under- 
stand the growth of cancerous tumours in witich the cel- 
lular suici^ mechanisms responsible for maiatainnig 
normal growth of tissues are sometimes disturbed,” it 
said. 

Is lamis ts go on trial in Egypt 

CAIRO (A^ — Egypt will put 13 more members of pt 
country's biggest Muslim fundamentalist group on trial 
before a nulitaiy court Saturday in a move conttemned 
human rights groups. trial marks the fourfo timg Mus- 
lim Brotiterbood members will f^ a military conit 
the goTtemment's IS-monfo can^gn gainst the group 
whi^ is outlawed but was long considered too powefoil 
and p^olar to suf^n^. The Brotherhood renounced rio- 
lence in tbe 1970s in hs acten^it to hring about Tslanwc lav 
and was even allowed to enter Egypt’s legislative elections 
in coalitim with otiier political parties. But tbe govern- 
ment fa^ imprisoned dozens of its members after tb^ 
were said to Ire linked to miliMny organisatirais invcdvMin 
a four-year canqreigD to overtinow Egypt's goveameoL 
Tbe l^est defendants were arrested >^vil 2 and indude 
former members of parliament, union leaders and mfeS’ 
SOTS. Three of them were fbun^g menibers of an 
ic-oriented pditical group called the centre party, ^foicb 
foe government has refused to fegaK-m 
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JNjng says regions 
cooperation will help 


region^ H Rawabdeh heads activists delegation to Iraq 


overcome 


'0*r JesDe«- % 




founh^ 

• If# j* ^ 


Somalia 


ISTANBUL (Petra) — Jor- 
dan looks wMi bq)e fs^ 
pptixmsm towaids ngiODa] 
coqieiaiicKi in die lt£ddle 
fast legioD in an eta of 
pe^ and stabUiiy so tlu£, 
in cooperanoD ndg^ 
boanng countries, it can 
■overcome die many chal- 
lenges &dng itspeo^e^ 
! EBs M^es^ King Hussein 
I s^ in an address to the 
j UJf.^pODSOted Habitat II 
Confoence held in Istan- 
bul. 

** Pie whole IMSddle East 
‘feis.from acute 
wale: sLonages, r^d pop- 
ulation growth and d^et- 
: ing niat!" J xesources as 
exceeding burdens 
oa social and economic 
i infiashnctDre,** said the 
King in his address, ddiv- 
ered on his bdialf by Mm- 
, . ister cif Public Woate and 
Honging Abdul Ibdi 
I I^jaK who leads Ionian’s 
I del^atioD to die confer- 
eace. 

^Decent housing has 
been one of oar main con- 
cerns in Jocidaii and in the 
: past few decades we were 
idde to secore decent hous- 
ing and a decent life to the 
ma]<sity of our citizens 
deqiite popnlaticn inoeas- 
es renting miainly fiom 
: tas fyrctd migt^ons over 
the past 50 ydos,” said 
ISngHnssein. 

“In the past decaifes, we 
I were able to shaiply 
I reduce the infent mortality 
rates, provided water and 
I electricity to neady all 
pans of the country and 


created decent booang for 
most people. But tins does 

not mean an end. to .our 
problems because tiie 
n^d 'pcqmlatioo gro w th 
reqnm more efforts for 
htnisiDg and other ser- 
vices,** added King mis- 
sefaL 

"Hie Middle East region 
h as been tiie gmiTi# of 
’"'•ilisations tbrougboot 
Insttxy, but most erf its 
countries nowadays suffer 
&i,.n mea^ lesoorces of 
water, which is e!«enfta 1 
development, and from 
growing demands, on 
sodo-eoQQoimc services,** 
said tbe King. 

He said *lt is hoped that 
regional cooperation in an 
atnaositoe of c o ngK h ai- 
rive peace would enable 
peeves to better utilise 
their natural lesoorces and 
provide healthy erndron- 
meot and hoDsiiig hnn- 
dreds of miiiinng living in 
tbexegion.*' 

“Our efforts towards 
peace in tbe Middle East 
and the conclurion of tbe 
Joidan-Israel peace treaty 
was aimed si leducto^ 
tinman a nfiBwinp i resulting 
from tbe various conflicts 
and these efforts rqaese n t 
our contribotioos rowa^ 
buHdiog a better and safer 
worid dominated by peace 
and cooperation,** added 
tbe king. 

Tbe Cog said that Jor- 
dan "looks with h(^ «hat 
your ooofetence and its 
recofTimeiKlations win 
serve as aoodMT major step 


toward he^g tbe worid 
"to psovide pet^le with 
mane deoeoc and safer 
balntat and pave the 
ground for coopetarion 
among couudes of the 
worid 10 fidffl tiiis ot:^ 
tive.** 

IheXhoted Nations Cen- 
nie for £bnnaa SeoleoKats, 
ihe meet- 


the conference focused 
world attcntirai on ways 
aadjneao&rof ihe 

world’s cities, towns, vil- 
lages^aadbonies most liv-. 
able andsostmoable. 

Jordan’s delegation to 
the June 344 w*^**»"g pre- 
sented two pt^eis fe^nr- 
ing tile lOngdlom’s esqperi- 
znems in bousing projects 
in the past years. 

The UJi. Sind tint tiie 
conference offered an 
oppo r t unit y to the dele- 
gates to lem fmn tiie best 
practices ^iplied in all 
parts of the worid, saying 
that almost half of tbe 
worid’s population live in 
dties the year 2025 
more titan two tifotis of the 
wodd*s popoladoa win be 
mayor uftaateas. 

The conference, which 
was dne to cooclode offi- 
dal m eetin g s Fridiqr, was 
euqpected to issue a deda- 
ration Satnrday ncgiiig 

gftV ftn i H wntg to latmrh 

jrnnt ventmes with resi- 
dents of ueban areas to 
iffilprove citie s * iKtmmicfra - 
tkm and consequently 
pave die w^ for creative 
solutions to habhat-related 


Queen thanks UNWG for its 

of e^iicatipnal programme 


Que$;;Noor m 
thumVad foe niK.^omeif s 
Gdld in Geneva (UNWG) 
frn- "generous financial 
donation” it -foade to 
finance aprogramine tiiat 
will provide #rfnfarinnal 
padrages fo 140 low- 
income chiQdrea in four 
uoder-devdoped and 
remote villages in Jmdan. 

Queen Noor recognised 
tile guUd’s cootribntitm in 
i a spiedi to ^ guild in 
'.^GcMva delivered on her 


2fn-ciW? 


uon&^H PmthS I^d Ben ' 
ZodThittaday. ' 

The edbcatiGoal Pl- 
ages, winch are adomris- 
teied by die Noor M Ho^ 
grin Foandati(Mi*6 (^lality 
of life Pncgecc, will 
include "basic school 
needs tiiat tiie drildren’s 
femOies could not afford** 
to enable them to pursue 
their education and 
in^nove tbeir life 
prospects, a press idease 
said 


friendsta^ understand- 
ing among women of all 

iMtrinnsilftws and rnltnnil 

badi^roinids,** the press 
idease sdd It has ^iproa- 
imaidy 500 members jep- 
lesenting neady 80 coun- 
tries indndlng Jeutian. The 
guild aims to assist chil- 
dren in need through^ 
die worid by firndhig 
small-scale non-govem- 
mentd projects the 
wdfere m dhOdren. 


Two-day workshop to address 
ways to improve women’s centres 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
American Ceoixe in 
Amman will Sunday hdd 
a two*day wadesfaop in 
siqiport of women’s devel- 
opment in Ionian. 

The wodeshop, wMch 
will be held at the Queen 
Zftjn A1 Sharaf Complex 
feu Development, win be 
conducted by Samira Bac- 
foush-Hiadsky, director of 
Middle .East Noitii 
■ Africa Itegrmmnes at the 
Education Develt^iment 
' Centre in Washington, DC, 
^ Ms. Juify Mtell^ execu- 
tive dirretor, the Women’s 


Cratre. Vienna, Vizghna 
acid Judge Rosemarie. 
Annunziata, Afizginia Court 
of Appeals. The opening 
ceremoiy wiU be inaugn- 
raied by Fazab Daghestani, 
dicectoc general, Pzincess 
Women’s Resource 

Centre. 

The wodeshop will exam- 
ine bow to strengthen and 
improve women’s centres. 
Woil^iop pazticzpaziis will 
Higmwg to advise 

social service providers 
anH others concezned witii 
women’s issues on strate- 
gic planning and raganisar 


tionai developmeoL Fartic- 
ipanis win also lock at the 
ty^ of services that 
wood's resource centres 
can offer, as well as tbe 
isiportaDce of fhtid-niaDg 
networidng. 

The first day of the wotic- 
shop win focus on devel- 
opment for smaD enterpris- 
es, Qsiog women’s centres 
as a case study. The second 
day wffl address topics 
involved >m the manage- 
ment and snstainalHliQi of 
zum-govetomeotal orgam- 
satioiis<NGOs). 


• movie shows entitled “Story 

Frun Chikanratso*’ and “Taro, the 
Dragon Boy** respectively at 5:00 pjn. 
and 7ti)0 pjn. at tire Royal Cnttnral 
Centre. • , 

« Broadcasting of Japanese TV 
grammes and films on Jordan Televi- 
sion. 


* Flay: “Bedside Manners” Derik 
Nimmo Fl^rers at the FtHle Grand 
Hold at 9:00 pjn. (to be preceded by 
dinner at 7:30 p.m.) 


* “Jordaidan International Exbfldtion 
for Bnflfing and Constmetion Equip: 
ment” at the World Exhibit Centre, 
Universi^ Road, unto Jane 10. 

• Wuks by contemporary Arab artists 


at Darat A1 Fnmun, Jabal Wdbddi, 
until Jane 30. 

* Photography eatiiildt by American 

photogra|dier Gewge entitied 

“Passage Across tihe Jwdan” at the 
American Centre, imtfl Jane 23. 

* Woito 1w Raffe Mdonb at the French 
Cultural (Centre, imm June 27. 

* Works by Ahmad Nawash at the Jor- 
dan Plastic Arts -Association, Jabal 
Wdbdcb, <mitiljane 29) (TU 623297). 


* Performance Bd^an Jazz band 
Grazer Saxophi^ (^arteC at tiie i 
Amman Ampbitiieatre at 9:30 pjn. j 


* Presentation about 'IFlora of Mqjib 
Natnre Reserve” by Bensada Abddka- 
dcf, Maber Qiriiavri, and Khaldoon 
Kiwan at the Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Natnre at 2:00 pju. CIbl 
037931/2). 


Tly Mervat Snwadeh 
' ^huiat to The Ionian Tunes 

AMMAN — The government on 
Friday de dm ed c omm ent on a trip 
tiiat a ddegation beaded by for- 
mer dqmty pritne mnrisier and 
padiament member Abdul Raonf 
Rawabdeh made to Iraq Thursday 
in what delegation sources have 
described as a Nd to express soli- 
darity vnA the Imp pe^^ 

Bat the government's declared 
stand on su^ issues is the del- 
egation only reprints views 
of its fflembeis — not ofGdal pol- 
icy — and that ^ ^>verDmeza 
not interfere with the policies 
of politied paities in die corany. 

The defegatioQ, which left 
Thuis^ morning, indnded six 
dqnties, ti^iresetttatives of 17 
pt^tical paities as vreli as nmon- 
ists from the engizieers, lawyers, 
doctors and writers assodaiions. 
Joidati's Women Federation, the 
Arab Hmnao Rights Organisation 


and the Federation of Arab Doc- 
tors also have representatives in 
the 80-meznbcr team. 

Deputy Khalil HaddatSn (a 
Ba’foist) said tbe visit at 
'''reaffirming the Jordanim public 
stand tows^ dte ha^ people 
regardless of any political ten- 
sioos.” 

''Relations between tbe Jordan- 
ian ffiid the Iraqi p^le go beyond 
any pditical decisions and we 
want to reassure our Inip brothers 
of the Jordanian suppon,” Me 
HaddadiD said before leaving to 
Baghdad. 

Mr.- Haddadio and odier delega- 
tion members asserted that tbe 
“government did not object to tbe 
d&gaticm’s visit to Ba^idad,” 
xriii& is the second to Iraq since 
tbe beginning of die yean 

“We did not ask the government 
pennissioD because this is a 
public delegatitm aixl tbe govem- 
meot did not intervene,** Had- 
dadin told the Jordan Times. 


Sa’ed Abu Meizar, president of 
tbe Jordan Dentists Assodation, 
voiced hope that the visit will help 
is^rove Jordanun-lra^ relations, 
wNdi sooted recently over Jor- 
dan’s increaring rririrism of tbe 
Iraq^ regime. 

"We hope that by intencting 
widi tbe h^ people we will be^ 
to restore reladoos b et w een Iraq 
and Jordan,” said Dl Abo Meizar 
whose syndicatt is r e p re se nt e d in 
tbe defegatioD. 

Jordanian-Iiaqi leUdoos began 
to sour in Angnsc 1994 after Joi^ 
dan granted political a^nm to 
Sadd^ Hnssein’s sm-in-law 
Hiis<icm Kamel" who defected to 
the Kingdom and vowed to topple 
tbe Iraqi lepme. 

Cfenehd Kamd remroed to Bagh- 
dad earlier this year after be was 
promised parte by the Iraqi 
regime. 

However, he was IdOed alraig 
with members of his family fiimt- 
ly after arriving in Iraq. 



Abdul Rjouf Rawabdvh 

This, coupled with Jordan's 
increasing criticism of Iraq's poli- 
cies, triggered a deep rift between 
the two countries. 


Implementation of U.N. resolutions essential 
for ensuring regional stability — Shakhanbeh 


GENEVA (Petra) — Jordan 
has eflUed for the imple- 
mentarioo of UJJ. resolu- 
tions indiKfing those of the 

OrganisatioD (ILO) rep^ 
ing die Middle regioa 
ai^ the Pakstioe question 
as essential feem for 
eosoring stability. 

Ddivering Jordan’s 
address to tbe ILO’s 83zd 
meeting in Geneva, Mirds- 
ter of Labour Abdnl Hafiz 
Shakhanbeh sad: "Jordan 
reaffirms that peace and 
seenrity for tiie regjon 
should be based on equi- 
table and just principles 
guaranieeing tiie rights and 
interests of all its people 
and based on respect for 
hnman rigjhts and democra- 
cy.” 

"The Jordanian govern- 


ment has expressed its con- 
demnation oi the violent 
incidents that took pl^ in 
our region is the few 
tiwirh<, which their 
negative impact on the 
peace process and 
expressed deep concern 
over tbe craitmoed tension, 
acts of aggression, the mur- 
der of innftr^nt civiliattS, 
tbe closures and sie^ of 
(Palestinian) territories and 
the confiscation of laryls as 
well as expansions and tbe 
construction of settlements 
fin tbe occupied Palestinian 
lands) v^ch are reminis- 
cent of tbe pre -peace era in 
the region," stressed tbe 

tniniiefer 

He called for the UN to 
ensure full commitmefit to 
peace treaties and agree- 
ments signed by tbe various 


parties in the region and for 
attainin^nt of peace on the 
Syrian-lsneli and 

Lebanese-lstaeii tracks so 
tiiat peace can be con^re- 
henave. 

The minister referred to 
unemployment and poverty 
and said that they stem 
from tbe feet that most of 
tbe countries in the reg^tm 
continue to suffer from 
heavy foreign debts, saying 
that these ills have result- 
ed in some fbrms of terror- 
ism. 

"Tbe ILO is called on to 
help find a way to reduce 
tbe volume of debts on 
these counixies either by 
writing them off or convert- 
ing them into some land of 
investments,'’ be added 

Referring to Josxlan, he 
said “we are woridng 


towards modernising our 
nariooal legiriation in a 
manner that vronld cater to 
the new devek^nnents and 
the requirem ents of the 
modern age and in a way to 
ensure bener fiinire for our 
citizens” 

"Tbe new labour law in 
Jordan, which goes into 
effect on June IS, serves as 
the best maoifestatioD of 
our ability to adapt to the 
sodo-ecoooimc develop- 
ments and our determi^ 
tioo to become self-reliant 
and able tt> anract invest- 
ments to our country to 
stem unemployment and 
poverty,** said tire minister. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh praised 
tbe lelarioDship between 
Jordan and the ILO in 
labour-related areas, 
expressing hope that more 



Abdul Hafiz Shakhanbeh 

positive steps will be token 
towards further coopera- 




concludes with a pledge for continued dialogue 


^Mdal to the JorAui Times 

MAFRAQ ^ — The second 
Enro-Iriam Inremarional 
Confemice concluded its 
deliberations at A1 al Bayt 
Umvex^ Thursday tritii 
optimism and hope that tbe 
inomenmm acUeved in 
four dzys of scbolariy pre- 
sentations and ^bas 
would provide venues for 
furtiier talks and reach out 
beyond tiie confines of the 
conference. 

In a wnqHip press confer- 
ence on Thursday, Al al 
Bayt Univeisity Pteskfeot 
Mohammad Aten Baldiit 
said "If we are onable to 
readi out to sodeQr rtf large 
tbrou^ the nw<fia, then all 
foese debates, presentations 
jinH deliberations will 
reman ’ink on prq>a*, atxi 
we vrin have fukd in 
a^ev^ our objectives. It 
is easier to merefy think 
[about tbe issues at hand] 
than to commit ourselves m 
the [serious] follow-up of 
what we h^e initiated. 
Accordingly, 1 appeal to all 
participants and concerned 
parties to do their utm^ in 
xblkmte °P on, and imple- 
mentation of tbe dedsiODs 
and recommesdatioDS 
arrived at by die partid- 
pants.” 

The confer en ce was inaa- 
gurated Monday by former 


Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. deputising 
for Ihe His Royal Highness 
Crown Ptioce Hassan. It 
started with key speedy 
from each of tbe onivetsity 
presidexit, representatives 
of tbe Swedish government, 
tbe Etm^pean Union, and 
the United Nations Educa- 
tional Scientific and Cultur- 
al Orgaztisation 

(UNE5CX)). A plenary ses- 
sion followed, with speech- 
es from scholars ana histo- 
rians in the fields of Isl^ 
Christianity aixl Muslim- 
rhristian relations. 

The remaining three ds^ 
of tbe c on fe ren ce, however, 
feamred smaller working 
gr o u ps meeting separately 
following brief morning 
plen^ sessions. In the 
closing ceremony chared 
^nator Kamel Abu 
Jaber, the representatives of 
the fezee groups presented 
tiieir group zepats to tbe 
floor. 

Piwting Hit first group 
entitled "UDderstaocting 
and Mutnal Images”, Sune 
Fersson from Sweden bigb- 
li^ted tbe necessi^ for 
"continued dialog^K and 
die drafting of plans to 
bt^ confidence and trust 
between Europe and tbe 
Muslim world as well as 
between Maslims living in 
Europe and their Christian 


congmtiiots.” 

P4>ers presented in ibis 
group included "Islam and 
tbe West: Mutual Myster- 
ies”, "Achieving onder- 
standing in our e^cational 
institutions", "Europe and 
Islam: Coexist oce or Con- 
flict (The Albanian Prob- 
lem)” and "LoQkmg at 
Each Giber’s Artistic 
Expressioo as a Means of 
ProTOtiDg Mutual Under- 
staoding.” 

Dr. Posson also called for 
the need to identify the 
ertqitive issues b^een 
Europe and the Islamic 
worli focusing on democ- 
ratic issues and human 
rights. He reco m mended 
the establishment of 
research centres on Chris- 
tianity in universi- 

ties. 

Participants in tbe second 
group, entitled *Tbe Role 
of Mass Media, Uteratuie, 
and Opinion Makers”, pre- 
sented p^ers entitled: 
"Western - Coverage of 
Islam” *Tbe Role of tbe 
Mass Media”, "Tbe chasm 
between Islam and tbe 
WesT, "Political Obstacles 
Encountering Euro-Islam 
Coexistence", "How Best 
to Inqaove tbe Image of 
Islam”, amoog others. 

Chairing this Secood 
group was Laura Cuazzooe 
film Itdy. She railed fM* 


tbe necessity for "deep 
understanding of. and new 
scholarship on Islamic 
studies as well as die dis- 
manding of barriers 
between tbe Islannc and 
European civilizations.” Dr. 
Guazzone stressed tbe role 
tbe metfia should play in 
providing for "objective 
dialogne rooted in mutual 
reco^tiem and under- 
CTa ratin g, and bow modem 
communiraiioiis systems 
such as inftxiDadOD net- 
works should be capitalised 
upon for tbe dissemination 
of such principles.” 

Recognising that the 
message of inierfeitb har- 
mony would be lost unless 
bolstered by tiie media as 
well as rendered relevant to 
the expmiences of budding 
generations, school syllabi 
and curricula were exten- 
sively discussed Dr. Guaz- 
zooe emphasised tbe need 
ftir "surveying such syllaU, 
eqiedally with reg^ to 
history a^ reli^on classes. 
The i^jMtive hoe should 
be tbe identification and 
highlighting of common 
value structures instead of 
coDcemrarion on points of 
soife, which should then be 
rel^r^ n> the q ipropriate 
venues via modem commo- 
nicatioDs systems.” 

The group, in a bid to 
encourage related media 


coverage pledged to set up 
a prize entitled "Best 
Reponer Prize For Cover- 
age of Islam-Chrisdanity 
Dialogue.” 

Tbe third group, entitled 
"History and the Future*’ 
featured working papers 
that included the following: 
"Re-appreciating Muslim 
Approaches to the World as 
the Creation of God”. "Tbe 
Approach of the Xllfest 
Toward the Rise of tti- 
Rafab Party in Turkey”, and 
"Muslim Contributions to 
Westem/European Gviliza- 
tion." 

The group, chaired by 
Thomas Lunden of Lund 
University in Sweden, 
declared that discussions 
bad been held on *'the con- 
tribution of Muslim civili- 
sation to humanity and to 
Ustorical relations between 
Europe and the Muslim 
wOTld, as well as the role of 
religion in mobilising 
mutual understanding.” The 
group concluded by 
encouraging further acade- 
mic deliberations such as 
the present conference. 

Suggested venues for the 
next Euro-lslamic Confer- 
ence included Morocco, 
India and Turkey. 


Seminar discusses impact of development on environment 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Envlnximent Department 
has urged the adoption of a 
genera! strategy that can 
incorporate safety of tire 
eovironment with deveIo(> 
meat plans. 

Department Director 
General Saleh Al Sharee 
told a one-day seminar held 
to review eavzroamemal 
issues connected with eco- 
Donuc projects that there is 
a need for legislation tiiai 
can guarantee tbe cootinua- 
tioo of a balanced ecologi- 
cal system, especially in ^ 
Dead Sea area which feras 
major challenges in the 
course of implementing 
future development pro- 


grammes. 

"Coacemed parties 
should conduct a compre- 
hensive environmental 
study aimed at guarantee- 
ing tbe pfotectioD of tbe 
environment in all its 
forms,” added Dl Sbaree at 
tbe meeting organised by 
the I^ace and EnvironineDt 
Forum in cooperation with 
the Royal Society for tbe 
Conservation of Nature 
(RSCJO. 

"Wb can for measures to 
develop tbe Dead Sea 
but we believe that priority 
should be for protecting the 
ecosystem there and the 
in^osition of regulations 
that would guarantee tbe 


safe utilisation of lands to 
help secure ecological sta^ 
biliiy ” added Dr. Sbaree. 

He called for geological, 
topogr^hical and geo- 
physical studies as well as 
research on plant and aru- 
mal life around the Dead 
Sea prior to working out a 
sdentific programme 
aimed at ensuring efficieot 
management and protection 
of natural resources and the 
prevention of pdlution and 
deterioration of tbe envi- 
rottmeDt . 

Khaled Irani, RSCN*$ 
director, said there should 
not be any conqietxtion 
between development and 
tbe environment once the 


enviFomnent element is 
included as a basic compo- 
nent in planning projects. 

Participants in the meet- 
ing, who came from Egypt, 
Palestine, Israel as well as 


Jordan, reviewed issues 
connected with industry, 
energy, transport, tourism 
and water projects in the 
region. 


The Karmandarian Family mourn thei 
loss of Marian’s father, 

Charles McGarel, 

who passed away on Friday 14th Ju* 
May his soul rest in peace. 
Karmandarian, P.O.Box 5003 Amman. 
Fax: 791194 

McGarel, 29 Garden Walk, Histon, Cam- 
bridge CB4 4HH 
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Yeltsin looks to future successor 
as he winds up poll campaign 


YEKATERINBURG, Russia (AFP) 
— Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
said Fri^y he already bad a future 
successor in mind as wound up bis 
campaign for Sunny’s presidratial 
elections, in which be is tipped to beat 
Communist challenger Geimady Zyu- 
ganov. 

Speaking in his home dty of Ye- 
kate^burg in the Urals, Mr. Yeltsin 
again called for democrats to unite, sa- 
ying personal ambitions could be 
''dangerous for the future.’’ 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, told reporters that he 
would work well as president for a 

second term, but for the next elections 
in 2000, **a president must be prepared 
whom the people know, whom they 
like, and he must have a certain 
authority.’' 

**l know such a person, and if I were 
that person I would withdraw my can- 
didacy,** Mr. Yeltsin said, without ex- 
plaining which of the nine other cmdi- 
dates in the cuirent elections he 
viewed as a potential successor. 

*^ext time he will probably be the 
next president,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

Under the Russian constimtion a 
president can only serve two full 
terms. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s political future was 
thrown into doubt when be suffoted 
two mild heart attacks in July and 
October last year, but since launchfog 
his re-election bid in February he has 
campaigned vigorously, tiavdling the 
len^ and brea^ of Russia. 


Mr. Zyuganov is Mr. Yeltsin’s main 
challenger in Sunday’s elections, 
according to opinion polls, which fore- 
cast that tte two riv^ will foce each 
other in a decisive second round runoff 
in early July. 

The latest opinion poll conducted by 
the All-Russian Public Opinion 
Research Centre (VTSIOM) gave Mr. 
Yeltsin 36 per cent of the votes and 
Mr. Zyuganov 24 per cent in the first 
round of voting set for June 16. 

"Unfortunately the democrats are 
not united,” Me Yeltsin said Friday in 
Yekaieiinbuig, where he announced 

his candidacy in February. 

“Above all it is a matter of personal- 
ity. Each one has a very high opinion 
of hiTTKftlf and personal ambitions are 
playing a role here. That is dangerous 
for the future,” Mr. Yeltsin stud. 

Ifis comments ^>pei^ to be ad- 
dressed at Grigory Yavlinsky, his main 
rival in the reformist camp, with 
whom he held a series of meetings in 
early May. 

Tteir talks fuelled speculation that 
Mr. Yavlinsky would withdraw his 
candidacy to boost Mr. Yeltsin’s chan- 
ces, but Me. Yeltsin later suggested 
tiiat Mr. Yavlinsky was overambitious 
by demanding the post of prime minis- 
ter. 

Mn Yavlinsky meanwhile ruled out a 
pre-election pact with Mr. Yeltsin, say- 
ing the president was not willing to 
accept the changes he pressed — the 
resignation of Prime Minister Viktor 


Chemomyidin, a cessation of hostili- 
ties in Cbecbenya and a paring down 
of presidential powers. 

Yavlinsky, who is tipped to win 
neariy 10 per cent of die vote in the 
first round, also ruled out any prospect 
of serving in a Yeltsin government 

Mi. Yeltrin has ^so held private 
talks with two other moderam candi- 
dates — re tired General Alexander 
Lebed and eye surgeon Svyatoslav 
Fyodorov — who faSed to unite with 
Mr. Yavlinsky to fixm what observers 
had dubbed a possible third force. 

The Communist victory in Decem- 
ber’s p arliame ntary elections was 
amibu^ partly to the fragmentation 
of the democratic movement. 

Mr. Zyuganov beads a broad coali- 
tion of "national-patriotic” forces, ran- 
ging from hardline orthodox Marxists 
who want to restore the Soviet UnicM] 
to Socialists who favour a mixed econ- 
omy. 

An uoidendfred caller teiqiboned 
police Frids^ to warn that a bomb had 
been placed in the central administra- 
tion building where President Boris 
Yeltsin was wx^ppi°S up bis election 
campaign, Interim News Agency 
reported. 

The agency quoted local police as 
saying security forces bad evacuated 
and sealed off the building, located on 
the route which Me Yeltsin’s motor- 
cade was to use. 
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Sheikh Hasina, whose centrist Awami League won a 
simple m^ority in Bangladesh’s SOO^eat parliamen- 
tary elections, flashes a victory sign before reporters at 
her Dhaka house Thursday. Mi% Hadna said she would 
bid to form a new government (Reuter photo) 


Hasina to fonn new 
Bangladeshi government 


DHAKA (AFP) — Sheikh 
Hasina Wajed began woik 
Friday on forming a new 
Bangladeshi government 
following the victory of her 
party, the Awami League, in 
geoetal elections declaisd 
free and fair by foreign 
observers. 

Although the results from 
29 constituencies have yet 
to be determined, Mrs. 
Hasina met with her advi- 
sors and others to discuss 
forming a government later 
this month, party officials 
said. 

With the results declared 
from 271 of the 300 parlia- 
mentary constituencies, the 
Awami League has won 
133 seats to emerge as the 
largest single party and 
oe^ 18 more for an 
absolute majority. 

Twenty-nine constituen- 
cies have yet to be decided. 
Repolling will be held in 27 
of them on June 19 follow- 
ing irregularities in 
Wednesday’s general elec- 
tions, while the results in 
the two other constituencies 
were held up ou legal 
grounds. 

An observer team from 
the U.S.-based National 
Democratic Institute (NDl) 
endorsed the election 
results but criticised iod- 
deuts of intimidation of 
minority Hindu votera in 
some areas. 

"This was unambigously 
an honest, free and fair 
election,” former U.S. 
Congressman Stephen 
Solarz said. 

He called on political par- 


ties to "accept their statns as 
members of the opposition 
with grace and dignity” and 
for the winners to be "mag- 
nanimous and reconciliato- 
ry.” 

Reacting to remarks pub- 
lished in newsp^rs Friday 
in which Mrs. Khaleda 
Zia’s Ban^adesh Nationa- 
list Party (BNP) said there 
bad been gross rigging. Mr. 
Solarz sai± "I don’t know 
what election they are talk- 
ing about The one we saw 
was free and fair.” 

The BNP’s deputy leader, 
Badruddoza Cbowdbury, 
Thursday said die party had 
complained to the Elation 
Commission about alleged 
fraud in 111 constituencies 
and demanded repolling 
there. 

Mis. Hasina, 49, is expec- 
ted to be chosen by newly 
elected Awami League MPs 
as leader of the party's par- 
liamentaiy group in next 
few days, clearing ber way 
to be Muslim Bangladesh’s 
second women prime min- 
ister succeeding arch- 
rival Mrs. Khaleda Zia, 
party sources said. 

Mrs. Khaleda’s BNP bad 
the second-largest number 
of seats with 104, followed 
by the Jatiya Party (JP) of 
jailed military dictator 
Hussain Mohammad £r- 
sbad with 29. The funda- 
mentalist Jamaat-E-Islami 
bad two seats and three oth- 
ers were won by two small 
parties and an independeoL 

A record 73 per cent of 
voters turned out in Wed- 
nesday’s election. 


Fire destroys black 
church in Oklahoma 


ENID, Oklahoma (R) — In yet another qjpaient race-relat- 
ed attack, a bladit church in nonhem Oklahoma was 
destroyed Thursday by an intense ^ that police believe 
was set deUberately. 

The First Mission^ Baptist Church in the small town of 
Enid about 80 miles (120 kilometres) northwest of 
Oklahoma City was wrecked. Police and fire chiefs said 
they suspected aisotL 

It was the 33rd blaze to hit black churches across tbe 
south in the last 18 months, and President Bill Clinton 
pledged Thursday to stop the arsonists. 

"We’ie going to get to the bottom of every one of these 
cases and we're going to do everytiung we can,” Mr. 
Clinton tdd a news coi^ronce in VMiington. He also said 
he is eoosideriog "otiier possible options” for federal action 
.r^jarost: those whot. tQr^b<,)hlacl^^gbwGh^, and-inight 

...aMOunce^B^fics^?^.; 

The fires have raised,feaES that 'a wave of racially moti-' 
vated violence may be under-way, and led Me -CTinton to 
visit the site of a burned black ^urch in South Carolina 
Wednesday. But many black community leaders believe 
federal investigative efforts have been in^equate. 

Thursday’s blaze began about 4 a.m. (0900 GMT) and 
spread r^idiy with huge flames swirling 40 feet (13 
metres) up through tbe roof when firefighters arrived min- 
utes lateE 

Agents of the Federal Bureau of hivestigation and the 
Treasury’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
picked through the rubble of the gutted church Thui^y 
afternoon to search for clues. 

Enid Police Chief Jim Hood said accelnant was found at 
the scene and a window had been smashed from' the out- 
side, indicating that someone may have broken into the 
church. He said arson had ix>t yet been confirmed but was 
suspected. 

Nobody was injured, but the church’s roof collapsed and 
only the fractured bri^ shell was left stanefing. 

*^o$t everybody is smnned and shock^ Pm sure 
there’ll be some anger a little later but right now everyone 
is just shaken,” Fue Dq)aitinent spokesman Cari C^roU 
said. ' 

Officials from the federal government and nine southern 
states met at FBI Headquarters in Washington Thui^y to 
coordinate tbe pursuit of those responsible for tbe burn- 
ings. 

Apart from the 33 church fires in southern states, investi- 
gators are also probing three other cases in New Yo^ New 
Jersey and Washington state. 

In Oklahonuu members of tbe First Missiomiry Baptist 
Church’s 200-strong congregation stood looking in disbe- 
lief at tbe buildiag’s burned shell throughout Tbors^y. 

"If this fire was set deliberately, then it’s tbe wo^ of a 
sick person.” the Rev. Alfred Baldwin told rqK»texs. He 
said most of his congregation is black but th^ are also 
some native American and Hisp^c members. 

In Washington, Mr. Clinton kteoched an emotional 
appeal to put an end to the arson anacks. "They’re not only 
illegal, they’re morally unacceptable and reprehensible and 
Americans need to stand up against it,” be said. 

On Wednesday, Me Ointon knelt in prayer at the site of 
the Mount Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Greeleyville, South Carolina, which was burned to the 
ground last June. 

A church in Charlotte, North Carolina, was destroyed last 
week and two churches in tbe mxfoeast Texas town of 
Greenville were burned overnight Sun^y. 

'Police in (jieenville said Thursday that the white 
supremadst KJu Klox Klan plans to hc^ a rally near the 
town this weekend. 

Law enforcement agencies investigating the burnings 
have made arrests in 10 cases but have so found no evi- 
dence of a conspiracy. 

A 13-year-old white gid was attested Sunday in North 
Carolina on cbaiges of burning a ciuneb in that state and 
two men with ties to tbe Klu Klux Klan were charged with 
setting one of the South Carolina fires after a Klan rally. 

Mr. Clinton Thursday invited southern governors to the 
V^te House next week to map a strategy aimed at stop- 
ping the epidemic of fires that have burned down 36 pre- 
dominantly black churches. 

*1 am inviting the governors from all tbe affected states 
to come to the White House next week to work together 
with us to prevent future incidents, to unite our communi- 
ties, to rebuild the churches that have been burned,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

Tbe invitation was made through tbe Southern Governors 
Association to tbe heads of nine states where 33 of the 36 
fires occurred over the last 18 months. A White House offi- 
cial said governors of New York, New Jersey and 
Washington state, where three other fires took place, would 
also be welcome. 
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Two members of OMON, tbe Interior Ministry’s crack forces, carry out a spot check 
on a. car Friday of Sunday’s presidential election (ReotCT photo) 


Security tight as Chechens vote 


GROZNY. Russia (R) — Chechens Began 
voting for a regional pariiament and a Rus- 
sian president Friday in elections opposed 
by rebels who see Cbecbenya as an inde- 
pendent state. 

Rebel forces vowed to block tbe balloting, 
wbidi they view as illegal, and a senior 
official from the Chechen government 
Election Comimssion said demonstrations 
against the balloting were under way in the 
rebel stronghold of Gudermes and ShalL 

But he h^ DO reports of violence in tbe 
early voting. 

"We have had some threats but so far no 
violence,” Dqmty Electoral Commission 
rhflirman Yakob Salniov told Reuters. 

“Tbe other side don’t want elections and 
they are staging protests against them. But 
so fer the voting is proceeding.” 

In the regional ca^tal (Jrozny, devastated 
early in Russra's IS-month-old attempt to 
crush Chechen independence, armooied 
personnel caiziers swanmng with Russian 
troops roared through tbe streets, throwing 
up huge trils of dost in a show of force. 

Checkpoints across the teiritoiy were 
reinfoic^ 

A handful of voters filed into Voting 
Station Number 12 in Grozny when it 
opened at 8 a.m. (0400 GMT) Friday morn- 
ing to pick up thrd ballots offering a welter 
ofcanddates. 

Two ballots, for the upper and lower 
bouses of a regional Che^n pariiament, 
listed a total of 37 candidates. A tlb^ ballot 
gave tbe 10 men'nmniQg for Russian presi- 

deOL — j.i. :-ii, ii'. .. 

^ t A31 thiee bad>a space where votersKSOuld 
indicate “none of the above”. The rest of 


Russia chooses a president Sunday. 

‘Tbe voting is off to a good start and we 
are just sealing a ballot box to be taken to 
the homes of people who are too ill to come 
to tbe polling station,” explained Abusupien 
Tankayev, a Chechen worker at Coting 
Station 12. 

"Eveiyone will have three days to cast 
iheir votes so it will all be over on Sun<to,y.” 

But voters in Grozny are hardly indicative 
of the mood across Caucasus region of 
Cbecbenya, where rebel forces have tiiteat- 
ened violeoce to disrupt the poll. 

Tbe separatists view the Moscow-sup- 
ported Qiecben government headed ^ 
Doku Zavgayev as traitorous and say its 
efforts to convene a new Chechen parlia- 
ment are illegal. 

Rebel leaders insist Cheebenya is an inde- 
pendent country and say Russian presiden- 
tial elections have nothmg to do with them. 

TU do everything wi&n my power to 
maifip certain that these elections do not take 
place,” rebel commander Aslan Maskbadov 
told reporteis Wednesday. 

*Tm going to stir up tbe (Chechen) nation 
to reject tfae^ elections. I will consult with 
ibe loc^ puppet government and if that 
doesn’t wc^ then something unbelieveable 
will happen.” 

Many Cheehi*rw in Grozny, and especial- 
ly diose in outlying areas, say they not 
vote. 

Drivers arriving in Grozny from the rebel- 
. dominated soutfaem plains and mountains 
Friday reported an increase in tbe number 
riOCJlus^ cbec^ints..oBc{qam bighw^ 
s apdsairiimspectiomb^.yeJtttqle%^ 
ty caids^ere stringent: " . ' 



A Chechen woman passes by a Russian tank stationed in the centre of Grozny Friday 
near the headquarters of the Chedien opposition government (Renter photo) 


40 Rwandan Hutus injured 
in Burundi grenade attack 


BUJUMBURA (AFP) — Some 40 people 
were injured in a grenade attack on a 
Rwandan refugee camp in nortbern Bu- 
rundi, a spokesman for foe UJ^. High Com- 
missioner for Refogees (UNHCR) ssdd here 
Friday. 

Tbe bead of the UNHCR delegation here, 
Hitosbi Mise, said foe grenade was hurled 
from outside foe Rukuramigabo Camp 
Thursday, landing in a crowd of people 
queueing up for food-rations. 

Four people were seriously wounded and 
had to be taken to a nearby hospital. 

An official investigation is being earned 
out with tbe help of tbe Red Cross and Red 
C^resceot societies, responsible for food-dis- 
tribuuoa in the camp. 

Tbe Rukuramigabo Camp, close to tbe 
Rwandan border, bolds 12,8C^ Rwandan 
Hutu refugees. • 

**Maybe this is a one-off incident,- we 
don’t ibow”, said Mr. Mise, adding that foe 
surrounding region in the Dorthem tip of 
Burundi has been calm lately. 

Three staffers for foe Interoadonal 
(Zomminee of the Red Cross aCRC) were 
murdered 10 d^s ago in an amhug h in 
northeast Burundi, in foe troubled region of 
Cbitoke. 

The ICRC withdrew its last 10 aid work- 
ers in Burundi, while UJM. agencies also 
staged a 24-bour suspension of their activi- 
ties in foe country to protest the killing. 

Burundi has been wracked by inter-ethnic 
violence in the last two and a half years that 


has claimed thousands of lives. 

Despite this, close to 100,000 Rwandan 
Hutus remain in ntmbern Burundi, after 
fleeing foe genocide in their own country in 
1994 in whidi more than 500,000 Tutsis 
and moderate Hutus were k illed, 

On Thursday, Burundi’s army said it 
killed 50 Hutu rebels in an attack on a train- 
ing camp and an army report blamed rebels 
for killing three Swiss aid workers. 

“With tbe help of the local population, 50 
rebels were kiUed in an operation at Mugere 
south of foe capital. It was a rebel tr ainin g 
camp we identified and attacked (Wednes- 
day),” army Lieutenant-Colonel Jean-Bos- 
CO Daradangwe told Reuters. 

*Tarte of tbe popoladon had fled, which 
made it easier for us to operate, especially 
as we had the help of local people ” 

More than 150,000 people have been 
killed sinire )993 in Burundi, where tbe 
Tutsi-dominated army has lost ground this 
year to Hutu rebels who control large parts 
of foe countryside. 

Pressure for foreign intervention in 
Burundi is mounting in response to mas- 
sacres blamed on both foe rebels and foe 
army. 

Col. Daradangwe said the army was no 
more womed than usual about attacks but 
tne bi^ threat was from Zaire where 
rebels, lonner Rwandan troops and militia- 
men were cooperating closely. 


Publicist dentes 
Cindy Crawford 
was kidnapped j 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Cin^ Crawford’s publicist 
Thursday denied a British 
newspaper that (te 
supermodel was briefly 
kidnapped in Paris two 
months ago. “There is no 
truth whatsoever to reports 
Cindy was kidnapped,” 
Annette Wolf told Inters. 

The Sun, Britain's laigest- 
ciiculatiOD tabloid, srid it 
bad been told of foe inci- 
dent by the model's mother 
Jenny Oawfoid, 57, of De 
Kalb, niinois. Nfrs. Craw- 
ford was not immediately 
available for commern on 
the report published Thux^ 
day. Acco^g to the Sun, 
Crawford stepped off a su- 
personic Concorde airliner 
in Paris and was lured into 
a limousine by a bogus 
chauffeur who told her her 
regular driver was rick. 

Tbe Iddnspper sped on to a 
highway as the weeping 
model begged to be re- 
leased, but she esc^d 
when the car ran into a traf-_. 
fic jam and she was able tc^' 
open a door and flee across 
seven lanes of traffic, foe 
report said. 





Couple to get 
hitched at terminal 
velocity 


BEUING (AFP) — One 
kiss and then a quick pull 
on the rip-cord will mark 
the marriage Saturday of a 
young Beijing couple who 
plan to tie ^ knot during a 
1,500 metre skydive over 
tbe capital. Bridegroom 
Wang YongU, 33, and his 
bride Sbeng Jun, 26, — 
both worid tampion pira- 
chutists with foe Beiji^ 
skydiving team — will 



plummet down the aisle 


11:00 a.nL Saturday above 
tbe Aviation Museum in foe 
north of the capital, tbe 
Xinhua News Agency said 
Friday. At exactly 1,000 
metres, foe couple will give 
each other a high-sp^J 
kiss before opening their 
parachulK and gli^g io 
me ground' W'embark on 
'married fifci The best man 
and bridesmaids will ac- 
company them on foe 
ju3nq>. 
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LONDON (R) — A hand- 
written page of tbe speech 
George Washington 
planned to make for his . 
inangnration as first preri-,i 
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J-U'll 


dent of the United States 
was sold for £199,5(X) 
($306,000) at auction in 
London Thursday. Tbe bu- 
yer, who bid by telephone 
and helped push foe price 
up to double its estimate, 
asked to remain anony- 
mous, auctioneers Phillips 
said. The manuscript page 
was discovered under a. 
sofa in an old antograph 
album in a house in Suf- 
folk, a county in eastern 
England, by auctioneers 
who came to value the con- 
tents after the owner died. 
Written on both rides in 
Washington’s own hand, it 
is said to be foe climax of a 
62-page speech he bad 
drafted for the ceremony 
on April 30, 1789. In tbe 
end, Washington ina^ on- 
ly a brief speech, but he 
clearly intend^ a dra- 
matic statement of bis 
virion of America, then a 
fairly insignificant ?pHnn, 
as a great power which 
would never a gain sulxnit 

to foreign rule. 


i - 




Shanghai provides 
insurance for 
ancient trees 



SH^GHAI (ly — A 
major Chinese insurance 
company has issued poli- 
cies for 1,369 old trees in 
Shanghai to help raise pub- 
lic awareness of tte oeM to 
look after them, Xinhua 
News Agency said. Pingao 
Insurance Co's gesture U 
foe first case of “tree insur- 
ance” in foe agency 
said. Pingan officials were 
unavailable for commoit. 
Conq)etition between insu-f^ 
ranee companies in Shang- 
hri is growing iacreasin^y 
stiff, wd firms are -putting 
increasing effort into pub- 
licity. Xinhua said funds 
were ^so being raised to 
establish an ancient tree 
protection foundation. 
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in Garuda crash in Japan 
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North Korean boats make 
new incursion in Yellow Sea 


Passengers of an Indonesian Gamda airliner See from the DC-10 plane engulfed in flames after an aborted take- 
off from I^iknoka Airport in sonthem Japan Thorsday. This picture was f^en by Gamda p^^^nggr Minora 
Mafsoda (Renter photo) 

Montana 
Freemen 
surrender 

JORDAN, Montana (R) — 
Ptosecutors prepar^ to 
press crimioal chazges Fri- 
day against members of the 
and-govemmern Freemen 
group after the dmiadc, 
bloodless end of the lon- 
gest fed^ siege in mod- 
em U.S. histozy. 

Some of the 16 Freemen 
who surre ndered peaceful- 
ly after holding out for 81 
days on a ranch ringed by 
about 100 FBI agents 
could be arraigned on fed- 
eral charges as early as 
Friday in Billings, where 
they arrived late Thursday 
for booidng at Yellowstone 
County Jail. 

U.S. Aoomey Sfaecry 
Matteucci said 14 of the 
final group to leave the 
ranch faced criminal char- 
ges, including seven char- 
ged with threatening to 
kidnap and IdS federal of- 
ficials and paiticipadng in 
an alleged 51.8 million 
c^eck fiaiud scheme. 

The other seven fxe 
charges of assisting federal 
fiigidves avoid arrest dur- 
ing the long standoff, 
wUcb drew national atten- 
tion to a poor, sparsely 
populated rural county the 
size of ConnecticuL 
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SEOUL (AFP) — A group 
of diree North Korean 
patrol boats intruded into 
Soh& Korean waters Fri- 
day, triggering a tense but 
non-violent standoff vrith 
Sootbem navy ships, mili- 
taxy officials said. 

'Die standoff emndded 
with a massive air raid drill 
in Sondi Korea as a re- 
hearsal for any attacks by 
North Korean jet fighters or 
nnssOes tipped with chemi- 
cal and biologieal war- 
beads. 

The crossing of die theo- 
retical demaieaiion started 
at 2:35 p.m. (0535 GMT) in 
sensitive waters in the Yel- 
low Sea on.the western side 
of tbe-^Kor^ penins^ a 
Defence spokes- 

man said. 

But Soodi Korean vessels, 
which are under orders to 
open fire in the event of an 
emergency, stayed *^ell 
awaj^ in the foggy weather 
in order to avend any clash, 
he said. 

At one point, the Kordieiii 
boats trespassed np to seven 
kiiometres (4.2 miles) over 
die line but eventually 
retreated after a duee-hour 
standoff, the spokesman 
said. 

Seven South Korean ves- 
sels ioclo^g a destroyer 


immediately blocked the 
path of the North Korean 
armed boats, asking them to 
head back North, while 
other navy ships and fight- 
ers were put on a cor^at 
footing, he said. 

**We assume it was an 
onintendonal intrusion by 
Nmtb Korean patrol boats 
which were guarding a fleet 
of Northern fishing boats 
near die demareation line,” 
the spokesman said. 

today’s crossing appears 
di£Ruent t^ intention- 
al foray on May 23,” be 
said. 

Tlie maririmft demarca- 
tion fine has not been clear- 
ly defined, cansing vessels 
to stray occasion^y fixim 
side to the other. 

It was the first incursicHU 
into Soudi Korean waters 
by North Korean mOitaiy 
' vessels this month and the 
fourth in two months. 

The last such inddent was 
on May 23, when five North 
Korean patio! boats tres- 
passed into Soudi Kcnean 
waters, also off the western 
coast. 

South Korean officials 
have accused the North of 
makin g armed incursioiis 
along the border in a the- 
atrical display aimed at 
preparing Washingtim into 


rigning a peace treaty that 
would sideline Seoul. 

In early April, Noth Ko- 
rean troops made consecu- 
tive forays in Panmunjoip, 
the only crossing point in 
the demilitarize zone, 
wUch divides the Korean 
peninsula. 

The DMZ forays followed 
Pyongyang’s axmouncement 
that it would no longer 
respect the armistice accord 
signed at the end of the 
1950-53 Korean War. 

Friday’s incursion came 
three days afier South 
Korea offered to provide S3 
million as part of a UJ'l. 
qipeal for new food aid for 
Pyongyang. J^ian and the 
United States also pledged a 
tot^d of $12.2 million. : 

The new irid held out 
hopes here that North Kcrea 
ma y accept a fiesb proposal 
for peace talks inve^ving 
the two Koreas, the United 
States and China on arrang- 
ing a permanent peace re- 
rime on the volatfle penin- 
sda. 

(Jn Ftiday, South Korea 
mobilised 20 mili^ 
planes to simulate raid^ 
with motorists told to pull 
their vehicles over to the 
zoadade and the public to 
hffarf for underground shel- 
ters. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese police and transport officials 
Friday were suggesting en^ne frilure could be the cause of 
the crash of a Garuda Indmesia Airways jet at Fukuoka 
Airport the day before, news reports said. 

They were also questioning the plane's Indonesian pilot 
and crew to determine if there was any aixnmal negligence 
on tteir part, amid criticisms from many pssengeis that 
they were not prcqtetly led out from the burning DCIO, tbe 
reports said. 

The aircraft carr]^g 275 people overshot the runway and 
caught fire imme^aiely afrk takeoff at noon on a fli^t to 
Jakarta via tbe resort island of Bali, kmi"£ three J:q>anese 
passengers and injuring 108 otiters. 

Jiji reported that the jnlot, 38-year-old Ronald 
Lcmgdoog, was quoted as saying after be was rescued that 
he had tried to halt the plane's takeoff as the engine under 
the light wing developed trouble. 

'*But the plane oveiran as its speed was so fast,” be said. 

Tbe investigaiors were also concerned about a gaping 
hole found in die casing of the engine at the rear wing, tbe 
reports said. 

A q>okesman for tbe Joint Committee of Police and 
Transport Mirustry investigators could not immedisuely 
confim the reports. 

Tbe McDonnell Douglas plane has three engines made by 
General Electric Co. of the United States. 

A team of six U.S. officials were to arrive Saturday to join 
in tbe investigations, tbe Transport Ministry said. *^y 
were from the National 'Dan^portation Safe^ Board, tbe 
Federal Aviation Administration, General Electric Co. and 
Mcdonnell Douglas. 

Garuda President Supandi and Sikado, bead of the 
Indonesian Transport Mmisity’s Aviation Department, 
arrived Friday in Osaka on the main island of Honshu and 
took a super-express train to Fukuoka on the southern 
island of Kyushu. 

The airport was reopened for traffic later, more than 24 
hours after the accideuL 

Mr. Sikado told reporters that he bad been infcained that 
there was trouble with the engine on tbe right wing. 

Ml Supandi told reporters hoped to risit the injured at 
hospitals and will do his best to compensate. 

At a news conference late Hmrsday, tbe plane’s chief pur- 
suer Cbanifan Hisyam, 43, said that he heard a sound like 
heavy rain falling in an engine after the plane started taxi- 
ing. 

Mn His^un admitted that when people tried to escape tbe 
plane in-ffight aimouncements were made only in ^glish 
and Indonesian, and not in Japanese. One crew member, 
however, was able to call out instructions in Japanese, he 
said. 

Of the 260 passengers, 256 were J^anese arid t^o 
Indonesians. There were also two ethinc Koreans living in 
Japan with one of them having South Korean nation^ty 
ar^ the other f^m tbe North. 

Many passengers complaiaed cb^ ch^ had heard no in- 
flight announcements or oral instiuctions as they were 
evacuated from tbe burning plane, tbe reports said. 

“When 1 got out throu^ the emergency chute, flight 
a ttendants were already outstde,” 40-year-^d Hiroshr^ 
billboard conqzany enmloyee Takanori Yamapka was quot- 
ed by the newspaper ramiuri as saying. 



Passengers an Indonesian Garuda airliner tie on the 
ground while receiving first aid after being rescued 
fnHu the DC-10 plane which caught fire folJowing an 
aborted take-off from Fukuoka .Airport Thursday 
(Reuter photo) 

“There were no announcements or evacuation instruc- 
tions. They acted too poorlj','* he added. 

Toshihiio .Aizono, 26, told the newspaper Asahi, “a for- 
eign stewar^ss could do nothing but cry out if she was 
praying.” 

llte three dead were seated in the badly u recked rear 
cabin. The newspaper Sankei reported that in the forepart of 
the cabin stewardesses calmly guided passengers through 
emergency exits. 

The ecoiomic newspaper Nihon Keizai reported that 
Garuda's accident-free record involving its flights to and 
from Japan had been shattered. 

It said tiiat the Indonesian airline had expanded its ser- 
\ices here due to tbe growing popularity' of Bali since it 
opened the Tekyo-Jakana line in 1962. llie Fukuoka- 
Jakatu line was inaugurated in 1990. 

“Tbe travel industry had been murmuring the myth that 
Garu^ was free of accidents despite its use of relatively 
old aircraft because it was vested with God's wings,” the 
oevnpaper said. 

Meanwhile Garuda Indonesia's president Friday defend- 
ed bis airline's safety record after crash but promised more 
Japanese-speaking stewardesses after complaints about 
evacuation procedures. 

Mr. Soep^(fi said the company had had no accident on 
flights bemeen J^an and In&nesia for 33 years. 


Clinton faces pressure with new Whitewater trial 


UmJE ROCK. Ark. (R) — President 
Bill Clmton, stung by criminal convic- 
tions against his fonner Whitewatex 
business partners, faces anotiier threat 
when tbe second trial in the controver- 
sial affiur opens Monday.- 
Two bankers, both of whom had 
influential posts in the Aritansas state 
goyemment, are accused of failing to 
report large cash transactions by tbeo- 
Govemw Qinton's reelection cam- 
paign in 1990 and of Hlegally convert- 


ing bank funds into can^gn contri- 
butions. 

As in tbe first Wbitewater trial, 
which ended with a string of convic- 
tions in Arkansas two weeks ago, Mr. 
Clinton faces no charges but has been 
subpoened as a defence witness and 
win testify by videotape. He is expect- 
ed to make Us videotaped testimony at 
the White House on July 7. 

Bruce Lindsey, a former law parmer 
of Ml Clinton and now a close '^'hite 


House aide, is also under subpoena 
and will likely be called as a defence 
witness. 

pefence lawyers for defendants 
Herby Branscum and Robert Hill say 
they believe the team of independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr, who leads the 
so-called Wlutewater investigation 
into Mr. Clinton’s personal and politi- 
cal finances, will try to' imjdicate the 
president at every turn. 
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Restraint Is the order of the day 

HIS MAJESl Y King Hassein's meeting nith President Bill 
Clinton in Washington Thursday came on the heels of new 
realities in the Middle East created fay the election of 
Benyamin Netanyahu as the new, Israeli prime minister and 
.the imminent forming of a new Israeli cabinet led by Likud, 
and including right-wing parties. With most of the Arab 
World fearful of the dramatic changes in Israeli political 
landscape, and what that might entail, the future of the 
peace seems to be in douht. 'pie King's talks with President 
Clinton, Secretary of Slate Warren Christopher. Secretary 
of Defence William Perry. Secretary of Commerce Micky, 
Cantor, congressional leaders. Arab American and Jewish 
American groups all have one purpose in mind and that is 
how to salvage the peace process from Arab anxieties that! 
follow'cd Israeli pronouncements. 

In (he wake of the Damascus summit held recently 
between Syrian President Hafez Assad. Egy ptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah, the 
Arab W'orid has in effect sounded the alarm about what 
could be in store for the region especially on the Palestinian. 
Syrian and Lebanese fronts. Wilh the upcoming Cairo 
summit projected to endorse this Arab concern. Jordan in 
turn is trying hard to mitigate a premature Arab reaction to 
the Netanyahu's rise to power. In this context, there is a 
meeting of the mind between Jordan and the U.S. on the 
need to keep all doors open for the resumption of the peace' 
process on all tracks. 

# 

I The appeal for moderation and restraint in these trying 
. times obviously calls for a stronger Jordan, econoimcally, 
politically and militarily. This country has been promis^ 
much aid and support in the past hut unfortunately very 
'little of it w'as actually delivered. The economy of the 
country is in no way near what it would be iii the w^e of the 
s^ing of the peace treaty with Israel. Jordan canndt 
continue to preach moderation to it»i,pwn people and the 
other Arab governments and peoples as long os It has very 
little to show for its support for a Just, durable and 
comprehensive peace in the region. The excellent relations 
that between Jordan and the U.S. can go a long way to ' 
show the w^y Ijpr 'Mhtijhiued faith and conviction In. peace in 
B^area.':; 5 ^ 

‘"Still, th&^is a tot more that the newly elected Israeli 
^oie miniHle^^an do to help all those who are solidly on the 
side of peace. Mr. Netanyahu is called upon to spell uut his 
broad policy outline as soon as possible reaffirming his 
cemmitment to honour in good faith international legitima- 
cy including the agreements already struck with the 
f^kstinian side. The Arab side cannot continue to outguess 
tht Ukud-led government on the prospects for peace as long 
as it calls for continued Israeli occupation of Arab Jeru- 
salem. Palestinian territories and Syrian Golan Heights. 
Pronouncements and counter pronouncements cannot cre- 
ate the necessary climate Yor the resumption of the peace 
talks, especially on the Palestinian and Syrian tracks. Only 
good faith and high standards of statesmanship can ensure 
that what has been achieved so fur can be built on for the 
sake of a stable and secure region. Anything being said in 
Damascus or Tel Aviv is being heard very carefully on the 
other side, and anything said in good faith and intention will . 
certainly be received, in good faith. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i has attacked the coming sumimt 
meeting because he said it is not dedicated to achieving 
solidarity among Arabs but rather to serving as a ploy to 
consecrate divisions and disputes among the Ar^'h&ids 
of state and govemroents. The June 21-23 s ummi t U 
excluding Iraq and Sudan at the request of the United 
States which does not seem satisfied with these two 
countries' behaviour and therefore nothing could be 
expected from such a meeting, charged Fahd A1 Fanek. 
Jordan, which accepted the invitation to attend the sum- 
mit. was acting from a principled stand of extending a 
helping hand towards relying the Arabs in confronting 
common challenges, but this country, like any other 
Arab state, also has the right to refrain from aoending if 
it finds that the aim of this meeting runs contrary to the 
national aspirations, continued the writer. He said the 
summit in Cturo is like a play whose scenario has been 
prepared in Damascus and will be directed in Cairo, and 
is mainly designed to support the Syrian stand although 
al: the Arabs are incapable of helping Damascus regain 
control of the Golan Heights, added the writer. He said 
it is regrettable that the coming summit is not aimed, 
directly or iDdirectiy, to back the Palestine National 
Authority's efforts to regain control of Palestinian lands 
although the Palestinian leadership is in dire need of 
assistance in its struggle in the face of the new Israeli 
lexers who are intent on perpetuating their occupation 
of the Arab tetiitories. 

A writer for Al Dustour warned that a national unity 
goveroxnein in Israel, grouping the Likud and L^iour. 
would serve a devastating blow to the peace process. It 
is not in the interest of the Palestinians or the other Arabs 
to have the Labour'Party join the Likud in fonning a 
coalition since each partner in the coalition would be 
directing its attention towards its own interests and not 
towards the peace as^tired by the Arabs, said Saleh Qal- 
lab. In the event of such a coalition, each pany would be 
outbidding the other in manifesting extremism towards 
the P^estinlans and its adamant stand with regard to 
reluming Arab lands occupied since 1967 to the Arab 
countries, he continued. Vte writer said that in such a 
coalition. Labour would to {sesent Israel before the 
outside world as a counhy seeking peace with the Arabs 
but internally the Likud would adopt the most extremist 
policies against die Palestmians. He said &at in such a 
situation, the Arab Worid would find itself face to face 
with a situation dose to a state of war with the Jewish 
state, a situation drat would last at least for the coining 
four years. 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Jorda nian Perspective 

^Israel’s security cannot be assured through continued 
refusal to accept Palestinian and Arab rights’ 


WE DO not know yet the details of what His Majesty 
King Hussein and U.S. President Bill CUmon discuss^ 
during their meeting in WasbingtoQ on Thtirsd^. but we 
do know one thing: the Jordanian role in Middle Eastern 
politics has been given an additional dimension in view of 
tire Kin^iom's ielati<»s with Israel after the victory of 
right-wing leader Benyamin Netan^u as prime minister 
of the Jewish stale. 

Obviously, Washington is pinning ^cat hopes that Jor- 
dan would be d>le to allay A^ fe^ that the Middle East 
peace process would stagnate with Netanyahu in 
power in Israel, given the hardliae policy statements that 
the Likud leader had made during his election campaign as 
well as his co mme nts after winning the electicu^ 

liie Washington meeting, coming as it did ahead of the 
first Arab sumimt in more than five yeais, was also of high 
significance because it was the fir^ opportumty fes Presi- 
dent Clinton to meet an Arab leader aJ^ the jolting results 
of the Israeli elections in which Washington iimlicitly 
backed the IncuntiTOit prime minis ter of Israel. Shimon 
Peres, the aichitea of the Middle East peace process. 

But if Washington is hoping that Joidan would seek to 
influence the Arab leaders gathered in Cairo next week in 
favour of the new right-wing government in Israel, then it 
also bears a nuyor responsibility to amend its ways of 
Netanyahu and his camp in dealing with the PaiWtinians 
and the rest of the Arab Woild. 

Indeed, we have hemd Netanyahu promise that be 
wo'ild continue the peace process and lesunu negotia- 
tioos with the Palestimans and other Ai^. But that 
promise is simply a non-starter bec^se of Itis refusal to 
accept an indepe^nt state, to return the Go^ Heights to 
Syria and to stop expanding settlements in the occupied 
P^estinian territories. Add to that his “vow'' that 
Jerusalem would not be "redivide<r and would remain the 
“eternal, indivisible capital” of Israel. 

Ail these positions are predetenzuniog the outcome of 
peace negotiatitxis and run contrary to the very objectives 


of the Palestinians and Arabs involved in the process. So, 
if we take Me. Netanyahu's pronouncements at face value, 
then it is dear that there is not going to be any peace 
process. Then what meaning do the Likud leader's vows to 
continoe the peace process have? 

As such, we see very little substance in the expressed 
hopes of the Clinmn administration that the peace process 
would continue tmimp eded despite the hardline positions 
of the new Israeli leadership, 

‘ Of course, one widely-heard suggestion is tiuU 
Netanyahu, who is also expected to meet President Clin- 
ton in Washington soon, could be influenced by the U.S. 
administration to appredate the realities of tiie ret^ire- 
ments of a just and comprebenstve peace in the htiddle 
East We have little doubt that the Israeli premie^lect 
does appredate those requirements but is not will^ to 
honour th^ It is not a question of brow-beatii^ him to 
acknowledge those realities but of convincing him to 
respect and honour them if the objective of the peace 
process is a comprehensive peace in the Middle East 
based on security for Israel — and of course all others in 
the region — and dignity and fiuedom as well as better 
living environment for aU those concerned. That is pre- 
cisely what Mr. Netanyahu has been trying to negate 
through bis declarations that “security” for Israel on its 
own was the fundamental pillar of his strategy in the peace 
process. 

Against this background. Washington would be naive to 
expect Jordan to launch an initiative to convince the Arabs 
to do business with Mr. Netanyahu singly because it has 
signed a peace accord with the Jewish state and has set a 
model for peaceful coexistence in the Middle East For 
one thing, Jordan, which has paid the highest price for the 
E>a]estinian problem and its repercussions, remains fully 
committed to helping the P^estinians to re^se their legit- 
imate rights on their national soil. For another, the King- 
dom has made comprehensive peace based on the realisa- 
tion of Arab rights arul restoratiOD of Arab lands to Arabs 


as the backbone of its pohtic^ moves. On ^ c^, 
there is UtUe prospect at this point m tune that Mt 
Netanyahu would be amenable to accepting these key 

° wSiington, in its capador not only as a co-sponSM 
the Middle East peace process but also as a ‘stiatepc ^y” 
of Israel, beats a major responsibility to ensure ^t 
Jewish state. legaidless of the change in its 
remains fully committed to the veiy principles of the 
Madrid conference that launched the peace negotiations. 
Anything less than that would not get the peace process 

said that however, we also have to remember 
that Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud had “comniittetr ii^r to 
those principles — inteiuarional legitima^ and UnitM 
Nations Security Council resolutions that cxpiwitiy 
uphold the land-for-peace formula — when it attended fbe 
Madrid conference. But the catch here, as fonn« Israeh 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir unveiled after losing 1^2 
elections, is that the Likud government's strategy at mat 
time was to prolong the negotiations with the Palestim^ 
for decades while seeking to achieve oonnal rel^ons with 
other Arab parties, including those who are not directly 

involved in the peace talks. , . 

As such, Joidan finds itself in a difiicull siiuauon in its 
efforts to ensure ttiat the peace process continues on track 
towards the clear goal of peace based on the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinians and all other Arabs and stability 
flnri security for all in foe region. 

So the ball is fully back in the American court. There are 
many cards that Washington could use to convince “Mr. 
Netanyahu and Company” that Israel’s security cannot be 
assured thrnnafa continued refusal to accept Palestinian 
and Arab rights, but only through explicit and irrevocable 
recognition of those rights. Only then could Joidan step 
forward. 


‘Eyeless in Gaza, at the mill with slaves ’ 


By G. H. Jansen 

THOSE SOMBER words 
from Milton’s “Samson 
Agooisres” on the fate the 
eponymous hero sufiined at 
the hands of the Philistines 
irresistibly brings to mind 
the fate now being suffered 
in Gaza by Dt. Eyad Sarny 
at the hands of Yasser 
Arafat's Palestine National 
Authcoity. 

Fdr ^1t -fs but trite tiiat 
even before foe first inde- 
pendent Palestinian govern- 
ment bas been estabUsbed it 
has been rent in twain by a 
horrendous violation of 
human rights. Those 
involved in this tragedy are, 
on Che one band. Prestdent 
Yasser Arafat and, on the 
other. Dr. Eyad Sairaj, the 
psycUatrist who is the 
Commissioner General of 
the Palestiitiao Independent 
Comnussicn for Oiizens’ 
Rights (PICCR) and Direc- 


tor of the Gaza Centre for 
Mental Health. 

At midnight (xi June 9. 
1996, Arafat’s thuggish 
police of the Criminal 
Investigation Bureau (CIB) 
arrested Dr. Sana] at home 
and detained him in prison. 

Hie next morning, June 
10, the QB raided the meo- 
tai health centre, searched 
Dr. Sairal’s office for an 
hour and a half, confiscat- 
ing documents and. 


out of his place of incarcer- 
ation saying that he had 
been tortur^ and beaten, 
that he was being framed on 
a drugs charge and that his 
life was in duger. 

This is the third time that 
he has been arrested in six 
moDths because of state- 
ments be made and the June 
9 arrest came only' two 
weeks after a nine day 
detention. 

On Sairaj was arrested in 


aUeg^y '6 of because" of aij inicr- 

faashish. When asked for a view he gave to a jonraalist 


search warrant, the officer 
in charge of the operation 
respoiK^: “My existence 
is enou^ of a warTant,” 
which is typical of the arro- 
gant attitude of Arafat's 
security fbr^. 

Dl Sairaj was held 
incommunicado witii no 
access to his lawyer, family, 
friends or ofiicials of the 
commission. However, he 
managed to smuggle a note 


of “The New York Times” 
in which the doctor said 
that the seLf-rule autbori^ 
was “com^t, dictatorial 
and oppressive,” 

That son of criticism of the 
Arafat legiiDe has become 
increasuigly common in Gaza 
and the West Bank since 
Arafat’s leDuD from exile in 
Tunis. It soon became clear 
that Arafat was not interested 
in setting up any fom of 


democratic government but 
only in est^lisbing his own 
antocranc dictatorship which 
would not permit or accept 
criticism. So Dl Samys stern 
words were totally objection- 
able to the authority. 

Because of Dr. SairaJ’s earli- 
er arrests, a general question 
about the Palestinian National 
Authority's record on human 
rights was put to Arafat when 
he addressed die Oxford-Union 
debating . society early this . 
month. His tot words in tt^y. 
‘‘Ah yes. Dl Satraj.’' whose 
case has now been linked with 
human r^ts in Aiafar’s mind. 

Aiafat then went on to claim 
that the doctor had apologised 
for what be had said in his 
interview. This was a lie. The 
doctor bad in faa written a let- 
ter to Arafat saying be regret- 
ted distress, but did not back 
down 00 the acensatioos he 
made about the condua of the 
autfaori^. And when the doctor 
heard that he was supposed to 


have apologised he .vni a sec- 
ond letter to Arafat denying the 
alleged apology and reassert- 
ing that what he bad said in the 
interview was conecL It was 
this rejolner that led to Dr. Sar- 
raj’s latest, third arresL 

The judge of foe civil court 
in Gaza threw out the drugs 
cbaige on June 13 and ordered 
foe doctor to be released on 
baiL But on anofoer imniped 
up charge of assaalting a 
- polireman m prison. foeTddcl^ 
was remanded for 1 5 days by ^ 
military court 

Uie point bas been made foat 
because of their work doctors 
are often in possession of 
. drugs. eq>ecially if foey are 
psycbiatrlrts. 

It is surmised in Gaza foai 
because of the persistent, base- 
less and aiftitimy charges 
being brought against Dr. Sar- 
raj and his physical maltreai- 
ment by the police, the Arafat 
regime is ir^ng to push him 
out of Gaza and force him to 


go to Britain where his wUe 
and family reside. If the doctor 
leaves, the Human Rights 
Commission will really be 
“eyeless in Gaza," but it ‘ 
should also be noted foat “the 
slaves" are not foose being 
punished, as in the time of 
Samson, but those doing foe 
punishing. Also that Palestin- 
ian journalisis based in Gaza 
and Jerusalem have been so 
intimidated by Arafat's men 
tiw. claiffling. I^rifoce of 
these well-ktitiwn events, they 
do not wriie'about this case. 
Funhermore. the dozen Pales- 
tinian human rights organisa- 
tions have so far not men- 
tioned one word about this 
case wlule die Iraeli group 
which deals with abuses 
against Palestinians has yet to 
decide about getting involved. 
Thus, all the Palestinian 
human rights organisations 
have been rendered “eyelss in 
Gaza”. ’ 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Cairo summit — the way for inter- Arab coordination 


REVIEWED BY ELU 
NASRALLAH 

-EDITORIALS AND colum- 
nists' articles in foe local Ara- 
bic press last week discussed 
pn^spects of the coming Arab 
summit meeting in C^ro. foe 
peace pnacess, Arab affiurs 
and domestic issues. 

The coming Arab summit in 
Cairo will not disturb Israel in 
foe least because foe Arabs are 
in total disarray and six of 
their countries maintain diplo- 
manc and trade ties with the 
Jewish state, said Ihher A] 
Adwan. a writer for A] Dus- 
tour. 

Indeed. Ehud Olmert the 
Likud ^any member and 
mayor of Jerusalem, bas said 
that no Arab sunmui's deci- 
sion can ever affea Israel's 
plans in Judaising the holy 
dty or bmiding Jewnsh senle- 
meois. neither will any threats 
force Israel to change its posi- 
tion wifo regard to foe occu- 
pied Arab territories, said the 
writer. 

What could such a summit 
achieve at a time when the 
Arabs are split more than ever 
before, three of their countries 
are victim to the U.S.- 
imposed embargo while foe 
military power of Iraq is being 
dismantled and wlule the 
Israelis maintain military 
cooperation with Turkey, 
Eritrea and above all the sole 
superpower? asked the writer. 

It is true that Syria has suc- 
ceeded in persuading foe 
Arabs to convene a summlL 
but he said any chances for the 
Arabs to adopt a joint stand 
vis-h-vis foe Braeli threats are 
very slim indeed, 

A writer for Al Ra’i agreed. 


saying that foe Cairo summit 
is not expected to mobilise the 
Arab Nation's potential to 
confront the Jewish state nor 
voU the Arab leaders take any 
decision that might bring any 
change to foe present sicoation 
in foe huddle Easu 

Jamal Naji said that wfoiie 
foe previous Arab summits 
were dedicated to rallying foe 
Arab countries towards a col- 
lective action against brael's 
intianagexKe and foe contin- 
ued occupation of Arab lands, 
this time the summit does not 
have Ibis strategy a: all and 
therefore there is no need for 
ibis meeting which bas do 
objective except to try end dif- 
ferences among Arab leaders. 

The writer said it is to be 
regreoed foat only wheo foe 
Lflnid Party assumed power in 
Israel foe Arab leaders decid- 
ed to meet as if they had not 
been aware of their chronic 
issues all these past years. 

Mohammed Awash, a writer 
for Al Dustour, said that the 
United States is oow trying to 
reconcile foe Anfo countries' 
stand at the coming summit 
wifo foat of foe new Israeli 
govenusent led by foe Likud 
Party. Wishingion is now try- 
ing to bridge foe gap between 
the Arabs' point of view and 
foose of Benyamin Netanyahu 
to ensure foat the U.S.-spon- 
sored peace process will go 
ahead unperturted, said foe 
writer. 

Tliis is the first Anfo sammtt 
' meeting after foe Guif war and 
foe United States is trying to 
exploit it fer the sake of con- 
vincing the Arabs of foe need 
to continue dealing with foe 
Likud-led government as 
they did with foe previous 


Labour governmeut of Israel 
according to the write. 

Now that die Arabs have 
decided to meet in Cairo. It is 
incumbent upon them to con- 
duct an overall revision of 
their stand, not only wifo 
regard to imer-Arab relations 
but also wifo regard to foe 
l^lestine question, which is 
foe central issue in foe Arab- 
Israeli conflict, according to 
Tayseer Zibri. a writer for Al 
Ra’L 

Despite the exclusion of 
Iraq from this summit, the 
Arab beads of state should 
realise that foey are now face 
to face wifo a new danger rep- 
resenied in the emergence of 
the Likud Party os leader of 
foe coming Israeli govern- 
meni for the next four years, 
he said. 

It is true foat foe Arab mass- 
es had warned dieir leaders to 
bold such a summit for a long 
time, particularly in foe wake 
of foe deterioratisg conditions 
in foe Arab World, said the 
writer, and therefore foe com- 
ing meeting should be dedi- 
cated not only to mending 
fences among Arab countries 
but, mote importantly, to 
charting a strategy that would 
ensure foe end of Israel's 
cccupaiioA of Palestinian. 
Lebanese and Syrian territo- 
ries. 

We can only welcome the 
convening of an Arab sutnmit 
in response to a call by Saudi 
Arabia. Egypt and Syria, 
which coo^inated their 
stands through Egypt wifo 
foose of Palestine and Jordan, 
said Hamadeh Faraaneh, a 
writer for al Dustour. 

The writer said the three 
Arab countries foat called for 


foe su mmft in their Damascus 
declaration have emphasised 
the Arab Nation's demands 
that UJ4. Security Council 
resolutions 242, 338 and 425 
be implemented on the basis 
of exchangug land for peace, 
adding that this is foe ba^ for 
the coming Arab meeting and 
tiierefore it is hoped foat the 
summit will declare its sup- 
port for this declaration and 
open tte way fw further inter- 
Arab coordinatiOD to achieve 
the aspired goals. 

He said that foe Ar^s have 
no doubt adopted “a just and 
comprehensive peace” as their 
national soaegy and therefore 
they should pursue efforts to 
see foat this objective is fuJ- 
fUIed. 

Sultan Al Hattab foscussed 
the ledeployment of Israeli 
troops in Hebron, the remain- 
ing town in the occupied 
Palestinian lands where rede- 
ployment must take place as 
provided for in ^ CHio 
agreements. 

He said foat Israel's pre- 
mier-elect Benyamin 

Netanyahu is still admnaot 
about not redeploying the 
troops, in contravention of the 
Oslo agreements concluded 
by foe Palestinians wifo foe 
I^^ielis under foe Labour-led 
governmenL 

The redeployment of troops 
is an essential step towards foe 
implementation of foe peace 
agreement between the two 
sides, but the outgoing gov- 
ernment had delayed it in the 
hope of winning to favour of 
the extremist groups in foe 
parliamentary elections, said 
foe writer who stressed foat 
since the agreement was 
reached mfo Israel as a state 


and not as a party, they ought 
to be implemented by whoev- 
er assumes power in Israel 

Nawaf Zaxu, a writer for Al 
Dustour. demanded tiiat all 
Arab states freeze and if nec- 
essary end their normalisation 
wifo the Jewish as long 
as the peace process is at a 
standstilL 

Those Arab states which 
support the idea of normalisa- 
tion should re-examine foeir 
position in light of the new 
diplomatic developments in 
foe Jewish state and tire new 
extremists stand of the Likud, 
said the writer. 

He said foat the Arabs had 
embarked on foe process of 
aonnalisatiOR and established 
ties wifo the Jewish state on 
foe assumption that it is gen- 
uindy oriented towards 
adiieviDg a just and compre- 
henave peace with the Arab 
countries, but since this is not 
materialising, be said a 
change of bean on the part of 
the Arab governments now 
seems inevitable. 

Writing in Al Dustour. Thher 
Al Adwan said that foe Jor- 
danian people renewed their 
rolidarity with their brothers 
in Iraq by despatching a dele- 
gation representing various 
poUtical parties, trade unions 
and organisations to Baghdad 
to voice their support for foe 
Iraqis’ steadfastness. 

The delegation truly repre- 
sents the feelings of the man 
m foe street despite the 
numerous attempts to ruin this 
relanonsh^ between foe two 
countries. He said that the 
overwhelming national feel- 
ings in Jordan and other Arab 
countries in soppon of foe 
Iraqi people stem primarily 


from die fact that foe Iraqis 
are unjusdy treated by the 
worid commurnty under the. 
influence of the maj or West- 
ern powers foat seek to subdue 
the Arab Nation. 

The writer said foat the tune 
has come for the Arab govern- 
ments to follow foe example 
of the Arab masses and end 
tiieir own embargo against 
their brothers and so end their 
ordeal that has lasted for six 
years. 

Mohammed Daoud, a writer 
for Al Dustour, said that the 
majority of foe Jordanian pub- ^ 
lie cannot afford effective and 
modem medical treatment 

employing sophisticated med- 
ical equipment which costs a 
foiTune. Only foe wealthy 
patients can afford such load 
of Dcainient at the private hos- 
pitals while the govemmeot- 
mn ho^tals remain unable tt) 
meet such needs of the less 
fortunate patients, he said. 

writer suggested that 
private hospitals take the ini- 
tiative in creating special 
funds to pay for the treatment 
of the needy and that mqjor 
firms deduct a small amount 
of their annual income for this 
fend, similar to deductions 
made for the state-run 
univernties which offer high- 
er^ducation. 

Such fund can also be aug- 
mented through public collec- 
tions like those made for the 
electrification of .foe rural ^ . 
regions or foose collected for ^ • 
charity. The writer said tiut 
part of the huge profits made 
by the major companies in 
Jordan should be dcdiciM to 
helping the needy patients so 
foat social solidarity can ' 
become a reality. 
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^^Begin’s aide: Premier 
not misled by Sharon 


Jordan Times, Saturday, June 15, 1996 
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TEL AVIV CAP) — Men- 
acbem Beg^'s dosest aide 
said in an affidavit maiie 
public^ Tbuzst^ tbat tbe 
late prmift ministef was not 
misl^ by Ariel Sharoa 
about pte to send ibe 
army as far as Beirut daring 
Israel’s 1982 invasioo of 
Lebanon. 

Ydbiel Kadisbai’s afB- 
da^^ was submitted to albl 
Aviv comt as evidence in a 
$160,000 libel suit Sled by 
Me Sharon, wbo was 
defence minister at the 
rimftj against the Haaxetz 
newspaper and its corre- 
spon^nt Uri Benziman, 
Israeli media said. 

Israeli officials initially 
said troops would go no 
further than 40 kilometres 
into Lebanon. But the inva- 
sion pcsbed macb further 
and Israel ended op occu- 
j-jpying tbe soatbem half of 
^Lebantm for three years. 
Some 600 Israeli troops 
di^ 

Haaretz reported in 1991 
that Mr. Sh^n had misled 
Mr. Begin about the inva- 
sion’s planned extent — a 
version supported in a 
recent affid^t by Ml 
Begin’s son, Likud law- 
maker Benyamin Begin. 

But Ml Kadishai, appear- 
ing to back the former 
defence minister, says Mr. 
Begin told him he knew the 
army would need to ejtceed 
the pconused limit to com- 
plete Israel’s goals, Israel 


Rarfio said. 

**If Be^ had suspected 
that Sharon lied to him, i 
would have known,” Ml 
K adishu wrote in his affi- 
davit, according to the 
radio. 

Ml Sharon was forced to 
resi^ after Israeli-allied 
zmlidamen massacred hun- 
dreds of Palestinians in the 
Sahra and Shatilla refugee 
camps in Israeli-controlled 
teiritory in September 
1982. 

Ml Begin, who grew 
increasingly withdrawn as 
Israeli casnalties and criti- 
cism of his government 
mounted, resign^ in 1983. 
He became a recluse and 
died in 1992 without ever 
publicly addressing tbe var- 
ioos controversies about 
the waL 

In his affidavit, Mr. 
Kadishai denies any con- 
nection between the 
Lebanon invasioo and Mr. 
Begin's resignation. 

In 1986, Mr. Sharon woo 
a libel case against Time 
magazine. A U.S. jury 
found Tune made a factual 
error in claiming tbat a 
secret Israeli report said 
Mr. Sharon had discussed 
revenge with Lebanese 
offidais before the refugee 
camp massacres. But tbe 
jury sad Time acted with- 
out malice, and was not 
liable for monetary dam- 
ages. 
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Srour reaffirms policies 


Contiimed from page 12 

him views and information 
on mechanism of work in 
tbe Jordanian Parliament 
and the French national 
assembly. 

Ml Srour reviewed Jor- 
dan’s pariiamentazy and 
. d^mSpraric march. Stress- 
ing the. onimxy’s. resolve to 
pur^'e'deafocra^ 

Also on Tn^day, Ml 
Srour met witii the pru- 
dent of the Jord^an- 
Frend] parliamentazy asso- 
ciation which comprises 60 
French pariiameotaiians 


and discussed means of 
Onhandng bilateral cooper- 
ation in parliamentary 
affairs. 

Mr. Srour also held a sec- 
ond round of talks with bis 
Fcen^ counterpart 

Philippe Seguen and 
reviewed with him results 
of the visit by the Jordanian 
pariiamentary .delegation to 
France. ... . 

The Jordanian and French 
sides agreed to pursue 
meetings, consultations and 
exchange of views on 
means of enhancing bilater- 
al cooperation. 


King's talks 'most fruitful' 

(Contiimed from page 1) 


on 


meeting at the expert level 
^will be held next week to 
^discuss means of providing 
economic support for Jordan, 
Dr. Muasher added in the 
telephone interview. 

Following their talks. King 
Hussein and President BiU 
Ointon reaffirmed Thursday 
their goal of a broad Mideast 
peace despite Arab concerns 
over Israel's new right-wing 
leadership. 

-We affirmed our part- 
nership for peace in the Mid- 
dle and our determina- 
tion to keep working for it,” 

• Mr. Clinton told reporters at 
the White House after the' 
talks. 

King Hussein was the first 
Arab leader to meet with Mr. 
Clinton since the Israelis 
elected Mr. Netanyahu to re- 
place Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres. 

f King Hussein told Mr. 
Clinton he welcomed the 
opportunity to talk to him 
and to assure him Jordan was 
"totally committed to the 
cause of peace." 

The meeting also comes 
one week before the first 
Arab summit in six 
The region is still deeply di- 
vided by the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. but the meet- 
ing was hastily convened in 
Cairo from June 21-23 to 
discuss concerns about Mr. 
Netanyahu's stunning “P^- 

Mr Clinton, who imphCTtly 

backed Mr. Peres, reiterated 
'hU confidence 
leader would not deran the 
peace process. U.S. officials 
have worked so hard to adv- 
ance and urged Arab srat» 
meeting next week against 

th« they 

^vouId reaffirm their commit- 

> ment to a 

peace in the Middle &tst, 

Mr. Clinton said “Pi 

coming summit. "And i 
would hope that 'hey would 
give Mr. Netanyahu an 
opportunity to 
government and ® 
and not presume that he can i 


U.S. wants relationship of ‘trust, confidence’ with Israel 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The Clinton administration 
said Wednesday it looks 
forward **10 developing a 
relationship of trust and 
confidence” with tbe gov- 
enunent of Israeli Pnme 
Minister-elect Benyamin 
Netanyahu ’'as we bad with 
the predecessor govern- 
ment.’’ 

This asseitioD came from 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern Aifoirs 
Robert H. Pelletrean in his 
testimoiQ^ before tbe House 
Internationai Relations 
Committee on recent devel- 
opments in the Middle East. 

Ml Pelletreau noted in 
his delivered remarks that 
Ml Netanyahu ’lias said he 
wants to preserve what has 
been achieved op to this 
point and expressed a 
strong commitment to con- 
tinue tbe peace process.” 
He added, *^e welcome 
that commitmem.” 

Hie hearings were 
chaired by Rep. Beuyamin 
Gilman (R-N.Y.), who 
expressed '*alaim*' at news 
reports that Russia contin- 
ues to restrict the activities 
of tbe Jewish Agency. Tbe 
fun text of Ml PeUetreau’s 
prepared remarks were 
made available to the com- 
mioee. 

Several coogressmen, 
including Rep. Lm Hamil- 
ton. tbe ranking Democranc 
memb er of the House 
Iniemational Relations 


Committee, raised several 
questions with Ml Pel- 
leoeau. 

Among the issues dis- 
cussed were the F^estinian 
annulment of tbe scheduled 
Israeli pullout from 
Hebion, ”ofknsive” claus- 
es in the Palestinian nation- 
al charter, a mutual defence 
pact with Israel, Syrian-Jor- 
danian relatioos. tbe recent 
kilHng of Israeli soldiers in 
South Lebanon, and die 
U.S. economic embargo 
against Iran. 

Mr. PeUeireau told tlte 
committee that tbe United 
States has ”aD enduring 
interest in preserving, con- 
solidating, and building 
upon the achievements of 
the Azab-Israeli peace 
process.” 

On all matters pertaining 
to the Palestinian compli- 
anoe with their commit- 
ments, Ml I^lleireau said, 
the U.S. continues to moni- 
tor tbe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's performance 
under tbe terms of the Mid- 
dle East Peace Facilitation 
Act, whidi is still held up in 
Congress. ‘The United 
States has wc^ced bard to 
find ways to support the 
Palestinian people as they 
strive to mnnag* tfaeir 
affiurs and develop a vi^le 
economy.” 

Id response to tbe worsen- 
ing economic situation in 
the Palestinian self-rule 
areas, particularly after the 


Isr^ closure, Mr. Pei- 
letreau continued, the Ad 
Hoc Liaison Committee 
charged with coordinating 
assistance, agreed on April 
12 to press ahead with an 
emergency jobs progranune 
and core development pro- 
jects “to ease (be stress on 
the Palestinian economy.” 

The U.S. Agency for 
Interaatzonal D^elopmeot 
has now released $170 mil- 
lion of the five-year $500 
million pledged by the 
United States towards 
development programmes 
and start-up costs of the 
new Nestinian administra- 

ti(8L 

TJ.S. economic assis- 
tance to the Palestinians has 
been an important anchor to 
the peace process,” he 
emphasised. ‘Tt has helped 
'Palestinians to implement 
the peace accords with 
Israel, effectively manage 
areas under tbeir responsi- 
bility, and build critical 
infrastructure and improve 
the climate for doing busi- 
ness.” 

Mr. Pelletreau promised 
tha t the Clinton adjxunistta- 
doD ’’will continue to press 
ahead with our assistance 
programme, while we 
closely monitor its manage- 
ment and inqiact on the 
lives of ordinary Palestini- 
ans.” 

He then urged Rep. 
Gilman’s support in “free- 
ing up tbe U.S. contribution 


to tbe Holst Fund in tbe 
near future.” 

Turning to the liaqi-U.N. 
oil-for-food agreement 
which permits tbe sale of 
52,000 million wcuth of 
Iraqi oil to finance the 
impons of food and medi- 
cine. Mr. Pelletreau e^ha- 
sised tbe agreement is not 
”a precursor to lifting (the 
U.N.-ifflposed) saoctioos” 
agteost Iraq. “It is a human- 
itarian exception that pre- 
serves and even reinforces 
tbe sanctions regime.” 

Mr. Pelletreau ctmcluded 
his exal presenwion by 
stressing that, ’‘despite the 
many dangers tbat p^si to 
regional security, under- 
lying prospects for a more 
peaceful, prosperous and 
stable region remain very 
good.” 

Asked whether tbe U.S. is 
still opposed to the creation 
of a Palestinian state, Mr. 
Pelletreau recalled that in 
tbe past the U.S. view was 
that ‘\ve did not see a place 
for a Palestinian state” in 
the region. But, Mr. Pel- 
‘leneau added, this is one of 
the issues to discussed in 
tbe permanem-stanis talks 
between the Israelis and 
Palestinians, and the U.S. 
will support whatever 
agreement they reach. 

He also said there has 
been no movement on tbe 
question of the U.S. enter- 
ing into a mutual defence 
agree meni with Israel and 


that a steering committee 
was looking into the ]MSsi- 
bility of whether “addition- 
al agreements might be 
appropriate or necessaiy.” 

Ml Pelletreau repea^y 
assured congressmen that 
(be U.S. and Israeli govero- 
menc regard the recent 
action of tbe Palestinian 
National Council in abol- 
ishing (be anti-Jsraelf refer- 
ences in the Palestinian 

charter as meeting the 
Palestinian Liberation 
Oi^misoDCxi's ‘'commit- 
ment to abolish all inconsis- 
tent articles.” 

Mr. Pelletreau told the 
conuninee that it will be “a 
severe blow” if Congitus 
fails to provide any funding 
to tbe Middle East Devel- 
opment Bank, one of the 
key institutions a^ed 
upon at the Middle 
Easi/Nortii Africa econom- 
ic summits. 

In reply to a question. Mr. 
Pelletreau said the deadline 
over Israeli pullout from 
Hebron, orighially sched- 
uled for March 28.' “doesn't 
mean so much” if the Pales- 
tinians and the new Israeli 
government “can work out 
somel^g together” on 
how that pan of (he existing 
agreement is implemented. 
“>\'e’ve seen during the 
course of Palestinian-lsraeli 
negotiations that sometimes 
specific deadlines are not 
mcL” 

Tbe assistant secietarv 


reaffirmed that U.S. policy 
has not changed with regard 
to a deduction of an amount 
from the U.S. loan guaran- 
tee to Israel equal to any 
future Lsraeli expenditure 
on senlements. 

Mr. Pelletreau also 
assured tbe committee that 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
is b^ in charge of bis 
kingdom’s affiuis. ‘He is 
chairing cabinet meetings. 
He is meeting with foreign 
officials. He is the king of 
Saudi .Arabia.” 

.Asked about Jndanian- 
Syrian relations, wttich 
were described as experi- 
encing “considerable ten- 
sion.” Mr. Pelletreau said, 
“we again would take seri- 
ously, \*efy seriously, any 
threats or any subversive 
activities against Jordan on 
the pan of Syria." 

In reply to a question 
about me recent visit of 
Iranian frigates to Qatar, 
Mr. Pelletreau told tbe com- 
minee that tbe Doha gov- 
ernment was told that "such 
visits are not helpful and 
not positive in promoting 
greater security in the 
Gulf." He also reported that 
tbe Qatari govenuoent 
assured the U.S. that the 
visit did not "portend any 
increase in military cooper- 
ation between the two 
countrie.s.” 


Arabs not seeking confrontation 


(Conrimied from page 1) 


the various declarations from 
certain quarters. Threatening 
rhetoric will produce exactly 
the opposite effect." Mr. 
Netanyahu said on *Thursday. 

Mr. Musa said he viewed a 
troop mihdrawai from parts 
of the West Bank cit>' of 
Hebron, promised by' the 
outgoing Israeli government, 
as a litmus test. 

Should Israel not redeploy. 
Mr. Musa said, "we will lose 


faith in the ability of the new 
government and its desire to 
be committed to the peace." 

Senior PLO leader Faisal 
Husseini headed for the Gulf 
on Fri^y for talks with offi- 
cials in Qatar. Bahrain and 
the United Arab Emirates 
ahead of next week's Arab 
summit. 

Mr. Husseini. a member of 
the PLO's Executive Com- 
mittee. said at Cairo airport 


he would discuss Palestinian 
claims over Jerusalem and 
“the Arab-Israeli confronta- 
tion, and the peace process 
and its development." 

"We are asking for a clear 
and definite Arab position on 
the Palestinian issue and the 
question of Jerusalem." Mr. 
Husseini told reporters. "It 
should be clear that any de- 
viation from agreements 
which Israel and the Palesti- 
nians committed themselves 
to will be unacceptable." 


Netanyahu’s victory troubles 
panel of Middle East experts 


3 children, guerrilla, killed 


pursue peace before there is 
some evidence of that. They 
should give him a chance." 

The president said he had 
no immediate plans to visit 
Mr. Netanyahu but would 
wait until the new leader had 
his government in place. 

Iraq — which was excluded 
from the Arab League mem-' 
bers attending the summit — 
and Syria were also on the 
agenda of the two leaders. 

Asked if he had a message 
for Arab states meeting at the 
Cairo summit. President 
Clinton said he hoped the 
leaders "would reaffirm their 
commitment to a comprehen- 
sive peace in the Middle 
East. I would hope that they 
would reaffirm their commit- 
ments to the understandings 
of our meeting at Sharm A! 
Sheikh that we should work 
for peace that is comprehen- 
sive and fair and that we 
should all work against ter- 
rorism.'' 

A White House spokes- 
man, David Johnson . said the 
two leaders agreed that a firm 
• stand against Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein was neces- 
sary, especially in light of the 
latest standoff with U.N. 
arms experts. 

There is no daylight be- 
tween the government of Jor- 
dan and U.S. on that issue." 
he said. 

The United States is also 
anxious to Syria back to 
the negotiating table and to 
press Iraq's neighbours to 
win Baghdad's compliance 
with U.N. resolutions. 

King Hussein "already 
proved himself to be key... as 
he is a stabilising force in the 
redon," a White House offi- 
cial said privately, pointing to 
the King's initial comments 
after the Israel election. 

■*TTie King w^ one of the 
first Arab leaders to come 
out and said that his expecta- 
tion was that the new prime 
minister would follow 
through with Israeli commit- 
ments to its peace agree- 
ments." he said. 


(Omtiiuied from 1) 

clash, but made no mention 
of militia casualties. 

Israeli and SLA gunners 
shelled suspected guerrilla 
hideouts in hills and villages 
facing the "security zone" af- 
ter the attack. No casualties 
were reported. 

Tension in South Lebanon 
rose sharply Monday after 
five Israeli soldiers were 
killed and eight wounded in a 
Hizbollah ambush. 

According to Israel Radio. 
Premier-elect Benyamin 
Neianvahu. .elected on a “get 
tough with the Arabs" 


policy, is coming under 
hirong pressure even from 
rclmive moderates in his 
Likud-led coalition to 
commit ground forces and 
push Israel IS-kilometre 
"securiiy zone" farther north 
to the Liiani river, the Times ' 
of London reported. “That 
would put Israel's northern 
border out of the range of 
[Hizhollah-rired] Katyusha 
rockets." Israel radio said. 

The Times said: A se- 
nior Israeli officer, in a sepa- 
rate radio interview, advo- 
cated ihe takeover of villages 
used hv Hizbollah to launch 
attacks, even if they were 


nonh of the zone. 

The pro-Netanyahu 
Jerusalem Post primed a 
strongly worded editorial urg- 
ing action under the headline. 
"The ceasefire is over." 

The expected ilare-up 
would pit Mr, Netanyahu, an 
outspoken critic of the U.S.- 
hrokered ceasefire, not only 
against Beirut but also Syria, 
the military power in 
Lebanon, where it has 
4U.(iUn occupying troops. 
This w'ould further dim 
prospects uf a resumption of 
Israeli-Syrian peace talks, 
already threatened by Likud's 
refusal to surrender the Golan 
Heights, occupied since 
1907. 


Netanyahu finalises cabinet 


(Continned fitun 1) 

Party and a cabinet hopctul 
has fought a lireiess ctim- 
paign for the closure of the 
Orient House, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's 
(PLO) unofficial headquar- 
ters in East Jerusalem. 

Another Likud deputy. 
Limor Livnat. who is in line 
for the teieciimmunicaTions 
portfolio, was one ot a hand- 
ful of deputies who loied 
with Mr. Sharon against the 
peace accord with Jordan in 
October 1994. 

In tbe May 29 elections. 
Likud and its allies won only 
.'2 seals, compared to .Vi for 
Labour, meaning Mr. 
Netanyahu needs the suppun 
of five smaller parties to form 
a government without 
Lat^ur's participation. 

«As a result the ultra- 
orthodox Jewish parties 
which made unprecedented 
gains in the elections have 

already made their mark on 
the new government's prog- 
ramme. 

Israeli newspapers slid Fri- 
dav that the policy document 
has been toughened from 
earlier drafts under pressure 
from the National Religious 
Party, a far-right orthodox 
movement with nine seats in 
parliament and which will get 
two cabinet posts. 

The programme, to ■ be 
published on Sunday, cull for 
expanding Jewish setllcmen( 
•nctlriiy and opposes the crea- 
tion of a Palestinian state, a 
return of Palestinian reliigees 
ro the West Bank and any 
division of Jerusalem which 
the Palestinians claim as their 


eupitul. 

In the programme. Israel 
pledges to pursue negotia- 
tions "with ihe Palestinians" ' 
and no longer refers to the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) as specified in an 
earlier draft. 

It says the government will 
insist on the Jordan River as 
its eastern border and refuse 
to dismantle any Jew'ish set- 
tlements during talks bn a 
final peace settlement with 
the Palestinians, which 
opened briefly in May before 
being suspended until after 
the elections. 

The policy guidelines also 
‘rule out a return of the Golan 
Heights to Syria, at the de- 
mand of the Third Way. 
another of Mr. Netanyahu's 
coalition partners. 

"The government consid- 
ers the Golan as a region vital 
for Israel's security and water 
resources. In any accord with 
Syria. Israel wili maintain its 
sovereignty over the Gblan. 
in line with the (annexation) 
law.” the text states. 

Damascus has stiid il wilt 
■ not resume pesice talks with 
the Jew'ish stale il the Golan 
is not up for negotiation. 

Mr. Netanyahu told parties 
in his coalition that he had 
clinched a deal with luo of 
the six religit'us. rightist and 
centrist uroups with which he 
has been holding negotia- 
tions. The two panics were 
not named. 

The parliamentary officials 
said Mr. Netanyahu would 
apnini David Levy as his 
fiireian. minister and ftirmer 
Cieneral ’I’iizhak Mordeehai. 
another moderate, as detenee 


minister. 

Mr. Eitan is tipped tor the 
internal security ministry 
which controls the pitiice. hut 
a possible indictment against 
him for illegal ust^of miliiars 
documents could hkH:k the 

way. 

Religious parties — with a 
UHa) of 2.3 of I2U Knesset 
‘scuts — have put fonh a 
series of demands, including: 
banning pork safes, efosing 
businesses and roads on the 
Jewish Sabbath and con- 
tinued orthodox monopttly 
on marriage, divorce :ind 
conversion. 

These are anathema to 
secular coalition partners like 
the Russian immigrants' par- 
ty of ex-soviet dissident 
Natan Sharansky. Many ol 
the nearly Ton.oon recent 
Siwiet immigrants are not 
considered Jcus hy the ortho- 
dox establishment. 

In addition. Mr. Sharansky 
and the religious parties are 
also struggling over control of 
the powerful housing minis- 
iry. 

There were persistent re- 
ports that Mr. Netanyahu 
might turn to the Labour 
Party to form a broad ct^ali- 
lion that would neutralise the 
barg;ijning power of the reli- 
gious parties. 

The Jerusalem Post daily 
reported Thursday that nut- 
!!oing Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres now favours such a 
coalition in order to guaran- 
tee the continuation of the 
petice process with the 
Arabs. 

isi act's C haiincl 2 I V said 
Mr. Netanyahu mm wanted 
to appoint Mr. Eitan to head 
the less prestigious agricul- 
ture minisirv instead. 


WASHINGTON OISIA) — 
The election of Benyamin 
Netanyahu has spariced a 
good deal of debate in 
Washington about the effect 
on the Middle East peace 
process, with many 
observers expressing fear 
that tbe achievements of the 
past few years may give 
way to. a new era of con- 
frontation and hostility. 
Others continue to hope 
that the new Israeli prune 
minister will prove to be a 
pragmatic supporter of rap- 
prochement with tbe Pales- 
tinians, albeit a less eager 
one than his immediate pre- 
decessors. 

This same mixture of 
anxiety and cautious hope 
was in evidence at a brief- 
ing hosted by tbe U.S. Insti- 
tute of Peace here on Thurs- 
day. Tbe tone of tbe discus- 
sion was set by Instimte 
Couuselltv Samuel Lewis, 
a framer U.S. anfoassador 
to Israel who suggested that 
the recent tide of peace 
might be about to ebb, 
soandiug those who had 
supported tbe process and 
leaving some “extraordi- 
nary achievements on the 
beach.” He said, however, 
that be was confident that 
peace between the Israelis 
and Palestinians would 
come during his lifetime. 

Ahmad Uialidi, a Pales- 
tinian delegate to tbe Wash- 
ington peace talks in 1993- 
94 and editor-in-chief of 
Vfae Journal of Palestioe 


Studies, noted a number of 
challenges facing Israeli- 
PalestinioD relations as a 
result of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
election. 

One is establishing com- 
municadons betweeu Pales- 
rinian leaders and tbe new 
Likud goverameot, few of 
whose members have had 
much ocntact with Pales- 
tinians prior to now. 

A second is mmntaining 
the momentum of the peace 
process. Mr. Khalidi was 
craicemed that an escala- 
tion in Arab-Israeli vio- 
lence would occur if tbe 
pace of peace progress is 
DOC kept up. Another fear 
was cl^ something might 
b^rpen to Palestinian 
Natlraial Authority Chair- 
man Yasser Arafet whose 
leadership be called the 
“cement” which bolds the 
I^estinian tnovement 
together. 

‘There is little that could 
be more destructive than 
the loss of Mr. Arafat.” This 
fact is not lost on tbe ene- 
mies of peace, be comment- 
ed 

Yet another source of 
danger feeing both Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
is Hai^, which Mr. Kbali- 
di said he thought would be 
“very, very likely” to pro- 
voke incidents and chal- 
lenge Netanyahu's assur- 
ances that he could provide 
more security fra the 
Israelis than the Labour 
govemmeardid .Mr. Khali- 


di also predicted that a 
major crisis could well- 
erupt in Lebanon eariy on 
in Netanyahu's administra- 
tion. 

A more reassuring view 
was presented by Motdecai 
Bar- On, a f comer chief of 
staff to Moshe Dayan aif^ I 
prominent activist in | 
Israel’s Peace Now move- 
ment, a histoty of which he 
has just recendy completed 
Mr. Bar-On repeatedly 
cited polls which 65 
per cent of the Israeli elec- 
torate supporting the peace 
process a:^ pr^cted that 
the peace movement would 
again play an rmportaut 
role in Israeli politics. 

Mr. Lewis noted, howev- 
er. tbat a large majority of 
Israel’s Jewish voters had- 
voted for Mr. Netanyahu 
and tbat many of them 
seemed to agree with the 
prime-minister elect’s con- 
tention that the peace 
process has been going too 
fast and taking too many 
risks. 

Mr. Bar-On appeared to 
reflect the views of the 
other panelists when be 
said that Mr. Netanyahu 
‘'has to understand that the 
march (for peace) must go 
on." O^rwise Arafat 
will not be able to keep the 
Palestinians from turning 
away from peace. “As an 
Israeli, 1 am very worried,” 
he stated. 


Israelis favour Hebron pullout 


(Contfained from pi^ 1 ) 

ron. 

"His choice is between 
peace and no peace. There is 
no option in between." said 
Palestinian cabinet minister 
Saeb Erakai. He said Israel 
must also establish "safe pas- 
sage" routes between Guza 
and the West Bank and re- 
lease more Palestinian pris- 
oners. 

Mr. Arafat and members 
of the Palestinian legislathe 
council are in Nablus for 
meetings on the implications 
of Israel's change of govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Arafat, who did not 
speak to reporters, appeared 
feeble as he entered u Nablus 
mosque wfth the help Of two 
guar^. Another man helped 
the PLO chief take off his 
shoes for the Friday prayer. 
Last month, there were re- 
ports Mr. Arafat suffered a 
minor stroke. 

On Thursday. Mr. Netany- 
ahu warned the Palestinians 
10 tone down their negative 
rhetoric after reports that 
Palestinian security officials 
had suggested they would 
stop fighting militants if 
Israel slowed down the peace 


process. 

Palestinian officials denied 
the reports. 

But on Friday. Israel's 
Yediot .Ahronot daily quoted 
Mr. Arafat's West Bank 
security chief. Jibrtl Rajoub. 
as saying that if Mr. Netany- 
ahu decided to resume ex- 
pansion of Jewish settlements 
in the West. Bank this would 
Ik viewed as a provocation. 

Mr. Rajoub warned that if 
Israel violated existing agree- 
ments. “we too will not be 
bound by the agreement." 

On Thursday Mr, Netany^ 
ahu visited Jewish settlers 
whose daughter was killed in 
an attack. 

Mr, Netanyahu's vj.\ii ro 
the parents of Efrai Unger, 
who was killed with her hus- 
band in a drive-hy shcHiting 
inside Israel un Sundux. was 
an expression of solidaritv 
with Jewish settlers who say 
the past years' lsr;iel-PLO 
autonomy accords harmed 
their security. 

"The uitimatu test of evert 
.lereemeni that we will make 
and have maJe in the past is 
security.'' said Mr. Netany- 
ahu. "There wili be no com- 
promises on this issue." 


Iraq 


(Contfamed fbom page 1) 
move which could set the 
legal ba.sis for military action. * 
But several countries ex- 
pressed reservations over the 
British-American proposal. 
Diplomats said the council 
could meet ox’er the weekend 
to hammer out a statement 
for Mr. Ekeus to lake to 
Baghdad this week. 

In Paris, the French gov- 
ernment expressed support 
for the weapons inspectors 
but stopped short of backing 
the tough U.S.-British initia- 
tive. 

Indonesia on Friday circu- 
lated a rexised declaration, 
which eliminated the refer- 
ence to "material breach" 
and simply stated tbat Iraq 
was in violation of various 
U.N. resolutions. ' 

Bui a Western diplomat, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the Indone- 
sian version was "clearly not 
strong enough" to satisfy 
Washington and London. 

Also Friday. U.N. spokes- 
man Ahmad Fawzi said Dr, 
Ghali "sincerely hopes" that 
the standoff will not effect 
progress toward im- 
plementing the oil-for-food 
agreement. 


ill' 


Palestinian economists assail Israel, PLO 


B£R ZETT. West Baok(R) ^ 
Palestinian economists are 
criticising the economic 
performance of Yasser 
Arafat’s self-rule authority, 
alihou^ they recognise the 
hardships caused by tough 
Israeli security measures. 

Faced with falling rev- 
enues and unen^loyment 
caused by Israel’s tight con- 
trol of borders, the authority 
is spending too much on 
bureaucracy and failing to 
give top priority to econom- 
ic development diey say. 

Dozens of Palestinian 
ecoDoraists gathered at Bir 
Zeic University tiiis wedt 
for a four-day economic 
conference entided “The 
Palestinian Economy; 
Towards a Vision”. 

‘The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) has shown 
overwbeln^g concern with 
e;q)an(fing bureaucracy to 
non-productive activities 
such as police and secarity,” 
said Geoige Abed, a 
Palestinian with the 
International Monetaiy 
Fund (IMF), after the con- 
ference. 

”71118 drains resources 
from the budget which 
could be used more emo- 


tively in development"* he 
said. 

Mn Abed said the interim 
s^-mle administration in 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Sti^ had failed to place 
rapid ecooCHnic growth at 
tbe top of its agenda and 
lacked a coherent economic 
view. 

'The PNA has exhibited 
some tendencies which ben- 
efit tbe private sector, but it 
has also established trading 
monthlies which distort 
the economy and are ineffi- 
cient” be said. 

‘The IMF has advised the 
authority on how to create 
an organisational structure 
in tbe finance ministty and 
the monetary authority that 
is slender, that is modem, 
that is efficient and that is 
actually limited,” Ml Abed 
said. 

But economists concede 
that the authority lacks 
experience and operaies 
uo^ Israeli constraints. 

‘The ongoing Israeli clo- 
sure of die West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip, and the ever- 
more-strict Israeli control of 
trade btvders, have curtailed 
economic activity and 
stalled donor-funded pro- 


grammes,*' said .^amir 
Abdullah of the Ramallah- 
based Arab Economists 
Association. 

Israel clamped a tight clo- 
sure on tbe two areas fol- 
lowing suicide bombings 
that l^ed 59 people in the 
Jewish state in February and 
March. 

Losses fiom tbe block on 
Palestinian goods and wotic- 
ers reaching Israel have cost 
the West Bank and Gaza 
more than $6 million per 
day, according to tbe 
Palestine Economic Pulse, a 
bi-monthly economic jour- 
nal. 

Economists also criticised 
Israel’s one-sided applica- 
tion of its interim economic 
^reements with the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation (FLO). 

Ilie accords enWsag^ a 
customs union and an inte- 
grated ' labour maricet 
between Israel and tbe 
P.N.A. as a basis for pea<^ 
fill and mutually beneficial 
economic relations. 

Under the customs union, 
Israel was to gain access to 
low-wage Palestinian labour 
and a captive Palestinian 
maxket wc^ about $2 bil- 


lion a year. Palestinian 
woikers were to retain 
access to jobs in Israel, and 
tbe PNA was tp earn tax 
receipts ficom. the customs 
union. 

While die agreement has 
produced some tax revenues 
for tbe PNA, economic inte- 
gration never materialised. 

'Die number of 
Palesdniaos working in 
Israel, tbe leading source of 
FUestinian income, fell to 
an average of 30,0()0 in 
1995 fiom 120,000 in 1993, 
according to tbe World 
Baoik. 


funding an expanded budget 
deficit, thereby diverting 
even more finance finm 
investment programmes 
intended to cre^ the real 
economic base of a future 
for the Palestinians,” Mr. 
Knudsen said. 


F(xei^ donors are also 
conqilaming about die 
efie^ of extended closures. 
Rising UDemployment and 
falling tax revenues are 
expect to add $100 mil- 
lion to the PNA’s {nojected 
1996 budg^ deficit of $183 
milli on, said Odin Knudsen, 
World Bank lepreseutative 
in tbe West Bank and Gaza. 

Tte largest poztitm of 
World Bank assistance to 
the two areas already goes 
towards payment of PNA 
salaries and cunent expen- 
ditures. 

‘*Dooozs are looking at 


Economists hope diat 
Palestinian representatives 
will secure a better deal in 
final-status peace talks with 
Israeli Fiirae Minister-elect 
Beuyjamin Netanyahu, a 
right-winger, has yet to out- 
line bis vision of a perma- 
nent economic agreement 
with the Palestinians.Tf it 
was all right for Palestinians 
to enteL..agreemeDts with- 
out sufficient preparation 
during the interim phase, it 
is certainly not all right to 
do so in tte permanent sta- 
tus negotiations,” said N^il 
Kassis, a fbimer Palestinian 
peace negotiator who 
attended the economic con- 
ference. 

“Careful and thoron^ 
IHeparation is mandatory 
DOW,” be said. 


Share prices at AFM continue sliding 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Prices plunged 
at the stock exchmge for 
the sixth week lumiixig and 
trading remained stagnant 
amid a contuming crunch on 
liquidity and uncertain 
prospects for Middle East 
peace negotiations, brokers 
said triday. 

They said the situati(» 
could improve a little if 
iovesiOTS saw signs of gov- 
ernment moves to bring 
down interest rales'on dinar 
deposits following a 
promise in April by Prime 
Ministtr Abdul Karim 
Kabfiffiti that the Central 
Bank of Jordan would scale 
down yields on shcM- and 
meffium-ierm treasury 
Dapeis. 

‘ :Thc wceldy i^Msrt of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said turnover for the 
week ending Tbiursday was 
3.5 million dinars, down 
from 3.9 milUon ffinars in 
the previous week. 

The offidal AFM share 
price index based on stocks 
of 60 major conq>ames 
closed fm tbe we^ at 
143.61 points, down 0.39 
points or 0.27 per cent from 


Saturday’s opening, tbe 
report said. 

The report said 2.5 milli on 
shares changed bands under 
3,170 deals concluded dur- 
ing the week, with tbe daily 
average trading at 900,000 
rfinars in four days of trad- 
ing (Monday was an official 
holiday), compared with 
800,000 dinars in five days 
of trading last week. 

Stocks of 94 companies 
were involved in the week’s 
business, with 35 of them 
closing with gains, 32 los- 
ing and 27 remaining 
unchanged. 

Indu^ials accounted for 
2A minion dinars of the 
weekly turnover, followed 
by services sector firms 
with 560,000 dinars,, com- 
mercial banks and financial 
institutions with 540,000 
dinars and insurance com- 
panies with 10,000 dinars. 

Sectoral indices showed 
that insurance firms went 
down by 0.86 per cent, ser- 
vices conqianies by 0.68 per 
cent, industrials by 033 per 
cent anri hanlc;; anri financial 
institutirms by 0. 14 per cenL 

l^arl Consulting, an inde- 
pendent market watcher, put 
tbe overall decline in prices 


at 036 cent, saying its 
share price index for the 
organi^ market lose for 
tbe week at 84.02 points, 
down from 84.49 points. 

. Sectoral indices main- 
tained by Pearl Consulting 
showed that banks and 
financial institutions gained 
0.22 per cent while insur- 
ance slipped by 0.13 per 
cent, services firms by 0.78 
per ceot and industrials by 
1.15 per cent 

A ftirtfaer sectoral split-up 
by Pearl showed that com- 
mercial banks lost 0.11 per 
cent and investment banks 
by 0.8 per cent while spe- 
cialised banks gained 0.57 
per cent and Islamic banks 
1.66 per cent 

In the services sector, 
energy firms slipped by 1.02 
per cent, tourism companies 
and hotels 1.26 per cent and 
entities in the education sec- 
tor and others dropped by 
0.2 per cent Services com- 
panies in transportation 
gained 0.54 per crat and 
real estate finns 039 per 
cent 

In the industrial sector, 
mining coaf)anies slipped 
by 1.36 per cent chemical 
and petroleum companies 


0.14 per cent firms in the 
supply and coosunqition 
segment 0.35 per cent phar- 
maceuticals 3.34 per cent 
and engineering 0.71 per 
cent 

Among industrials, only 
textile conq>anies and pack- 
ing firms gained during foe 
week, registering 1.14 per 
cent and 0.62 per cent 
respectively. 

According to Pearl 


Consulting, commercial 


banks and financial institu- 
tions have slipped by 7.79 
per cent since tbe beginning 
of the year, insurance firms 
by 2.43 per cent services 
companies by 11.96 per 
cent anti industrials by 
17.07 per cent 

Peail’-s overall index for 
tbe organised market 
showed a decline of 12.03 
per cent since January. 

Commenting on last 


week's trading brokers said 
the decline resulted from 
uncertainties posed by tbe 
outcome of Isiasii general 
elections and continued 
high interest rates. They 
said government promises 
to bring down the rates, cou- 
pled with institutional buy- 
ing by state-guided agen- 
cies, had only propped up 
prices for two or three 
weeks. 

In April, Mr. Kabariti 
promised that the central 
bank would gradually bring 
down the fields offered on 
short-term treasury bonds in 
dinars. He also instructed 
state-guided agencies such 
as 1 ^ Social Secniity 
Corporation and foe 
J(Mdan Investment 

Corporation -to intervene in 
foe ' marker to “fwfip up 


(Continned on page 9) 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


THE Daily Crossword by Sefton Boyars 


ACROSS 
1 Applaud 
5 Attacks 
10 Fall, in a way 

14 Musician 
Shankar 

15 Vital 

1 6 Site of Diamond 
Head 

1 7 Actor Richard 

18 Yellow color 

19 Incite 

20 Party game 

22 Norse god 

23 Bar legally 

24 Inscribe 
26 Brilliance 

30 Former union 
president 
34 Steed's sound 
3B Cushion 

39 Timber wolf 

40 Capital of Guam 

42 "Fatha" Hines 

43 Gotten up 
45 Quick retorts 

47 Famed hostess 

48 “ — Shrugged" 
(Rand novel] 

49 Silence 
51 Rental 

agreement 
56 Soft drink 
59 Analysis of a 
kind 

63 City near Des 
Moines 

' 64 Upright: pref. 




‘They say breakfast is the most 
important meal of the day. They must 
be the same people who decided that 
cereal should be six bucks a box!” 


Peanuts 


Jordan Times, Sa turday, June, 15 1996 ^ 


Jordan’s new electricity 
law to become 
effective ‘very soon’ 


By Francesca Qriaci 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The new electricity law, which is supp<^ to 
start the commercialisation process of the Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) and to mark an opening up of 

the power generation feld to the jeivaie sector, is 

ed to become effective after being published in tbe omcim 
very soon,” JEA chief engineer for 
corporate planning , Mohammed Azzam , told the Jordan 

The commercialisation of JEA, which has been discussed 
by experts, government officials and the JEA managemrat 
over the last two years, aims at “increasing efficiwey at the 
managerial and financial levels, and creating the atmos- 
phere for foe involvement of foe private sector, which 
would relieve tbe governiMnt of the burden of heavy 
investments,” Ml Azzam said. , 

The conversion .which entails a strict commercialisatiOD 
of all JEA operations under the ownership of the govern- 
ment for at least one year, was frozen two months ^o, 
pending foe finalisation of measures to ensure the peusiem- 
able ri^ts of the enq)loyees. 

Since 1987, when all independent institutions were com- 
pelled by a C^inet decision to follow new emulations, the 
JEA staffbas fallen under the umbrella of the government’s 
Pension Fund and been granted foe same treatment as all 
other employees woridng for tbe govemment 

With tbe commercialisation, JEA employe^ would be 
treated nrwiftr tbe. umbrella of tbe Social Security 
CorporatiOD. 

Tt is not a Tnaftyr of which (social security orPension 
Fund arranymftnt) is better, but how to solve foe problem 
of paying pensionable remuneration to aD enq^loyees and 
rp wsing the way of counting tbe years of pensionable ser- 
vice adopted by the Sodal Secniity Coiporation,” Mr. 
Azzam pointed out 

In 19^, a specially- appointed committee started work- 
ing. 

(Continaed on page 9) 


PURITV 

A coUectian of fine jewellery 


ipAJANI 

■Jewellers 

Amra Hotel Shops. 6th Circle. Amman 
Phone; 8271 1 8 Fax: 8271 1 9 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
By Hanrf Amofd and Mika A* jMon 


Unsc^l^Tibla. these Ibw Jumbles, 
one leuer.io eaclust^iaie, Ja lonn . 
tour onflnary words. 


O 

-O o 


WARLC 


eim IttM Htda SHvtak Ik 
MntMRWMtd 


LAVEG 




ALBEFF 




1 1 1 THAGAS 

1 

□ 


you CANT PO 
THl^ WHEN you 
QO THie. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
torn) the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here :\ 


Ybsterday^s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: SINGE NIPPY EXEMPT MEMORY 
Answer; Where the conceited traveler ended up — 

ON AN EGO TRIP 



UJHy CAN T I 
have a D06? 


EVERYBODY IN THE 
U/0RLPHA5A P06! 
UlHV CAN'T I HAVE 
A V06T. ^ 





YOU UIOULDNTKNOU; 
HOW TO TAKE CARE OF 
A D06..Y0U wouldn't 
E\/EN KNOW HOW 1D FEED rr 


1X)65 LIKE 
COLD 

cereal: 








Andy Capp 
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8 Shore bird 

9 Doctrine 

10 Items for some 
fences 

1 1 Wood strip 

12 Taft's state 

13 Tabby's sound 
21 Famed cartel 


|H I ;l 
^ D o 
|LIE ~S 
iDIA T 


rHTo’w 


lT^yI 


Ht^YBR/ 
i MJ/A t 


|R|0|D, 

IsTU 


MIOI AlNl 


iA 


' 65 The midnight — 25 Greek letter 
of Paul..." 27 Extended family 


66 Little nipper 

67 Willow 

68 Sultanate 

69 Pained 
exclamation 

70 Physicist Enrico 

71 Split 


DOWN 

1 Pancake 

2 Nigerian capital 

3 Nautical word 

4 Horse or bean 

5 Moiety 

6 Hebrew letter: 
var. 

7 — Valley. CA 


28 Ship's record 

29 Separated 

31 Insipid 

32 Front part 

33 Pointed tools 

34 Seafood iiem 

35 Knowledge 

36 Wading bird 

37 Rapidly 
3$ Dad 

4*1 Nothing 
44 — Claire. Wl 
46 Olafs capital 
48 Mounted 
50 Lampoon 

52 Goof 

53 One at — 


lAiT T 

ItIhIe 

|T(Y N 

[a|m'|o' 

'^lEN 


S W|A 
E A|R 
A ■rTT 

Tjm 


[TIvTT 
!S 5 E 



> WONDERS ^ 
WILLNB/K 



S1S38MCN. ' 

061 nsvNtKJOxniirinMjaiOMu. NORTH 
WEaCASVNCOBIHC 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


N EjR 

nIe’RIV 


a AjW A 
NOR 


1 PORSOnbTELLVOu. 

MV accident poucy 

, LAPSED LASTWEEK.' 




54 Car 

55 Revise 

56 Shrewd 

57 All: pref. 


58 Bound 

60 Roil 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
SATURDAY ■ 
JUNE 15, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson, " ' 


Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April I9) Know what your 
true desires are and plan 
how best today to make 
thMTi a reality. Tonight, 
study your progress and 
detennioe what will be the 
best course of action to 
pursue in order to obtain 
your success. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Use care with 
some monetary matter 
early today and then you 
can handle' career activities 
easily. A good firiend needs 
help in bmidling some per- 
sonal difficulty, so lend a 
hand and find some solu- 
tion to his or her predica- 
ment 

GENflNI: (May 21 to June 
21) Make arrangements 
for that trip wlucb can 
bring you greater success^ . 
early today, then later 
evening get into import^t 
business at hand which has 
been put aside for some- 
time and which must be 
dealt with at this time. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2 1 ) Handle 
Saturday duties playfully 
today and please those you 
have to deal with. Dine out 
this evening with your 
mate and you can have a 
romantic time w'hich will 
not be forgotten for foe 
days ahead if you are suc- 
cessful. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You can become more 
efficient today in terms of 
your career dbtivities and 
please those who count and 
are responsible for your 
success. Be more affectionj^, 
ate with your mate and he 
or she will reciprocate the 
gesture. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) The situa- 
tion may be tense early 
today, however, later this 
evening all kinds of good 
things come your way. 
Seek ouL-A'bat you want 
most in your activities 
through the actions of a 
bigwig who can be of assis- 
tance. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Do whatever 
will make your environ- 
ment more charming and 
functional, so that those 
who live under your roof 
will show great apprecia- 
tion. Handle your career 
activities cheerfully and 
make tbe best of any tas^ 
von are given. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2!) Don't 
create a practical difficulty 
in foe morning today, and 
then you can ^ with close 
friends for a good time 
later this evening. Later 
tonigfat, will be good for 
you to go out on foe town 
with your mate for a 
romantic time.' ‘ 
SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to Decemba 21) In 
the moroing today, you 
may have a disagreement 
with a fellow assodate, 
however, later this evemng 
a harmonious tima can be . 
enjoyed at home with yom 
lo\’ed ones in some recre- 
ations which everyone will 
want to participate in. j 
CAPRICORN:(Deceinber^ V 
22 to January 20) Eariy^ 
today rid yourself of a 
secret anxiety, then get 
busy at marling, sbe^ 
ping, visiting. Acquire 
information you need for 
^ completion of a 
project which has been 
assigned to you by a big- 
wig. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to Febniaiy 19) First study 
your assets and liabilities 
well today, ihcn set (9 a 
more workable budget for 
youTseU and your loved | 

ones which will make tbe 
days ahead more pleasaoL 
Tonight you can go out V 

with your loved ones for i 

some fun. 1 

PISCES: (February 20 » 
March 20) The home and . 
outside duties can be some- 
what frustrating in the ^ 

morning today, howeve^ 
later this evening you 
do whatever pleases you \ 

most. Later this evening . i. 

will be the time fw you to ? 

consult with some bigwig n 

for advice. '' 
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Electricity 

(Contiiiued from page 8) 

to prepare the comraeciali- 
sadon of Jordan's only com- 
pany for electricity genera* 
non, transmission and distrib* 
ution. The committee 
employed specialised consul- 
tants to re\'alue the JEA and 
prepared a draft of a new elec- 
tricity law. 

Due to the fan that current 
laws lack pimisioas to protea 
employees of enddes under- 
going such conveision 
processes. JEA asked for new 
reguIadoQs and amendments. 

'The employees will be 
given the choice between 
working for the new, commer- 
cialised JEA, governed by the 
Companies Law. or being 
sbift^ to other oftices of the 
Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Rrsouices." .Mr. 
Azzam explained, and added 
that “the goi'emment is trying 
to study this case very fairly.“ 

Stressing that “coromerciali- 
sadon is really the best solu- 
non for JEA. because it would 
give us the possibility to work 
as a commercial company 
wiih no interferences from the 
government.*' Ml .Azzam also 
said that, for one year after the 
commercialisation, the gov- 
ernment will keep IQU per 
cent of JE.A shares. 

“Afterwards, it will decide if 
and at what percentage to 
sell." .According to Mr. 
.Azzam. nobody, until now. 
approached the government 
with ofters. but “many 
investors will be interested (as 
soon as privatisation is decid- 
ed). because electricity is a 
very profitable business." 

According to the recently 
published JE.A 1995 annual 
report, the company's rev- 
enues amounted to over 

JD 134 million, wlule total 
operating expenses accounted 
for over JD108 million. 
Accumulated losses at the end 
of 1995 amounted to almost 
JD 5 million. 

According to the lepon, 
Jordan’s condnuiw of elec- 
tricity supplies is more than 
sadsfying and the Kingdom is 
performing well in containing 
technical losses in electricity 
distribution 

Thanks to “efScient mainte- 
nance and goodiiohsiTQCtiDn 
designs." with six hours per 
year of mterruption in electric- 
ity distribudOD. Jordan's efS* 
cieocy standards could be coo- 
sideted in the range of 
Western countries. Mr. Azzam 
pointed out 

In a recent interview with 
the Jordan Tunes, asusiant 
technical manager at Jordan 
Electric Power Company 
fJEPCO). Faihi Kbadb . said 
that Jordan, wasting 12 per 
cent of electricity generated in 
the distribudOD process, "is 
not in such a bad situation." 

. According to Mr. Khadb. 
percentage in losses decreases 
in urban and developed areas 
of the Kingdom, such as the 
Amman disnicu lo 8.6 per 
cent, while il reaches up to an 
average of 20 per cent in 
developing countries. 

The figures also show ihai 
JE.A succeeded in electrifying 
99 per cent of rural areas. 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shopg:' 
6th circle, Amman ) 
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PENTHOUSE 
Furnished Or 
Unfurnished 

For Rent 

Location: In Tla’ Al Ali. 
3 bedrooms, satellite, 
.telephone, excellent 
^finishing. 

* Abdoun Real Estate 
I Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Pax; 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Ptafesaou^ Quafityi in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your<C(doiir film at 
our shop and gec- 

• jvmmo ph^tm 

39% 


39x39am 


_ >. Orindlayf 

Bank. Phone: 

Sw^eb tcL* 823891 



S 4NABEL 

REAL ESTATE 


FOR 

-’REINT 

DduxcVillas 

9 S- 

9 Appanmcnis : 
in Amman 


For details pfesse call 

Tel . 864230 

Fax. 864231 
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■BVTACU 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 693399 
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Happi|t>Aip^ 

paUMfftie 
Soe(0A & 


OF^ DAILY FROM 
. 10 A.M - 1 A.M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

Usun tJtbalXLa 
|i ^ 3 . 6 wrf San Rock 
Hotel 


<tn 

CfOArlHOTH. 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 

• TB4NIS COURT 

• HEALTH CLUB 

•SAUNAA MCUZZIt 


Tdt 758180 

Radio & tv station RP. 
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REAL 

CLEANING 1 

esiate 

SERVICES ; 

FOR 

PROFESSKWAL 

■«¥TA'V 

rent 

A LCXJER 

l/luxX 

eubassoes^^ 

PER 

AFFmBE 

3R0MV 

VILLAS 

&FLAIS 

IMM 

VILLAS 

flats 
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Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Siishi 


For Res. 812997-614118 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


WVfS 


RENTACAR 


^dct. , 


MaiDoflice 

Kin g AbdnOah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 





A review of news from the Arabic press 

Jordan Gulf Bank boosts net 
proSt by 38.8 per cent 

’^ri: THE JORDAN Gulf Bank raised tis dlM prom from 
JD 2 million posted in |U94 :«> JD .'^.4 million las? vvor. .in 
increase of JD 9 .'''^..sik) or .'S.s per cent Iniercst and 
commission earned went up b> "" .S per cent (JD h..15 
m:!!ioni from JD N.!7 million to JD 14 52 million while 
iniercM and commission paid rose hv n5.5 per cent \, JO 
3.11 million! from JO 4. *4 million to JD 7.S4 million As 
such, the hank posted a net rise in iiiteresi .ind coniniission 
earned of JD 3.2.5 million or M4.S per cent. 

The hunk's deposits totalled JD i.Vs.^S million at the end 
of 1995. .3.3 per cent higher th,in ihe JD lix)..11 million total 
at the end ot 1994. Direct credit l.iciliiies were, however, 
higher by -19 per cent as the hank eMendeJ ID .14. 5d million 
of new credits last ve.tr. boosime :>ie lot.ii to JD in.5 U2 
million at the end ol 1995 frimi JD "n..vh million at the end 
of i9U4. Cash margins provided ag.iiiisi ilicse taciliiies also 
rose by 4". 9 per cent. Irom JD 1 1 .4*1 million ;it Ihe end of 
1994 to JD Id. 99 million .it the erid t'l l.ist tear. 

.According to the annual repi>it. the b.ink h.is invest- 
ments in 21 public shareholding Ciunp.iiues. This portfolio 
of invesimenis tor trading piirpiwes .imt>untcU to JD 4 2.5 
million at the end of !v*l5 iJD .> 4 million m l*^?4). The 
bank has alsvv taken .i JD 2 P million lone-term investment 
in 2.S newiy-established eomp.inies hnneing up the total vd 
long-term investment friun JD 2..s miilum .if llie end of 
1994 to JD 3.7 million as the end of l‘*‘»s. 

Board Chairman Zuhair .Aw.iriam s.ud the b.mk h.is 
formed a committee to study tolkiwmg up .md resi*lvine the 
indebtedness to the bank, ile said tii.it the bank has filed 
court suits on debtors tor a total amount of JD 2.s.i> million 
bv the end of :a.s: vear. Court JecisuMis li.ive Iven obtained 
regarding JD 1 l.b million of debts .inj the remainder is still 
under follow up prvK'edures. 1 he ch.iirman noted that the 
bank w.is able to Ciilleci JD 4 niillinn ot debts JD 2..‘v 
miilion of which are p.irt of the Inir.i l.'oiiip,iiu indebted- 
ness. The bank's legal advisvu said th.it .Ionian Ouif Bank is 
dema.Tding the repavment ot JD .S million Imm the 
chairman and viLe-chairman of itie tornier .M Mashrev] 
Bank. 

Other figures appearing in the b.ink's tinanciai aceounts 
show total assets liabilities at JD I7| >0 inillum .it the envl 
of 199.' compared to .ID l.'U..'.s million .it the end ol IW4 
and net fixed assets at JD 4.bl> nnilutii iJD .' 2n million m 
1994). Lands and rc.il estate .icquireJ bv the bank in 
settlement of unpaid loans carried u value of JD 5. .17 
million. 

.Alter examining the 1995 report the general assemblv 
approved the distribution ol JD 1.4 million in JiviJenJv to 
shareholders at a rate of seven per cent (Al Ra'i -t- Al 
Dustour A) .Aswaq). 


Share prices continue sliding 

(Continued from page 8) 
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The agencies intervened and pumped ir|,fufids. For thm 
weeks thereafter, prices remained high." bat‘mey took a 
plunge in the wake of the uocenainties in the Middle East 
peace process. The situation was further complicated with 
the victory of rigbnst Likud leader Benyomin Netanyahu as 
prime minister of Israel in May 29 elecdoos. 

"Jordanians believe that Netanyahu's victory is a serious 
setback to the peace process and prospects for regional 
economic improvement attached to a comprehensive Arab- 
Israeli senlemeni,’' said a broker. 

Such a perception also depressed optimism sparked by 
the agreement between Iraq and the U.N. on limited oU 
sales — seen to benefti Jord^an firms to increase exports 
of food and medicine to Iraq, according to market watch- 
ers. 

"As such the stock exchange is taking the beating, and the 
government would have to pump in millions of dinars (dol- 
lars) to maintain the price level ftom plunging below the 
psychological 140 points in the officii AFM share price 
index,'" said the broker, who cannot be ideniifted by name 
under standing guidelines. 

.At ibe same time, any plunge in the index below 140 
points is expected to spark foreign buying, the broker 
noted. 

"If there is one thing that the market players have learnt, 
it is that they cannot on major foreign buying when the 
prices are high," said the broker. "Foreign buyers step in 
only when prices are down, and even at that, foreign 
iov^iors are very choosy and zero in on blue chips." 


London exchange rates 


LONDON(R) — Following are the buying and selling rates 
for leading world currencies and gold' against the dollar on' 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday: 

SI. 00 costs 1.3670/80 Canadian dollars 
1 .5230/40 German marks 
1.706^0 Dutch guilders 
1.2512/22 Swiss franc 
3] .33/37 Belgian francs 
5.1679/29 French francs 
1547.5/9.0 Italian lire 
lOS.60/70 Japanese 'Yens 
6.6850/50 Swedish crowns 
6.5270/20 Norwegian crowns 
5.8728/78 Danish crowns 
1.408S/95 Singapore doUors 
0.7914/19 Australian dollars 
7.7430/40 Hong Kong dollars 
One sterling SI. 5363/73 

gold (ounce) $384.15/384.65 
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Sports 




Euro 96 


Couto sends 


Turks packing 


NOTTINGHAM (AFP) — Turkey became the second side 
to exit the European Championsips after a goal from 
defender Fernando Couto gave Portugal a 1-0 win and vir- 
tually guaranteed their advance into the last eight here 
Friday. 

Turkey join Romania on the early £^ane borne but they 
can consider themselves unlucky after taking the figbt to 
the Portuguese, who once again showed they lack a gen- 
uine goalscorer. 

After missing a number of golden chances, it took a rare 
goal from Parma centreback Couto to fualiy silence the 
raucous noise of Turkey’s 13,000 fanatical, bang-drum- 
ming supporters at the city ground. 

Pele has dpped Portugal to go all the way to the final but 
unless one of their striters hies a rich vein of fonn, it seems 
unlikely they will ever get the rewards merited by their 
fluid approach play. 

Rank outsiders Turkey made a mocke^ of the pre-match 
odds after dominating the highly-fancied Portuguese for 
most of the first half. 

Ponugal will have to be careful in their last match against 
Croatia at the City ground on Wednesday. Paulinho Santos 
is already suspended for his second yellow card on the 
stroke of half-time, and Oceano, Ricardo Sa Pinto, Joao 
Pinto, Paulo Sousa, Luis Figo and Jose Tavares have all 
been booked. 


Leading Euro 96 scorers 


nerluigi Casiraghi (Italy) 
Hristo Stoichkov (Bulgaria) 
Alan Shearer (England) 

K. TUrkyilmaz (Switzerland) 
Alfonso (Spain) 

Andreas MoeDer (Germany) 
Christian Ziege (Germany) 
Brian Laudnip (Denmark) 

Sa Rnto (Portu^) 
Christophe Du^ury (France) 
Diya T^mbalar (Russia) 
Goran Vlaovic (Croatia) 



Romanians lodge appeal 
over ref’s costly blunder 


NEWCASTLE (AFP) — Furious Romanian offidals are 
to lodge a protest with UEFA over Danish referee Peter 
Mikkelsen’s ‘no goal’ decision that sent the team crashing 
out of Euro 96. 

A top-level meeting amongst officials went long into 
Thursday night to decide what action to take over the St 
James’s Park incident 

Mikkelsen’s blunder left the players seething. Instead of 
perhaps reaching the quarter-finals diey instead became the 
first team to be knocl^ out of the championship. 

Even if they win their final game against Spain, and 
France lose their remaining two — which would leave the 
sides level on three points Aime Jacquet’s team would 
qualify after bearing the Romanians at St James’ Park 
Monday. 

The incident happened in the 31st minute when Dorioel 
Munteanu let loose with his left-foot from 25 yards. The 
ball hit the crossl^ of Bulgaria's Borislav Mi^ylov and 
bounced down over the line but Mikkelsen xmssed it and 
waved play on. 

Tbe Romanian players immediately protested to 
Mikkelsen who instead of consulting bis linesmen simply 
brushed the players away and told them to get on with the 
game. 

Already a goal down to Hristo Stoichkov's lethal third 
minute strike, Romania desperately needed to equalise to 
get back into the match. 

*Tt was definitely a goal,” fumed Romanian defender 
Tibor Selymes. *T have watched it on television and the 
ball went over the line. 

“But a goal is only a goal if the referee says it is. and that 
was not the case against Bulgaria.” 

Team-mate Ion Lupescu agreed; T thought it was a goal. 

Bulgaria had two chances and scored from one of them, 
but that is the way the game goes sometimes.” 

But while his players remained philosophical about tbeii 
exit coach Anghel lordanescu reacted angrily when asked 
about the incident. 

“I refuse to make any comment about that,” he stormed. 
*Tt is up to you (the media) to make up your own minds and 
write what you saw.” 

But despite the protest Romania will still be packing (heir 
bags early next week. 

A UEFA official said that the score will stand, regardless 
if a mistake was made or not. 

However the appeal almost certainly means the end of 
the 36-year-old Mikkelsen 's Euro 96 tournament 

After the group matches, the number of referees are 
reduced and MUdrelsen, despite being a vastly experienced 
referee who was in the charge in the 1990 World Cup in 
Italy and the 1992 European Championship in Sweden, can 
expect to go home early. 

Mikkelsen is the second Scaodanavian referee to make a 
major blunder during Euro 96. 

Sweden’s Leif Sundall nussed an obvious penalty in the 
Scodaod-HoUand match when Scottish midfielder John 
Collins robbed the Dutch of a goal in the opening minutes 
by knocking the ball off the line with his aim. 

Sundall, like Mikkelsen, has almost certainly refereed bis 
last Euro 96 match. 





Paul lace (kft) and Paul Gascoigiie (centre) celebrate scoring ^riiilst Teddy 
Sheringham (2nd right) and Stuart Pearce (ri^t) look on during Ei^|and*s training 
session at Bisham Abbey in preparation for their next game in the Enropean 
Championships gainst Scotland at Wembley on Saturday (Reuters photo) 


Points more vital than pride 
in England-Scotland showdown 


LONDON (R) — Far more is at stake than 
the settling of old scores when die ancient 
rivalry between England and Scotland is 
reviv^ at Wembley after a seven-year gap 
on Saturday. 

While both sets of fans want their team to 
win this match more than any other, the 
players will be far more concern^ with 
picking up three points in their quest to 
advance from Group A of Euro 96 — espe- 
cially as the Netherlands opened a thz^ 
point gap on both of them by beating 
Switz^aod 2-0 on Thursday. 

While the main objective is a victory, the 
fact that this game is being contested by so 
many club mates from both sides of b<s- 
der will gua^tee the match will be played 
with a passionate intensity setting it apart 
from all the others in the cooteetition. 

As England striker Teddy Sherin^iam 
said this week — just one of two ^zen 
players to express the samg sentiment — 
“we all know each other so well and have 
played with and against each other so often 
it is going to be more like a league game 
than an international.” 

Sberingham’s own opposing club marf» 
from Tottenham will be Colin Calderwood. 

While the history of the fixture the first 
intemationa). ever played ^ dates back to 
1^2, of far more immediate concern is the 
story of the last seven days. 

Scotland, incongruously the “home” side 
because of the way the draw worked out 
and using be home dressing room, come to 
the game on a high after a battling perfor- 
mance in a 0-0 draw with the Dutch on 
Monday. 

Their training canq> at Straifoid-On-Avon 
has been a haven of tranquility in conq>ari- 
son to England’s witii coach Craig Brown 
and his players enjoying an excellent work- 
ing lelationsbq) with the media. 

Brown is kMpng his tactics secret, but 


has hinted he will take special precautions 
10 deal with Paul Gascoigne who be rates as 
England’s most influential player. That 
could mean (jascoigne’s Glasgow Rangers 
raammafft StDOTt McCall is assigned to 
man-mark him. 

Brown could also start with John Spencer, 
who i^laced Scott Booth at hi^ftime 
a^nst Netherlands, in attack in a bid to 
solve Scotland’s worrying inability to 
score. And he may well give a starting berth 
to Billy McKinlay who <^mft on after 56 
minutes fc»^ Kevin Gallacher on Monday. 

His only injury worries are slight ones 
concerning Stewart McKimmie, John 
Collins and Gary McAllister but be believes 
that the recent adverse publid^ surround- 
ing England will help boost the opposition. 

^ would imagine Teny Venables will use 
that Sack to inspire his players,” be said, 
“I’d expect him to do tiiat and it will be a 
big danger to us.” 

^gland, as is nsnal at major champi- 
onships, have been vilified by one tabloid 
attack after another following their trip to 
China and Hong Kong, the damage done to 
the aircraft Ininging them back from Asia 
iod tales of players drinking after-hours in 
nightclubs. 

Venables,' who called the English press 
emps “traitors” on Tuesday, has turned his 
mii^ back to team matters. He was expect- 
ed to recall David Flan to bis starting line- 
up but be is still nursing a lib injoiy and 
remains doubtftiL Jamie Redknapp is on 
standby. 

Despite intense media pressure to drop 
Gascoigne, Venables is certain to keep 
Scotland’s player of the year in his team. H 
be is on song, more than any other player 
can unlock the Scottish defence and bring 
bis country a victory they badly need 
against his adopted homeland. 


Fans disprove predictions 
of hooliganism 


BIRMINGHAM (R) — Good-natured Dutch and Scottish fans have so fer disproved 
predictions that Euro 96 would become a three-week orgy of soccer hooliganism. 

Rival fans came together before, during and after the match between their two t««T>R 
in exuberant but altogether friendly festi'ri^s which seemed to belong to a bygone age 
when football matches were not mere excuses for mindless hostilities. 

The sight of orange-clad Dutch fens dressed in idlts chanting to Scottish supporters 
“we love you Scotland, we do” before the game had started was enough to make neu- 
trals blink in (Usbelief. 

The Scots responded in kind, singing alOTg wife fee Dutch brass bands, dancing with 
rival fans and mingling aimcably. 

As the match itself, which finished 0-0, the fans' fixture ended in a highly honourable 
draw — and a victory for soccer as a sport whidi can still bring people together where 
goodwill exists. 

Scotland manager Craig Brown expressed his ddighi wife the way things had gone 
afterwards. “Scotland and Holland have pl^ed some great games in the pasL Both sets 
of fans really get on well with each ofeer,” be said. 

“It’s always a great game to play in. Tbe Scotch fans were great but, equally, so were 
the Dutch.” 

If tbe 20,000 or so Dutch supporters in V2ia Park were bitter or disappointed by not 
winning as expected, it baidly showed as they went to Birmingham Ci^ centre for joy- 
ful celebrations involving a sizeable intake of alcohol 
But police had nothing but praise for the way both sets of supporters behaved and 
there were no reports of major problems. 

Tbe e.xpected outbreak of hooliganism has not happened yet in Euro 96, though there 
is still an obvious risk of violence at crunch matebW such as England vs Scotland and 
England vs Netheriands as well as at later games should Germany play the English or 
Dutch. 

But if there is no tangible effect of supporters’ excesses as yet, no-one should doubt 
the level of fanaticism with which some people follow their 

Brown said one Scottish fan had come up to him after Monday's match and told him: 
“I’m in trouble at home. I missed my son's wedding to come to this game.” 
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Spnin^ France meet tonight 


LEEDS (R) — Spm and 
France lodt set to give free 
rein to tbeir attaddng ridlls 
when they clash in Euio 96 
CJroup B Satnrday — a 
repeat of tbe 19S4 final. 

The Spanish, having 
screed a 1-1 draw with 
Bulgaria, need all three 
points while France are 
likely to play more freely 
than when they beat 
Romania 1-0 in their open- 
ing fnateh last weekend. 

Tt's in fee second match- 
es that teams’ strengths are 
liberated,” said France's 
coach Aime Jacquet 
“Id their first game Spain 
played under great pr^sure 
and did not reach tbeir true 
level Aghast Fiance we 
can expect to see a dififexeat 
Spain.” 

“We're going for the three 
points,” said Spam’s central 
defender Miguel Angel 
Nadal, who sits out tbe 
match completing a two- 
match suspension. 

“We can’t speculate with a 
draw, then a win against 
Romania, we must win.” 
France were also rather 
more cautious than expect- 
ed against Romania, but (he 
Spanish are waxy of the 


threat of striker Youri 

^^tleiico Madrid midfield- 
er Jose Uris Caminero sazd: 
“They are a well structured 
quite solid at ^ 
back. They have a similar 
playing style to Spain ^ 
they have a man lilre 
Djorfcaeff with more inspi- 
ration and talent” 

France’s central defender 
Laurent Blanc saiA 
“Neifeer side is interested in 
a draw, we’re all going to 
want to take risks.” 

The last time Spain, win- 
ners in 1964, met France 
was in the 1984 final won 2- 
0 by Michel Platini’s French 
side in Paris. 

Both sides are unbeaten in 
about two years — France 
in 24 matches since Jacquet 
took ch^e after their feil- 
ure to reach tbe 1994 World 
Cup finals. 

Spain have gone 17 games 
unbeaten since felling to 
Italy in the Worid Cup quar- 
ter-finals in Boston. 

Neither coach will name 
his side until just before 
kickoff, but Fiance will 
probably be unebanged. 

docent Guerin is suffer- 
ing from back and leg pains. 






wife Reynald Pedros of 
Nantes standing by in case 
the Paris St Germain mid- ^ 
fielder is not fit 

It is also unclear whether 
Jacquet will recall Jocelyn 
An Joma, the only player in 
fee squad to have afqieated 
in all 10 qualifying games, 
to the deface in place of 
Lilian Tbuiam. 

Oemente has hinted at 
four changes to tbe Spanish 
side. 

Having lost striker Juan 
Pizzi through suspension, 
Alfonso Perez, fee substi- 
tute wbo equalised ag^nst 
Bulgaria, looks set to lead 
the attack. 

Deponivo Coruna mid- 
fielder Donato, forward 
Jose Axnavisca of Real 
Madrid and Valencia 
defender Jorge Otero also 
look set to play. 

Brazilian-born Donato, a 
strong ball winner with a 
good middle distance shot, 
believes Spain should pl^ a 
counter-attacking game. 

“Their defence plays well^’ ;J 
forward and they press in 
tbe of the field so 

fee ideal is to counter attack 
at speed,” be said. 







Ciriaco Sfroza (left), Marc Hotliiiger (oenCte) and Marco Grassi of Switzerland show 
their disappointment after missing a scoring chance against the Netherlands during 
their European Soccer Championship match, June 13. The Netherlands won the 
match with the score of 2- O CRenters photo) 


Holland victory revives flagging hopes 


BIRMINGHAM (AFP) — 
Holland revived their flag- 
ging Euro 96 hopes wife a 
2-0 win over Switzeriand 
here Thursday night ti> go 
top of Group A. 

Second-b^ goals ficom 
Jonh Cruyff ^ Deonls 
Bergkamp did fee damage. 

Cruyff’s goal came in tbe 
66fe minute after Swiss 
goalkeqzer Marco Pascolo 
failed to contact solifey 
with apundL Tbe baU 
straight to Cruyff whose 
left-^ted shot left Pascolo 
DO chance. 

Tbiiteen minutes later 
Beigkanq), wbo bad strug- 
gled ifaioaghout the first- 
half with fee Swiss offside 
trap, was set free on the 
counter attack wife a eJear- 
ance fix>m Dutch goalkeep- 
er Edwin Van Der Sar. 

Outstripping fee sole 
Swiss defender, tbe Arsenal 
star saw his first shot 
blocked by Pascolo but fee 
rebound came strai gh t back 
to him and time be 
ma<ie no mistake. 

It could have b^n 3-0 but 
for a brilliant off-the-line 
save by Swiss defender 
Stepbane Henchoz who 
booked away a header from 
Cruyff after Pascolo was 
completely beaten. 

More importantly it puts 
coach Gus Hiddi^’s side 
firmly in control of tbe 
group and Terry Venables’ 
men must beat Scotland or 
have to beat fee Dutch at 
Wembley next Tuesday to 
reach the last eight 


But Hiddink was quick to 
admit that tbe win was a 
long time coining. 

“We had a bad start Tbe 
Swiss did very well. They 
bad three men up front wbo 
are very strong physically 
and very good one against 
one,” said Hiddink. 

However Holland can 
consider themselves lucky 
to have 11 men on fee field 
at fee end of fee game. 

Defender Clarence 
Seed^ was booked after 
14 minutes when be brought 
down Marco Grassi as 
Switzerland tried to launch 
a quick counter attack. Ten 
minates later he did the 
same dung but this tim^ 
Bulgarian referee Atanas 
Ouzounovn kept fee yellow 
card in his pocket. 

It was a decision feat 
allied Swiss coach Artur 
Jorge, who bad not doubt 
that Seedorf should have 
got bis marching orders. 

“I don't UDtterstand the 
referee,” he con^ilaiiied 
afterwards. 

However Dutch coach 
Guus Hiddink was not 
going to take tbe risk that 
his defender would not be 
so lucky the next time 
promptly pulled the Real 
Madrid player off and 
replaced to wife Johan De 
Kock. 

Switzerland were not so 
lucky. 

Their striker Marco 
Grassi, who collected a yel- 
low card in their opener 
against England 
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Saturday, collected another 
late in the second-half and 
will DOW automatically ndss 
tbe final match ’ agunst 
Scotland next Tuesday. 

Switzeriand had a golden 
chance to take the lead in 
tbe Slst minute when adaz- 
zUng run by Grassi beat two 
Dutch defenders. He 
slipped the ball inch per- 
fectly to Evertoo defender 
Marc HocUger luridng in the 
penalty area. 

Somehow Hottinger man- 
aged to blast the ball higb 
over tbe bar when it would 
have been easier to scene. 

Three minutes later, tbe 
Swiss attack had a second 
chance with the ball bob* 
bting about in the Dutch 
penalty area. But no-one 
could get a dean enough 
shot to find a way through 
tbe milling bodies. 

Meanwhile Pn gland 
coach Teny Venables tried 
to play down the impof- 
tance of Holland’s win as to 
the outcome of Groiq) Aand 
wbo will go through. 

“Tbe result makes no dif- 
ference to our situation. Id 
fee end, it's up to us what 
we achieve,” Venables sauL 

“It was a good game. For 
an hour, it could have gono 
either way. 

“And the Swiss had a tei^ 
rifle chance of going Id 
front Who knows what 
would have happened if 
feey had taken it?” 
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Before 

Sunrise 



Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Bruce Willis 
in 

Die Hard 3 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD 

Clht Eastwood & Meryl Streep 

* The Bridges of 
Madison County 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:M, 10.30 


« CONCORD **2” 

Mrs. Doubtfire Show: 3:30 
Under Siege 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Will shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star 


Government 


Stamng comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 


PRESENTS 
THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call . 
625155 - 640155 
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Rodriguez. 

Mike HeonemaD (CM). 
vbo fignand^ a two-nm 
lead in the undh, served np 
Wouin's sevoith homer in 
die bottom of die 10th that 
lifted Bostra into a 7-7 de. 
aM of Va!endn*s hnm^ 
have- tied the game or pot 
dielM Sox alKad. 

At ' (California, Daimtm 
EasI^ fait a two-mn homer 
and'Chudc Hnl^ allowed 
two runs over six innings as 
die (California Angels won 
their fifth straight gafna 
with a 6-4 victory over the 
i^lfOceatoBliieJays. 
-^•@^^^(8M>^owed four 
JutC^taUted. one and won 
for Idle -tiiiid straight dnv* 
aganst-the Bhie Jays. 

In Kansas Gty, Dong 
ynicm allow^ one mn in 
^^^'1-iimil^ and fVaig 

F^petin - homeied and 
-drc^, in four mns to lead 
titeunsas City Royals to a 
yicusy over the Balti- 
mmbt&ioies.^ 

- - ct^ected three 

hits ianid. has ^ homers in 
iBSv last 15.. games. Joe 
Itioda'also h^ three hits 







and scored three runs and 
Joe VitieKo had three RBI. 

In MBwaidKe, MBm 
Matbeaiy*s RBI doable 
snapped a tie and hi gWight- 
ed a six-run fourth mning 
and John Jaha clubbed two 
solo homers as the MOwan- 
kee Brewers bombarded the 
Oakland Addetics 16-3. 

It was the tiuid timg in the 
last five games Milwankee 
has scored at least 10 runs 
in a game and the fomtii 
time dds seascm the Brew- 
ers have scored at leiut 15 
runs in a game. 

In New Yoik,' Qcd Ito- 
shiser carried a shntbut.into 
die oghdt imiing m bis sec- 
ond straight strong outing 
and Eddie Mnin^ slng^ 
a two-run homer and drove 
in three nms as the Cleve- 
land Tn^ang beat the New 
Yci± Yankees 6-2. 


Iteishiser (,6-4) gave iqi 
foor -hits and walked one 
widi five strikecHits strOce- 

ODtS. 

Dodgers beat Braves 

Ro(i^ Cedeno’s first 
major-league hornet; a 
thz^nm shot, broke a sev- 
enth-nming tie awt lifted 
the Los Angeles Dodgers to 
a 6-3 victory over tbe 
Atlanta Braves on Thurs- 
day. 

& Phtsborgh, Devon 
White singled borne two 
runs widi two out in the 

ninth inning 35 ybf Florida 

Marlins ««ny from h»»hinH 
to defeat die 
Pirates 4-3. 

Wb^ sfegled home Kurt 
Abbott in the top of tbe 
eighth to draw FUvida 
within one and pdced a 


B^^ker reaches Queen’s quarters 


L-w'... r . • • • . * 

LGd^PQN (AFP) — T(^ matched by Stefen Edberg court victory over Goran 
se^^duo Thomas Master befcrebezetixesinNorem-- Ivanisevic, udio was tum- 
sn^A^^Bcds Becker both bet. peted by a koee injury, 

lesidi^^^. The; >v:.,7*v London-based - v«Ecfe^, 30, n 

’-moved od to 96 ninth Stella ouaiter-final in 
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CAR FOR SALE 

VOLVO 740 GU.duty unpaid, fully-equipped 
and in excellent condition. Asldng for JD 
7,000 or best offer. 

Call 811666 


P H •s'c P imT 

f!5! 

i>iiiiii/i eiiT jnir 


Under the petrenage of HRH Prince Rac'd Bin Zeid 
rhe Delegation of the European Commission presents the 



Jazz Caravan 9 

waitfh¥* d T^***”*"*‘"l*****™in^minanbetwendie^' 
6di - lam ofjune. 

rif^rm rnilitnlTfT— - -ti— smopc win be peifennlng 
lnopoialr.cUtoxMndser gp e ca a n sr jaa iwale tanging tom 
Onssl^ ttmu^ OilennI » Latin Ainerlei Aslon ^ 


Spedal sealing fbr tktos sold an 
* A1 - Hate) * fteddy for Miele 
' Casi^ Rsainnt * Romero Restaimn 
■MoKaCafe'Cheankla 

iZ)ooV maw ikow 

Anther bdbimadan.pleMe can mi^>sponsois 



BUMKMieetea 









BRITISH 

LIFESTYLE 

EXHIBITION 


bases-loaded angle into 
ri^ field to drive in Joe 
CSsuIak and Abbott, giving 
Hotida tbe lead. 

In San Francisco, Barry 
Beads had four hits and 
broke the longest bomerless 
drought of tus cateerwitfi a 
two-nm shot in tbe eighth 
imung as tbe San Franc^co 
(jiants bunt a nine-run lead 
and hung mi for a 12-8 vic- 
tory over the Houston 
Ams. 

In St Louis, Robert Per- 
son pitched seven shutout 
innings in his first start of 
the season and Todd Hund- 
ley and Jeff Kent hit lock- 
to-back homers in the sev- 
enth, giving tbe New York 
Mets tiieir fifth win in six 
.gan^, 2-1 over the -St 
Lotus Cardinals. 

Person (1-1) was recalled 
from tzml^ natfblk before 


f TO LET ^ 

New unfurnished apartment between Deir Ghbar 
and Sweifieh, 240 sq.m., ground floor, own entrance, 
garden, paring, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fuily- 
equipp^ kitchen. JD 10,000 annually. 

, CalLWidad Qaraeen, 667120 / 603595 








Super deluxe semi >nlla, 5 bedrooms, 5 baforooms, 
excellent furnishing, 3 salons, double entrance and 
big garden, 2 telephone lines, satelfite dish. 

In Al Rabia. Annual rent JD 18,000. 

Telephone: 670117, Fte: 670118 


r REQUIRED > 

HRD SPECIAUST / SHORT-TERM 

The water quality rmprovement and Conservation Project ! 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation desires to recruit an 
HRD consultant for ,a period of approximately 16 
weeks to assist an American expatriate in HRD reports, 
and carrying out a Manpower Plan for the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation. Candidates should have the 
following qualifications and experiences; 

• Advanced professional training from a recognized 
institution of higher education in Human Resources 
Development and/or Institutional Development. 

• Professional experience including technical 
participation or managment of organizational 
development studies, manpower planning activities 
for governmental organizations. 

•Familiarity with the Civil Service regulations. 

• Should have demonstrated capability in survey, 
design, statistical approaches, and computerized 
processes for collecting and analyzing data. 

• Have excellent communication and interpeisonal 
skills. 

Intar i ted conddotes, p l ea s e send resumes 
before June 20, 1996 to the MIewing address: 
P:O.Box 851 532 JU-Suwefyah 111 85, Amman 
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AL - RASHID 
HOSPITAL 

( Psychiatric ) 


The first private psychiatric hospital 
in Jordan Is operat^ now , Receiving 
psychiatric emergencies, and admissions 
-over 24 hours, staffed with a p^diiatric 
fw>Tn , accepting short and long stay 
patients , both males and females . 
Hie location is Abu - Nosair village 
^chls on the WBQr from Abu - Nusalr 
h nniiing estate to Baqa’a Camp. 


Td. 844238 / 838882 Fax 847639 

P.O.Box 540851 Amman 11937 Jordan 


Supersonics save honour 
but face uphill battle 


MBwankee Brewers fhird basemm JtS OiDo reaches for a line drive off the bat of Oakhnd Athletics Rafod 
Boonaigal with bases loaded in the siectHid Inning bat fails to imke the play. Shortstop Jose Valentin Odded the ball 
and threw to home plate to force the mnner then to third base for a doable play at Coanty Stadfnm in MOwaiikee 
Jane 13 (Renters photo) 


foe game to replace the 
injur^ Paul Wilson. 

In Chicago, Teny 
Shnmp^’s tfaree-nin 
homer in the bottom of the 
14th innin g ^ fais first 
home run in neariy two 
years — lifted tbe Chicago 
Cubs to their fifth win in six 
games, 6-3 over the San 
Diego Padres. 

At Colorado, Jtfon ^^Dde^ 
Wal had three hits, includ- 
ing a homer and drove in 
thire runs and Bryan Rekar 
allowed a run in ei^t 
innings in his tctuni from 
the minors to pace the Col- 
orado Rockies to a 4-1 vic- 
tory over the liuladelpbia 
Phillies. 

Normally a pineb-hiner, 
Vander Wal has been play- 
ing mote as a regular since 
the injury to centre field 
Lany Walker. 


SEATTLE (AFP) — Qiica- 
go stumbled off an 
unscheduled detour on a 
stroll down coronation 
street, ten tbe Seatde 
Supersonics have yet to 
show they have what it 
takes to sw^ a champ- 

mwhip 

Seattle's 107-86 victory 
in game four of the Nation- 
al BarieefoaD Association 
(NBA) finals averted a pos- 
sible sweep by tbe Bulls 
and forced game five Fd- 
d^. 

Tbe tciuoqfo preserved 
die honour of a team whose 
spmt was qnestimed after 
opening-nx^ opsea in tbe 
two playoffs and a 3-1 
semifinal over Utah 
tius year ihu was nearly 
squandered when the Jazz 
forced a seventh game. 

“We’re over a mental bar- 
rier,” Seattle’s Frank Brick- 
ow^ said. 

*To get swept in foe 
finals, font hangs with you a 
long time. Yon go bade and 
think about iC* 

Tbe rallying cry ’Tbuisday 
at Seattle’s practice sessioa 
was to avoid losing tiie 
crown at borne. 

“Wb still don’t want to 
lose it beie,** Seatde’s 
Detlef Sc hi empf said. **Ws 
want to take it back lo 
Chicago and see what hap- 
pens. If we put ourselves in 
that positic^ yon never 
know.” 


No team has ever rallied 
to win the finals after trail- 
mg 3-0 or 3-1 and tbe Bulls 
have not lost four games in 
a row smee 1990. 

But no dnb in 45 years 
had averted a finals sweep 
after felfing b ehind 3-0 
until tlBsyeK 
*T don't think anyone in 
our lodcer romn has 
stocked believing we ean 
win,” Chicago coach 
(Seocge Karl sakL 
The Buns know d)^ want 
to dose out the stmics 
before they build more con- 
fidence. They downplayed 
tbe defeat as one of their 
own making. 

”We were awful. It hap- 
pens from riiw to time,” 
Chicago's Steve Kerr said 
*Ti’s Dodring to be coo- 
cerued with.” 

“It was like when you 
come borne and you want 
to have sex and your wife 
doesn't,” {Kodaimed 
Chicago's Dennis Rodman. 

Seattle's David T^fingate, 
who has been an indmidat- 
ing physical defender 
against Jmdan throughout 
& series, wiD join NBA 
defensive jdayer of the year 
Gary Payton as tbe main 
men aimed at shutting 
down NBA scoring efaam- 
pkn bfichael Jordan. 

“Datid (fid a great job 
defending MichaeL He hit 
him a coqde of times and it 
helped ns,” Payton said. Tf 


Michael gets comfortable 
catching the ball where he 
wants, he gets into a 
Aythm. You have to make 
him woik and get him 
tired.” 

Wingate challenged Jor- 
dan, saying, T kind of want 
Michael to take h to the 
rim.” Catehing himsclf, he 
Added, ”oooh, 1 wish 1 had- 
n’t sffld that” 

Those are tbe sorts of 
weeds Jordan reminds 
opponents about as he zips 
past on a big nigbL But Jor- 
dan kept a calm outward 
demeanor despie three 
argumerns with referees in 
game four. 

“In these pressure sima- 
tions, you have to matntoin 
a cenain poise and a certain 
relaxed attitude,” JtMdan 
said. 

Seatde is anything but 
relaxed. 

The only disniptioas for 
Seattle have come because 
Karl bendied Ervin John- 
son and Vincent Askew, 
both of whom had been 
unhq^ with reduced play- 
ing time. Askew was fined 
$10,000 for nussing a prac- 
tice and interview session. 
Johnson conq>lmned but 
has mellowed. 


Seles enters Eastbourne tournament 

STAMFORD, Connecticut (R) — Monica Seles has offidally entered nextwedc's women’s 
grass court tournament in Eastbourne, Pngland, the women’s tour has announced. 

It will be her first appearance at the event whi^ li^ been lunxnDg for more than 20 years. 
Seles joins an dite field which includes nine of tbe top 15 in tire world including Steffi 
Graf, Conchita Martinez, Jana Novotna, Chanda Rubin, Lindsay Davenport, Mary Joe Fer^ 
nandez, Kimiko Date and Mary Rerce. 

Her IsBt performance on grass was at Wimbledon four years ago when she reached the 
final i^ainst (jraf after having beaten mne-times duuspion Martina Navratilova in three 
sets. 

This is Seles' dgbtb louroament since her comeback at tbe (Canadian Open in Tbaronto 
last August after foie knife attadr on her during a tournament in Hamburg in 1993. Despite 
a shoulder injury that has caused her to tniss some events this year, she has won two titles 
I mclodtng her>itintii>iGraDd Slam crown at tte Austnlian and has 17-2 wotftost 
^a*6Mforthte»J^‘-’''?^' i 

•—•no. T'l'f. ^"vi I i 'r, • ■„ ^ 





















SPECIAL -RATES FOR THE 

SUMMER HOILDAY 

I 






I 



















-.v-* 


12 N e ws 


Jordan Times, Saturday, June 15, 1996 





Russia agrees to posting of 
NATO officer in Moscow 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Rus- 
sia agreed Friday to allow 
the posdug of a top NATO 
officer widi its gen^ staff 
in Moscow as part of a reci- 
procal effort to create deep- 
er and broader ties with the 
Atlantic alliance, a U.S. 
senior official said. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel (jrachev, in a meeting 
here with NATO's 16 
defense ministers, reaf- 
firmed Russia's opposition 
to NATO enlargement but 
mad e clear Moscow was 
prepared to go forward widi 
cooperation, the offidal 
said. 

Russia is ready for **deep- 
er and closer*’ contacts .with 
the North Atlaodc alliance, 
Gen. Grachev said in a brief 
statement after the meeting 
at NATO Headquarters. 

*iProm the speeches of the 
NATO secretary general and 
all the ministers of defense, 
I have come to the conclu- 
sion that there is the aspira- 
tion for deeper and closer 
contacts,” Gen. Grachev 
said. “Russia is ready for 
t^L In my speech I suggest- 
ed a number of proposals of 
how to make our coopera- 
tion deeper and broader” he 
said without detailing them. 

Gen. Grachev accepted a 
NATO proposal Thu^lay to 
make permanent the pres- 
ence of a Russian liaison 
missiOD in the Supreme 
He^uartm Allied Powers 


Europe (SHAPE), and sug- 
gested that Russian liaison 
officers be placed in other 
NATO commands in 
Europe, NATO and U.S. 
officials said. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry countered by 
proposing that the Russians 
reciprocate by accepting a 
NATO liaison officer at its 
general staff in Moscow, a 
NATO of^ial said. 

*"Mmister Grachev agreed 
to host and welcome a 
NATO officer in Russia,” 
said Ashton Carter, assistam 
secretary of defence for 
internatitmal security policy. 

He said the excbs^e was 
“not a ixx)posa] but an 
agreed concept” 

The details of who would 
go where and when would 
be worked out by NATO 
Supreme' Commarider U.S. 
General George Joulwan 
and the Russians in the com- 
ing days, he said. 

Despite propo^g to insti- 
tutionalise Russia’s military 
relationship with NATO, 
(jen. Grachev held to a hard 
line on NATO's plans to 
admit new memb^ from 
among the former east bloc 
countries now in tbe part- 
nership for peace. 

GetL Grachev, whose 
appearance here comes just 
two days before presideuti^ 
elections in Russia, warned 
that enlargement of the 
alliance would create “new 


divisions and create deterio- 
ration in tbe Eun^)ean secu- 
rity environmenL” 

A NATO official said in 
his mating with the minis- 
ters, restated Russia’s 
fear that NATO enlatgemem 
would lead to a “quantum 
le^ in NATO power and 
bri^ that power closer to its 
borders ” said the official, 
speaking on condition he 
not be identified. 

Howeirer, Gen. Giadiev 
also listed a number of areas 
where Russia was prepared 
to cooperate with NATO, 
the official said. 

Joint we^xxis develop- 
ment, disarmament a^ 
arms control, ballistic mis- 
sUe defences, non-faoliferar 
tion, counter-teEFOrism and 
drug trafficking were among 
the areas whm be tiwught 
cooperation was possible, 
the official said. 

Geo. Grachev also urged 
dialogue to prevent any 
destabilising “surprises” in 
development of new mili- 
tary tedmologies. 

Gen. Gractev’s presentar 
tion to the NATO ministers 
followed up on a 
June 3 in Berlin between 
NATO foreign ministers and 
Russian Foreign Mfinister 
Yev^ny Prinoakov, who 
suggested Moscow did not 
oppose enlargement per se 
but tbe installation of allied 
military infiastructure near 
its bor^. 


Tbrkey frustrated with Arab 
reaction to Israeli accord 


ANKARA (AFP) — T^ntey 
is becoming increasingly 
exasperated witii hostile Ai^ 
reaction to a military cooper- 
ation accord signed four 
mcmths ago with Israel, sin- 
gling out Syria for particular 
criticism. 

Turkish c^cials said the 
government was initaied by 
tire reaction of several Arab 
connuies, including Syria, 
Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Ara- 
bia, to its Feb. 23 accord with 
Israel, which involves, 
among other things, joint air 
force training and widespread 
defence cooperation. 

“Frankly we are angry,” 
one Tu^ish official, who 
asired not to be named, told 
AFP. "It is out of the qu^on 
to revise the accord” 

“Ws have clear on 
several occasiois that it is not 
a question of an accmd 
aga^ Arab countries, nor of 
a military aiiinnp^ vrith Israel 
but a cooperation accord 
involving training," the 
source said. 

have said that aircraft 
will be equipped neither mth 
weapons nor with elecmmic 
surveillance systems, but 
they don’t want to under- 
stand,” she added 

Tbe Tuifco-Israeli military 
coc^ieration agreement pro- 
vides for joint" naval and air 
fnce training, technology 
sharing, cooperation between 
the Israeli and Turkish 
defence industries and 
exchanges of personnel. 

The deal would lepoitedly 
pemtit Israeli warplanes to 
use Ttiridsh air q)ace for 


manoeuvres and last week, 
Turkish air force pilots flew 
jvototype Israeli warplanes to 
test a new radar system slated 
to equip Ankara's- fleet df 
U.S.-m^ fighter jets. 

Iraq ‘and Iran have also 
joined in the chcnus disr^ 
pfoval at the accoid wife 
Israel, seeing fee cooperation 
as a miti tflry alliance target- 
ing the Ai^ and Isl^nc 
wrald Last Saturday, tiie 
tiiree-power summit between 
Syrian, Egyptian and Saudi 
leaders in Damasciis urged 
Turkey to leccmskler the pact, 
to maintain die “relations of 
good neighbouriiness” in the 
region. 

But tbe ^)peal caused 
Ankara great irritation, com- 
ing as it did from die cental 
of a state which Tbrioey 
accuses ot supporting terror- 
ism. ’Bnkey's own pifelic 
enemy nunte one, Abdullah 
Ocal^ head of die separatist 
Kuntish Labour Party, often 
resides in Damascus, souring 
Tknko-Syrian relatirms. 

“We food it hard to accept 
that three heads of state can 
call for relations of good 
neighbouriiness a few kilo- 
metres from the residence of 
a known teiroist leader,” a 
diplomatic source tdd AI7. 

“As far as Syria is con- 
cerned, it should .know it 
should stop its suppm to ter- 
rorism if it wants good rela- 
tiCHis wife Tut^,” die 
source said. “We knw very 
well feat Ocaian is living in 
Syria and we have requested 
his extradituxi on many occa- 
sions.” 


Mubarak 


abolishes 


penalties on 
joumahsts 


CAIRO (AP) — President 
Hosni Muba^ has recom- 
mended abolishing stiff 
•penalties for detonation 
and libel that l^yptian 
jomiialists had called an 
attempt to muzzle dieif crit- 

id$DL 

The decision, which still 
must be approved by padia- 
m^ would largely end a 
year-long fight between tbe 
government and journalists 
over a law that dnuiiatically 
increased fines and sen- 
tences. It was a victory for 
journalists who had nick- 
named the legislation *’the 
law of assasdnation of free- 
dom of the press.” 

“Most of our demands 
have been met, 90 per 
cent,” said Ibrahim Na^ 
bead of the Egyptian Jour- 
nalists' Union and editor- 
in-chief of Cairo’s leading 
A1 Abram newsp^iec ”We 
tried our best” 

He said negotiations 
would continue with tbe 
government on clauses 
journalists still objected to, 
but he did not give details. 

Issued a year ago, the law 
decreed prison sentences of 
up to five years and fines to 
up to $5,880 for journalists 
convicted of libel or slan- 
dering state officials and 
institutions. The old pun- 
ishment had been three 
months in jail and a finp of 
$15. 


Rogue copper trading causes 
$1.8b loss for Sumitomo 


TOKYO (R) — Giant 
Japanese trading house 
Sumitomo Coip. revealed it 
had lost $1.8 billion in 
rogue copper trading, main - 
ly by a d^er once revered 
as the guru of the world 
copper maikeL 

Sumitomo — tbe world's 
biggest copper merchant — 
said it bad fired the influen- 
tial. Tokyo-based trader. 
Yasuo H aman aka. It said 
another employee who left 
eight years ago had been 
involved to a lesser extent 
in tbe huge losses, incurred 
over the past 10 years. 

Copper prices plunged on 
the news and Japan’s chief 
government spokesman 
Friday lamented a new 
financial scandal which he 
said was evidence of the 
country’s declining busi- 
ness morals. 

**What we are seeing is 
panic liquidation,” a Lon- 


don metal exchange broker 
in New York said of the fall 
in copper prices after the 
news brolre. “Hamanaka 
has dealt with a lot of deal- 
ers, and some dealers are 
worried that Sumitomo will 
not be able to hold up under 
a $1.8 billion loss.” 

Sumitomo Coip. Presi- 
dent Tomiichi Akiyama 
vowed tbe trading house 
would stay in fee worid 
metal ma&ts and insisted 
the coo^pany’s overall 
financial stieogfe was 
strong. 

“We have no plans to give 
up metal trafeng, despite tbe 
huge trading loss we made 
in the w^ld copper mar- 
.ket,” Mr. Akiya^ told a 
news conference in Tokyo. 

’"We deeply regret — and 
are profoundly embaixassed 
by — these severe viola- 
tions of our company’s 
business policies and our 


long-standing and clear 
Standards of ethical and pro- 
fessional behaviour,” Mn 
Akiyama said. 

The losses at Sumitomo 
pronq>ted memories of huge 
losses rung up by traders at 
Barings, which was 
Britain's oldest merchant 
bank, and ax Jrq)an’s Daiwa 
Bank. Barings failed in 
1995 after Sing^re-based 
trader Mck L^oa ran up 
losses of almost $ 1 .4 billion 
throu^ unauthorised deriv- 
atives deals. 

Daiwa Bank was also hit 
byascandal last year ator it 
fesdosed that a former 
bond trader at its New York 
branch incurred losses of 
$1.1 billion over an 11-year 
period. Daiwa was ordered 
to shut its U.S. operations, 
and in February pleaded 
guilty to concealing fee loss 
and agreed to pay a $340 
million fine. 



RUSSIAN ELECTIONS: A Russian electoral officials prepaias ballot papers on Fridaj^ 
tnral centre where both military and dvUians will cast their votes on Sunday in Russia’s Pr^oratim eiecooiK i ne 
result of the election is eqEiected to be a closely run thii^ between President Boris Ycltdn and his mam rival, com- 
munist Party leader <^nnady Zyuganov (Renters photo) 


Srour reaffirms Jordan’s policies, quest for 
peace in talks with French parliamentarians 


PARIS (Petra) — the Jor- 
danian parlia^ntary dele- 
gation hea^ by Lower 
House Speaker S^ Hayel 
Srour on Thursday met with 
French Senate members 
and discussed bilateral rela- 
tions paiticulariy in pariia- 
ment^ affairs. 

Mr Srour briefed the 
French senators on Jordan’s 
efforts keen interest to 
establish peace in the 
region, noting in this regard 
the Joidanian-Israeli peace 
treaty, which has been 
endoraed by the Parliament 
after a thorough and in- 
depth discussion. 

Srour stressed Jor- 


dan's commitmeDt to estab- 
lish ajust and lasting com- 
prehensive peace in tbe 
region. The two delegations 
discussed tbe friture of fee 
peace process in light of 
results of tbe Israeli elec- 
tions which brought to 
power fee right-wing leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The bead of ^ French 
Senate said fee statements 
made by the newly-elected 
prime minister during his 
electicHi canqtaign come 
witiim the context of elec- 
tion campaigning and 
might not reflect a genuine 
political strategy towards 
the peace process. He 


called for not prej-udging 
the new Israeli government, 
saying that dungs were not 
clear yet . 

Mr. Srour noted Jordan’s 
efforts to honour its com- 
mitments, develop its econ- 
omy and build develc^ 
mem structures capable of 
correcting ceriain imbal- 
ances, particularly in rela- 
tion to poverty, nDeaq>loy- 
ment and living conditions. 
He cited Jordan’s toeign 
debt as an obstacle to 
developing fee economy, 
pointing out feat Jordan 
relies heavily on the sup- 
port provided by its firieods, 
including Fiance, to imple- 


ment development projects. 


Mr. Srour reviewed the 
newly enacted legislatioo to 
encourage investment in 
Jordan, saying feat the laws 
piovid^ a proper climate 
for attracting foreign 
investments. 

Ttie meeting was attended 
by Jordan .^nbassador in 
P aris Sharif Fawwaz Sbaraf 
and the French Ambassador 
in Amman Bernard BajoleL 
Also on Thursday Mi 
Srour met with the French 
minister of pariiamenrary 
affairs and exchanged with 


(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. urges PNA to 


treat Sarraj fairly 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Tbe U.S. administration 
has urged fee Palestiiuan 
Nation^ Aufemity (PNA) 
to treat jailed Palestinian 
human rights mmpinffvr 
lyad Sa:^ tody. 

""We simply stated a broad 
concern that he be treated 
fazdy and humanely,” said 
State De{»uftnient 

^kesman Nichol^ Bums. 

""We’ve also stressed to 
tbe Palestinian National 
Authority feat it must live 
up to intematioual standards 
of fee rule of law and of 
human rights.” 

A Palestinian militaiy tri- 
bunal Thursday extended 
for 15 days Dn Saiiaj’s 
detention alleging be 
assaulted a policeman in 
jail. 

A civilian court bad ruled 
that evidence on a separate 
drug charge was insuffi- 
cient to warrant preventive 
detention and ordered Dr. 
Sarraj released on bail, but 
in vain. 

Dr. Sarraj, 53, who beads 
fee Palestinian Independent 
Ctonmission for Gtizens’ 
rights, denied both charges 
and said he was arrested 
because of a letter he sent to 
Palestinian leader Yasser 


Arato, in which be accused 
the PNA of corruption and 
nepotism. 

Dl Sarraj, a leading crit- 
ic of Mje. Ai^L said be was 
mistreated during his four 
days in jail and felt "’terri- 
ble.” 

Looking pale and dis- 
tressed, Dl Sarraj to 
rqrorters as policemen 
aimed wife assault rifles 
pushed him forward on a 
brief walk from a prison van 
to the Gaza Gty magis- 
tiate’s court 

Dr. Sana’s lawyer, Raja 
Sourani, said both charges 
rq^iaieotly were design^ to 
sflence his ch'eut, who h^ 
characterised ^ Arafet’s 
rule as corrupt autocrat- 
ic. 

"It sounds very clear that 
ofeer dicumstances pushed 
for these two charges,” said 
Mr. Souiani. “It makes me 
feel really sad and bad” 
Lawyera in Mr. ^urani's 
office have said the drugs. 
95 grammes of hashish, 
were apparently planted 
during a p^ce raid of Dl 
Saizaj’s office on Monday. 
In a note smu ggle d out of 
prison. Dr. Saiz^ said be 
feared he was being fiumed 
on a false drug cha^. 


White House hails Iran 
investors sanctions bill 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — The White House a 
new bill Friday that would iinpose U.S. sanctions g gainct 
toeign businesses investing in Iranian oil, and 
that President Bill Clinton could sign it soon. 

“We support it” spokesman Michael McCuny said after 
a House of Representatives committee ^iproved tbe bill by 
voice vote Thursday. 

If ai^troyed by tbe fiill Congress and signed by Mr. Qin- 
too, fee bill would become the second new U.S. law this 
year rimed at punishing companies that do business wife 
what Washington considers to be rogue nations. 

On March 12, Mr. Clinton enacted fee Helms-Burton law 
allowing former owners of land- expropriated by the Fidel 
Castro government to sue foreign conqianies thm have 
since bought their land from tbe Cuban govemmenL 

As wife the case of fee Hrims-Burton law, nanvtd afrer its 
two proponents, fee bill targeting Iranian oil investors will 
likely spark strong protests from U.S. allies. 

“Tbe general thrust of our policy is we have to do 
what we can to isolate a rogue regime like Iran which 
shows no evidence at all of moderating its behaviour con- 
trary to those who suggest that a critical dialogue could 
moderate its behaviour,” McCuziy said. 

Congressional sources expected tbe bill to be approved 
by the full House of Representatives as early as Monday, 
wife Senate passage coming soon after. President Clintoii 
would then sign the bill into law, according to tto White 
House officials. 


Bosnian Serbs refuse ' 
to hand over Karadzic 


FLORENCE (R) — A 
senior Bosnian Serb on Fri- 
day dismissed demands for 
fee arrest of indicted war 
criminals as "liysteria” and 
said hardline leader 
Radovan Karadzic may 
take part in Bosnia’s 
planned elections. 

The prime minister of the 
Bosnian Serbs, Gojko 
Klickovic, spoke to 
reporters daring a two-day 
ministeiiri review ccmfer- 
ence in Borence which is 
expected to recommend 
caUing Bosnia’s first post- 
war el^txis by Sq)L 14. 

Ffis defiant wca^ were 
in sharp contrast wife the 
assessment shared by virtu- 
ally all conference partici- 
pants that removing 
Karadric and lus military 
chief General Ratko Mladic 
from public life was frmda- 
mentri for free and fair 
elections in Bosnia. 

“According to our laws 
nobody can be extradite^” 
Mr. Kiidkovic told 

reporters.” Tbe same 

^lies to President 
Karadzic and General 
Mladic. Also, our govern- 
ment did not accept any 
such obligation in Day- 
ton.'’ 

Mr. Klickovic said Mr. 
Karadric, indicted with 
Gen. Mladic by the UJ4. 
War Gimes Tribunal in fee 
Hague, may even luu for 
fee president of Republi- 
ka Srpska, tbe Bosnian 
Serb entity, at friture elec- 
tions. 


“(Karadric may take 
part) in any future elec- 
tions, including fee fbrfe- 
Goming ones, but he will 
decide to hiinself whether 
to run or not” Mn Klick- 
ovic said. 

A Karadzic candidacy 
would be in clear breach of 
fee Dayton peace pact 
which ended the 43-mooth 
war last November. "There 
is no way he can do that” 
U.S. envoy Robert Erow- 
ick, head of the 
internatiozial mission 
organising polls in Bosnia, 
told reporters. “Those 
indicted for war crimes are 
disbarred from public 
office.” 

The intematitmal com- 
munity says the presence of 
Karadzic in public life 
is poisoning the political 
atmosphere in all of 
Bosnia, where the Septem- 


ber dections are meant to 
f(nc^ common institutions 
to Serbs, Muslims and 
Goats. 

Chief mediator Carl Bildt 
and the president of tbe 
Hague tribunal, Antonio 
(^^a^se, both repeated 
demands at the conference 
to tile removal of Mr. 
Karadric and Geo. Mladic. 

Tbe two, held responsi- 
ble to atrocities in a brutal 
war feat claimed thousands 
of lives, have been clingiDg 
to their positions. 

Ml Klickovic said that 
Gen. Mladic was still carry- 
ing out his duties as the 
commaiider of the Bosnian 
Serb army and that he 
talked wife him on the tele- 
phone “eveiy morning.” 
Ml Karadzic has adopt- 
ed a lower public profile 
but is engaged in the "Inter- 
nal reorganisation” of fee 
ruling Bosnian Serb SDS 
party and its preparations 
for the etectiems, he 
Ml Klickovic said his 
governmeiit was not happy 
wife the Hague tribunal’s 
work, isaoding it a politi- 
cri.'not judicial, body. 

“So to we have not got 
fee impression that tiie tri- 
bunal is working in accor- 
dance with the rules of law. 
It remains a political insti- 
tution,” be said. 

“In the course of today’s 
discussion, our delegation 
will give a reply to fee hys- 
teria of Mr. Cisese.” 

Ml C^sese called on fee 
international community to 
exert more pressure to 
bring major war crime sus- 
pects to trial. 

He suggested feat if fee 
NATO-led peace Imple- 
ment^on Force (IFOR) in 
Bosnia could not or would 
not arrest Mr. Karadric and 
Gen. Madic, the Bosnian 
Serbs and their priroos in 
ramp Yugoslavia should be 
hit wife partial economic 
and sporting sanctions. 

Klickovic said he 
was sure that IFOR would 
not atteoqpt m arrest Mr 
Karadric and Gen. Mladic. 

*Tliey are aware of whi 
such an adventure would 
entail, because the two of 
feem are defended not only 
by tto army and tbe police 
but by the people as weD ” 
he said. 


'Flying Doctors' 
help with 
long-range 
diagnosis 


LONDON (R)— A British 
fan of Tbe Flying Doctors 
television series recognised 
the symptoms of his own 
rare but undiagnosed (fis- 
pasfl when watching fee 
Australian soap opera at 
home. Radio engineer Rod- 
ney Haverson, SZ had suf- 
fered for eight years from a 
confetioo feat baffled Us 
doctors and left him in a 
wheelchair until he saw an 
episode feat saved bis life 
‘The handsome hero Dl 
S tandish has an old flame 
visiting — a jazz singer 
who is breathless airi tired 
Being a brilliant high-fly- 
ing doctor, he is the only 
one to spot this rare illness 
and cure her," he told, hi 
reporters. “As I watched, 
was ticking off her symp- 
toms and thinking ‘yep. 
I’ve got that, and that, and 
that’. By the end of tte 
show 1 thought there was 
just a chance this could ht 
the problenL” Mr. Haver- 
sou told his doctor who 
ordered blood tests. *Tbey 
confirmed he was suffering 
from myasthenia gravis, a 
rare nervous disease. The 
diagnosis saved him. When 
be was admitted to hospital 
two weeks later suffering 
paralysis of fee lungs, doc- 
tors were able to treat him 
wife the right drugs and his 
condition has now sta- 
bilised. 


China toilets leak 
16 million tonnes , j 
of water daily 


■ 


le!'*' 




iN 


.■|i' 






. -''I • 


jliraime 

fffffchg 




BELTING (R) — More than 
16 million tonnes of pre- 
cious water goes down the 
drain each day in Giina 
from thousands of leakings 
poorly made toilets, the 
economic information dai- 
.ly said. Most of the leaks, 
which add up to losses of 
500' million tonnes a year, 
are a result of poor con- 
struction and sho^y mate- 
rials, it said. “Some irre- 
sponsible factory owners 
use rather poor materials 
and crude models to manu- 
facture their products," tbe 
newspaper said In addi- 
tion, most users were not 
bothered about fee waste 
because water is cheap io 
China, it added 
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-50-year-old seeks 
to be Hong Kong 
beauty queen 


HONG KONG (R) — A 
chubby 50-year-old womao 
has put in a bid to become 
Hong Kong’s next beauty 
queen, a newsp^>er report- 
According to Asia Ihle- 
vision Ltd which organises 
tbe annual beauty contest, 
tbe wo man entrant was 
slightly overweight bnt ve- 
ry charming, tbe Sing Tao 
Daily said Tbe contestant 
was not named The televi- 
sion company has allowed 
women of all age groups to 
enter fee contest since last 
year to attract more contes- 
tants. A 40-year-old made 
herself famous by entering ; 
last time, although she 
failed to wrin. 




'aecuu 

^prostit 




\i 




•'■y 


»i'!; 


History, streakers 
at Lord’s as 
women let into 
pavilion 




LONDON (R) — History 
has been maife at Lofd's 
wife women allowed w 
watch cricket from tte 
pavilion for the first time in 
the ground's existeace 
stretching back well over 
200 years. The occasion 
was the first of three one- 
day internationals between 
fee En gland and Now 
Zealand women's teams 
which fee visitors won by 
eight wickets wife 16-^ 
overs to spare. The specta- 
tors in rite pavilion were 
also granted a p^eci view^; 
of two male strealrers who 
tried to enliven proceed- 
ings. Officials have not yet 
^cided whether tbe exper- 
iment of allowing women 
into tbe pavilion will be 
repeated for men’s cricket 
matches. 
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